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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
e
2005 2004 v
CONSOLIDATED OPERATIONS:
Total operating revenues $1,046,408,000 $ 857,362,000 22.0
Income from continuing operations 52,855,000 40,632,000 30.1
Net income 62,551,000 42,195,000 48.2
Basic earnings per share 212 1.59 333
Diluted earnings per share from continuing operations 1.78 1.52 171
Diluted earnings per share 2.11 1.58 335
Dividends per common share 1.12 1.10 1.8
Return on average common equity 13.9% 12.0% 15.8
Book value per common share 15.80 14.81 ° 6.7
Cash flow from continuing operations 90,358,000 54,330,000 66.3
Common shares outstanding 29,401,223 28,976,919 1.5
Common shareholders 14,801 14,889 (0.6)
Closing stock price 28.98 25.53 13.5
Total return (share price appreciation plus dividends) 17.9% (0.4)% —
Total market value of common stock 852,047,000 739,781,000 15.2
ELECTRIC OPERATIONS:
Operating revenues:
Retail $ 248,939,000 $ 224,326,000 11.0
Wholesale - net of purchased power costs* 46,397,000 27,228,000 70.4
Other 17,649,000 14,831,000 19.0
Total electric operating revenues $ 312,985,000 $ 266,385,000 17.5
Total retail electric sales (kwh) 3,894,435,000 3,773,064,000 3.2
Operating income 63,886,000 54,223,000 17.8
Customers 128,466 128,218 0.2
Gross plant investment 923,215,000 902,412,000 2.3
Total assets 654,205,000 634,433,000 3.1
Capital expenditures 30,480,000 25,368,000 20.2
Employees (includes temporary and part-time) 692 683 1.3
NONELECTRIC OPERATIONS:
Operating revenues $ 733,423,000 $ 590,977,000 24.1
Operating income 33,708,000 21,191,000 59.1
Total assets 527,291,000 499,715,000 55
Capital expenditures 29,490,000 24,116,000 223
Employees (includes temporary and part-time) 2,859 2,800 2.1
* Includes net mark-to-market gains on forward energy contracts



READY

RELIABLE

RESPONSIBLE -

We are engaged and
ready to act. Otter Tail
Corporation supports a
culture of innovation and
resourcefulness at each

of our companies.

Our foundation is built on
reliability. This is evident in
the exceptional service record
of our largest operating
company, Otter Tail Power
Company, which has
delivered dependable, low-
cost electricity to customers
in Minnesota, North Dakota
and South Dakota for nearly
a century. And, after almost
two decades of successful

diversification, our operations

include respected companies

in other industries.

Throughout Otter Tail
Corporation, we share a
commitment to integrity,
safety, people, performance
and the communities where
we live and work. Our core
values are at the heart of
what it means to be an

Otter Tail company.

' This annual report is dedicated to the memory of Robert M. Bigwood, former

president, CEO and chairman of Otter Tail Power Company, who passed away on
February 4, 2006. Through Bob's dedicated service to the company, from his start
as assistant personnel director in 1948 until his retirement as chairman in 1990,
he left an indelible mark on the Otter Tail culture that is still evident today.

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT 1



Ready, reliable and responsible.

___These qualities are central to all we do.

Otter Tail Corporation and our operating companies are ready, reliable and responsible.
This is how we deliver results. In this regard, 2005 was no exception. Revenues, net
income and cash flows all reached record levels. We further strengthened our balance

sheet and capital structure. In addition to financial measures, we track our success in
many ways—from progress on strategic goals to values in action. In all, I am pleased to JOHN ERICKSON
report an excellent year for Otter Tail Corporation. President and CEQ

Here is the financial overview for 2005:

o Operating revenues surpassed the $1 billion level for the first time in our history.

o Net income increased significantly to $62.6 million, with continuing operations
producing $52.9 million of the total.

o Earnings per share were $2.11, with continuing operations representing $1.78.

o The common dividend paid in 2005 increased to $1.12 per share, providing a
dividend yield of 4.4%.

o Qur stock price increased 13.5% in 200S. This, combined with the dividend yield,

produced a total return to shareholders of 17.9%.

Our Board of Directors raised the dividend in early 2006 to an indicated annual rate of
$1.15 from $1.12 per share in 2005. Increasing dividends is an Otter Tail hallmark. Our record
of uninterrupted dividends since 1938 and annual increases since 1975 reflects a commitment
to shareholders that spans generations. This continuity keeps us on the list of Mergent
Dividend Achievers, which recognizes those companies with a long history of dividend
increases. And we work hard to deliver shareholders a long-term reliable investment. Over
the past 10 years, shareholder value increased at a compounded annual growth rate of 9.8%.

GROWTH OF §1,000 INVESTMENT IN OTTER TAIL EARNINGS PER SHARE GROWTH
COMMON STOCK MADE DECEMBER 31, 1995
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Shareholder value compounded at an average annual rate of Earnings per share have grown at a compounded annual rate of
9.8% over the past ten years. 5.9% over the past ten years,
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2005 OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW

Otter Tail Power Company produced substantial earnings growth in 2005, owing to excellent
preparation for and execution in redesigned wholesale energy markets, adept management
of resources and continuing improvement in operational efficiencies. Electric operations
delivered 71% of net income from continuing operations.

Additional earnings strength came from our nonelectric operations, which generated 29%
of net income from continuing operations. Diversification in our business investments brings
us opportunities for growth. In 2005, our plastics companies had a record year as demand for
PVC pipe soared. Our health services segment continued to show improving and encouraging
results. Outcomes were mixed within our manufacturing companies, but a particular bright
spot emerged at our wind tower manufacturer, DMI Industries. Our construction firms and
potato dehydration business faced challenges and did not meet expectations, yet all are
actively addressing issues and positioning for stronger performance in 2006.

Resource commitment and capital go to those operations with the best investment
opportunities and growth potential. Accordingly, we made changes to our portfolio of
companies with the divestiture of three businesses that no longer fit our strategic direction:
Midwest Information Systems (MIS), St. George Steel and Chassis Liner. The sale of MIS,
offset in part by divestiture losses at the other two companies, resulted in an after-tax gain

of $10 million.

MARKET CAPITALIZATION REVENUE GROWTH (millions)
(miflions)

(as of December 31)
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Our market capitalization has increased Total company revenue has grown at a compounded annual
259 over the past five years. Over that rate of 12.9% over the past ten years.

same period of time, we've paid out
$141 million in common dividends.
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POSITIONING TO PROSPER

Growth opportunities from new acquisitions are always under consideration. The primary
activity over the past year involved adding small, solid manufacturing companies that
became part of the operations at ShoreMaster and BTD Manufacturing. We will continue to
seek out attractive and sensible acquisition targets to enhance our existing businesses.

Internal growth took shape across our operating companies in the form of new products,
added services, market expansion and upgrades to plants and equipment. Other signs of
emerging growth brought exciting promise in 2005. Vinyltech, our PVC pipe manufacturer
in Phoenix, announced plant expansion plans which will result in a 40% increase in
production capacity by 2007.

Last year I wrote that a major project underway involved assessing whether to build a
second electric power plant at the Big Stone site in South Dakota. The seven project
participants, including Otter Tail Power Company as lead developer, agreed to proceed in
2005. This is an important step in preparing for future energy needs in the region. The
utilities filed the Certificate of Need for transmission, requested air and siting permits and
began work on the Environmental Impact Statement. They also announced two significant
additions to the project that will reduce emissions and build the infrastructure needed to
accommodate new generation, including renewable energy. If necessary approvals are
received, groundbreaking is expected to take place in 2007 with the 600-megawatt plant in
service by 2011. This project, the largest in our history, underscores our continuing
commitment to pursue growth in our electric operations.

Otter Tail companies also have a role in the renewable energy sector. DMI Industries

announced plans to expand its wind tower manufacturing operations with the development

of a plant in Ontario, Canada. From this additional location, DMI can better serve customers

in eastern Canada and the northeastern region of the United States.

The passage of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 was a timely and positive outcome for both
DMI and Otter Tail Power Company. The legislation includes reforms that will help secure a
more reliable power grid, spur investment in updating energy infrastructure and increase the

use of diverse fuel sources.

NEW APPOINTMENTS

Success is interlocked with leadership capabilities. Lori Talafous joined our management

team in 2005 as vice president of human resources and strategy. She works with our

COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES

Otter Tail Corporation maintains

a strong balance sheet.

Our financial health does not
rely on any one segment of
the economy.

Talented and resourceful

people work together to make
our organization successful.

OPERATING INCOME (millions pretax) DIVIDEND PAYOUT RATIO
$100 $1.60
$80 72% 70%
$1.20 62% S m——
$60 N )-C:Q‘o r '30
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Nonelectric
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Operating income has grown at a compounded annual rate of Over the past five years, dividends have increased while
5.6% over the past ten years. the average payout rate has been 63%. In 2005, earnings

per share include 30.34 related to a net gain on the sale
of discontinued operations.
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corporate and operating company leaders to target the best ways to build strong
organizational effectiveness.

The 2006 Annual Meeting of Shareholders will mark a change in membership on our Board
of Directors with the retirement of Robert Spolum and Thomas Brown. They have served our
organization exceedingly well over the past 15 years, and we are grateful for their contributions
to Otter Tail Corporation. Nominated for election to the board are Edward J. McIntyre, former
vice president and CFO of Xcel Energy, and Joyce Nelson Schuette, a managing director and
investment banker at Piper Jaffray. We anticipate both candidates will provide valuable

insights, given their respective depths of financial and management expertise.

— ALWAYS READY, RELIABLE, RESPONSIBIE =~ =~~~
In reflecting on 2005, it was a year of exceptional action by individuals and teams. We
witnessed this in the swift and heroic response of Otter Tail Power Company to restore
power after damaging seasonal storms hit its service territory. We witnessed this in the
generosity of our employees across each of our companies, whose contributions to hurricane
relief efforts were matched corporately for a total donation of well over $100,000. We
witnessed this in our workplaces, where employees continued to improve safety and lower
injury incidents. And we witnessed this in the work done every day within each Otter Tail
company to add value.

People doing their jobs well—always ready, always reliable and always responsible—are
the true testament to shared values. As part of the initial process of revitalizing the formal
definitions of our values, we added the value of community. This always has been inherent
in how we operate. All of us work together to make a difference, to grow our companies and
to improve our communities.

These people are our continued strength, and we are grateful for their contributions.
Through their efforts we achieve the goals that result in dependable value to you, our
shareholders. We appreciate and respect your continued support as we stay on course to
grow our businesses and deliver sustainable long-term results.

N

John Erickson
President and CEO

DIVIDEND PAYMENT HISTORY
increased dividends annually since 1975
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Otter Tail has paid common dividends every year since 1938
and increased those dividends each year since 1975.
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Otter Tail Corporation creates value and growth
by owning well-run companies in diverse industries.

Our strategy is straightforward: Reliable utility performance combined with growth
opportunities at all our businesses provides long-term value. From our highly dependable
core business, Otter Tail Power Company, we successfully widened our scope over the years
to include diverse businesses with proven track records and growth potential.

Pursuing additional growth meant strengthening our business platforms through new
products and services, capacity expansions and targeted acquisitions. With the framework
established, our organizational structure naturally evolved into Otter Tail Corporation.

We believe diversity in our business investments allows for stability and consistency in
earnings by lessening the impact of a downturn in any one business or industry. We also
find our decentralized business model allows the experienced leaders and management
teams at each company to perform with agility, innovation and decisiveness.

Focused accountability, combined with capital and resources, helps these businesses
thrive. In this way, we continue to deliver value to our shareholders, our customers and

our employees.

pOO5 RESULT ‘ For the year ended December 31, 2005
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Company description
Location of headquarters and year acquired
Operating company leader
Empioyees (includes part-time and temparary)
Web site address

Map of U.S. market territory

OrmreRrTan
POWER COMPANY
Otter Tail Power Company
Electric utility
Fergus Falls, MN/1907
Chuck MacFarlane
692 employees
www.otpco.com

@:17

Northern Pipe Products, Inc.

PVC/PE pipe manufacturer
Fargo, ND /1995
Wayne Voorhees
123 employees

www.northernpipe.com

& OTTERTAIL

N CORPORATION

MANUFACTURING

IR
|l . 3 NP |
—-—
MANUFACTURING, (HC.
Berter Through Design

BTD Manufacturing, Inc.
Metal fabricator
Detroit Lakes, MN /1935
Paul Gintner
497 employees
www.btdmfg.com

HEALTH SERVICES

dMEALTH

GROUP

DMS Health Group
Diagnostic imaging services
and equipment sales
Fargo, ND/1393
Paul Wilson
487 employees
www.dmshg.com

p . £

FOOD INGREDIENT
PROCESSING

Idaho Pacific Holdings, Inc.
Dehydrated potato processor
Ririg, (D / 2004
Dick Nickel
363 employees
www.idahopacific.com

iy 138

j OTHER BUSINESSES

E.W. Wylie Corporation
Fiatbed contract and
common carrier
Fargo, ND /1999
Marv Skar/137 employees
58 owner/operators
www.wylietrucking.com

£

v

Vinyltech Corporation
PVC pipe manufacturer
Phoenix, AZ /2000
Steve Laskey
68 employees
www.vipipe.com

INDUSTRIES

DMI Industries, Inc.
Wind tower/heavy steel
manufacturer
West Fargo, ND/1990
Lars Moller
243 employees
www.dmiindustries.com

FOLEY
COMPANY

Foley Company
Mechanical and prime contractor
Kansas City, M0 /2003
Chris Callegari
119 employees
www.foleycompany.com

ShoreMaster, Inc.
Waterfront equipment
manufacturer
Fergus Falls, MN/2002
Erik Ahlgren
357 employees
www.shoremaster.com

A
Midwest
Construction
SER ;/.O.Cbi—.‘:
Midwest Construction
Services, Inc.
Electrical and construction
contractor
Moorhead, MN /1992
Paul Bruhn / 237 employees
WWW.MwCS].com

T ) P g

T.0. Plastics, Inc.
Custom plastic parts
manufacturer
Minneapolis, MN /2001
Chuck Goers
218 employses
www.toplastics.com
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FLECTRIC

OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY
provides reliable, low-cost electricity
to more than 128,000 customers in
50,000 square miles of Minnesota,
North Dakota and South Dakota. Peak

demand in 2005 was 665,064 kilowatts
and total net generating capacity was
714,245 kilowatts. In 2005, 9.66% of
the energy used to serve customers came
from renewable and nontraditional
sources. Owned generation includes
three coal-fired steam plants,

six hydroelectric plants and four
combustion turbine generators.

Coal-fired steam plant ownership

and locations:

* Co-owns/operates Big Stone Plant,
Milbank, SD; net capability 475 megawatts,
Otter Tail share 256 megawatts,

¢ Co-owns/operates Coyote Station,
Beulah, ND; net capability 427 megawatts,
Otter Tail share 149 megawatts.

* Owns/operates Hoot Lake Plant,
Fergus Falls, MN; net capability

146 megawatts.

From wind storms racing across
the three-state service area in
early summer to equally forceful
ice and snow storms in the falf
and winter, nature played an
unpredictable hand. After a fierce
June wind storm, Lead Lineman
Joe Hushka cut through a fallen
tree to uncover the power pole
and fines pinned beneath it.

Otter Tail Power Company focuses on meeting the energy
needs of customers as reliably and economically as possible.

Accomplishing this requires a culture of high performance with an emphasis on electric
service reliability, safety, customer satisfaction, power plant availability and earnings.
Applying remarkable perseverance and know-how, employees at Otter Tail Power Company
did well across all of these measures in 2005. Their efforts produced a successful transition to
new wholesale power markets, additional efficiencies in operations and plant management,
and outstanding customer service, even in the most challenging conditions.

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT




At the height of a late November
storm, 18,000 households and
businesses in 50 towns lost
electrical service. Most customers
were reconnected within a day,
while some in harder-hit remote
areas went more than a week
without power. People from all
areas of the company responded
with unwavering intensity,
working long hours to bring the
lights and heat back on.

— RELIABILITY AND RESPONSIVENESS
Customers understandably expect reliable

delivery of electricity. When interruptions
do occur, they count on rapid response.
Throughout the year, Otter Tail Power
Company tested and converted to a new
data collection and analysis system for

monitoring service interruptions. This

system allows utility staff to compare

standardized data with benchmarks from other utilities. With the new system, average
annual total outage was 162 minutes per customer. Outage minutes were up from last year
due to the severe wind and ice storms that struck during the second half of 2005.

SAEETY ALWAYS AT THE FOREERONT

A high correlation exists between a well-run company and its safety record. Despite the

upswing in hazardous working conditions due to storms and a major plant service outage,
not a single employee injury occurred during any of the related work. Safety performance
measures remained better than the industry average, at about a third of the recorded level
for utilities. Otter Tail Power Company also achieved the lowest consecutive 12-month
OSHA recordable injury rate in company history. Preventable vehicle accidents decreased by
20%, a notable achievement in a year with even more miles driven per employee than usual.

The company’s safety record drew notice across the three-state service area in 2005. Otter
Tail Power Company was the only electric utility to receive the Governor’s Outstanding
Achievement Award from the Minnesota Safety Council. For the sixth year in a row, Coyote
Station accepted the North Dakota Safety Council’s Occupational Safety Merit Award. And in
South Dakota, Big Stone Plant received the designation of Qutstanding for the Governor’s
Workplace Safety and Health Award.

CUSTOMER_SATISEACTION SCORES HIGH
Energy research firm Chartwell and Electric Light & Power magazine awarded top honors in

customer service to Otter Tail Power Company for implementing a highly successful program
that helped to produce a nearly 10% improvement in customer satisfaction survey results.
In addition, to see how its service stacks up next to peers, Otter Tail Power Company
engaged the American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI) to gather residential customer
feedback for an independent comparison with major utilities across the nation. In a fall
2005 benchmark study, ACSI reported Otter Tail Power Company ranked notably higher

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT 9



than the energy utilities industry average and scored higher than the highest-rated ACSI-
measured utility in the categories of perceived value, restoring service and overall customer

satisfaction.

BIG STONE PIANT DEVELOPMENTS

Plant efficiency improved at Big Stone Plant in South Dakota with the installation of a new
high-pressure turbine and completion of other repairs during the scheduled spring outage.
This work was the most comprehensive since the plant’s construction in 1975. Big Stone
Plant now has greater capacity, with no increase in fuel burned, due to significant increases
in turbine efficiency. These improvements ensure the plant is running in top form,
generating dependable base-load energy for customers and adding to overall profitability.

Otter Tail Power Company and six other area utilities reached a milestone midyear with
the signing of an agreement to develop Big Stone II, a proposed 600-megawatt coal-fired
electric generating plant adjacent to the existing Big Stone Plant. If approvals are received
and groundbreaking proceeds as planned in 2007, the new plant is expected to help serve
the region’s growing energy needs by 2011.

From the start, plans for Big Stone Il have emphasized delivering energy in an
environmentally responsible manner. Two significant additions to the project confirm the
participants’ commitment to the environment. The first, if approvals are obtained, is to size
emission-control technology to include the existing plant. The two plants combined would
have equal to or less than the current plant’s sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions.
Mercury emission for both units is targeted for levels lower than the existing plant’s
historical emissions. The second addition is to upgrade original transmission plans to create
increased capacity that could be available to connect new generation sources, including

renewable sources.

— SUCCFSSEUI TRANSITION TO NEW MISO RFQUIREMENTS

Under authorization of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Midwest
Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc. (MISO) oversees electric system reliability
in the Midwest and ensures utilities and other energy marketers have equal access to the
transmission system. Starting in April 2005, MISO began centrally dispatching electric
generation across a territory that covers 13 Midwestern states along with introducing a
market design similar to existing East Coast energy markets. Otter Tail Power Company
spent two years preparing for the transition and adapted to these major changes with

better-than-anticipated results.

FUTURE DIRECTION

10

As a control area operatos, transmission owner and market participant, Otter Tail Power
Company will concentrate on continuing to participate effectively in the evolving MISO
market. Other major priorities in 2006 include completing permits for Big Stone II and
related transmission in anticipation of the project’s financial close in February 2007. The
company also will stay focused on exceeding expectations in the key areas of customer

satisfaction, reliability and safety.
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Lead Lineman Gordie Schmidt and
other line workers braved arctic conditions
to repair and replace damaged
infrastructure. Power system operators,
including Operations Coordinator

Neil Lindgren, managed transmission
with other utilities to prevent additional
outage threats. Call center staff, such as
Chery! Norton, responded promptly and
with empathy to thousands of customer
inquiries. These and all the efforts of still
other employees to assist in storm
recovery demonstrated Otter Tail Power
Company'’s tremendous teamwork.




With resin in tight supply, our pipe
companies worked to effectively
manage the shortages and address
customer needs. At one point,
North Dakota-based Northern Pipe
redirected raifroad cars loaded with
resin to Vinyltech in Arizona to

ensure its sister company could
continue to meet demand.

Demand remained high for PVC pipe products in 2005,
and our pipe manufacturers delivered on customer expectations.

Otter Tail’s plastic pipe manufacturing companies produced record results in 2005,

This is even more noteworthy because the pipe industry experienced raw material shortages
after hurricanes inflicted damage to large resin producers in the Gulf Coast and a major resin
manufacturer had an unanticipated plant shutdown. Northern Pipe increased product line
capacity at its plant in Hampton, lowa, by installing a PVC extrusion line. Population
growth in the southwestern United States continues to drive construction projects and,
therefore, demand for PVC pipe. Vinyltech announced an expansion plan for 2006 that
involves adding a state-of-the-art blending system and two additional extrusion lines,

which will increase the company’s capacity by 40% when operational in 2007.
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ANUFACTURING

BTD MANUFACTURING, INC,, \

provides metal fabrication services for
custom machine parts and metal
components through metal stamping,
tool and die, machining, tube
bending, welding and assembly.

DM INDUSTRIES, INC,,
engineers and manufactures wind
Towers and other heavy steel
fabricated products.

SHOREMASTER, INC., produces and
. markets residential and commercial
waterfront equipment, ranging from
boat fifts and docks to fult marina
systems.

T.0. PLASTICS, INC., manufactures
extruded and thermoformed plastic
products, including custom parts for
customers in several industries and its
own line of horticulture containers.

Heavy steel manufacturer
DMI will apply its expertise
and many of the technology
advancements from its
efficient U.S. operations in
launching a new wind
tower plant in Ontario,
Canada.

In a year that held challenges with rising costs of raw materials and
other expenses, Otter Tail’s manufacturing companies worked to manage

margins and pursue exciting growth opportunities.

___ DMIINDUSTRIES EXPANDS WITH CANADIAN PLANT
The wind energy industry gained momentum in 2005 with the extension of federal
production tax credits for renewable energy through 2007. This signal of industry stability
led to a greater surge in wind farm development, with DMI gaining long-term contracts from
major wind turbine suppliers. DMI announced plans to open a second manufacturing
facility in Fort Erie, Ontario, to capitalize on wind tower growth opportunities. The plant is
expected to be operational by mid-2006. DMI is now well positioned to serve both U.S. and
Canadian wind projects. The heavy steel company continued to invest in technology to
reduce production costs and increase capacity, such as bringing steel plate processing

in house at its North Dakota plant.
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ShoreMaster’s mulitiyear
$12 milfion Long Beach
marina project involves
manufacturing a floating
concrete dock system with
1,700 boat slips.

SHOREMASTER GROWS
COAST TO COAST

ShoreMaster acquired two companies
in 200S: Shoreline Industries in
Pine River, Minnesota, and
Southeast Floating Docks, Inc,, in

St. Augustine, Florida. Shoreline

manufactures motors for boat lifts
along with other dock and lift
accessories, enhancing ShoreMaster’s presence in key value-added components. Southeast
Floating Docks expanded ShoreMaster’s product line and also allowed the company to
relocate concrete dock production from its Minnesota plant in Fergus Falls to its new Florida
operation, which is closer to the customer base for these products. .

ShoreMaster’s work on a major marina upgrade in Long Beach, California, progressed
efficiently. This project gives ShoreMaster a solid foothold on the West Coast. With a
significant manufacturing presence in Minnesota, Missouri, California and Florida, the
company is able to build products in proximity to market and enhance its leadership role in
the waterfront industry. Management focused on integrating systems and processes in all
plants, taking steps to improve productivity and increase capacity at each site. The company’s
plastics division in Fergus Falls celebrated a milestone of reaching more than a year with no
OSHA recordable injuries. ShoreMaster unveiled a wide range of innovative updates to product

lines in late 2005, including a Quick Connect system to make dock assembly faster and easier.

— BTD MANUFACTURING ADDS TECHNO!OGY AND TALENT
BTD Manufacturing added new manufacturing technology and processes to enhance
productivity at its main facility in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. With the acquisition of
Performance Tool & Die in the Minneapolis suburb of Lakeville, Minnesota, BTD gained
state-of-the-art technology as well as top talent in tool and die systems. BTD also made plans
to expand its existing warehouse space in Lakeville to have a base to begin limited parts
production in 2006. This will allow the company to bring fabrication services closer to
customers in the region. BTD had encouraging sales of its own product line, RHINO
aluminum pallets, which is winning over customers from several Fortune 500 corporations.
A heightened emphasis on safety at BID resulted in a greater than 50% reduction in OSHA

recordable injuries in 200S.

T.O. PLASTICS MAXIMIZES PRODUCTIVITY

T.O. Plastics continued to develop product lines in horticultural packaging as well as to
expand its customer base in industrial applications. The company invested capital to
improve production and capacity with the addition of a new thermoforming line and an
extrusion line upgrade. As customers explored new design options, the tooling department
experienced strong demand for its services. The company broke ground for an office
addition to its plant in Clearwater, Minnesota, which will free up more manufacturing space

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT 13
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DMS HEALTH GROUP is composed of
two primary business units that deliver
diagnostic imaging and healthcare

solutions across the nation.

DMS Health Technologies sells and
installs diagnostic medical imaging
systems, patient monitoring equipment
and medical supplies and provides
ongoing service maintenance. DMS
Health Technologies also is a major

distributor for Philips Medical Systems.

DMS Imaging provides shared
diagnostic medical imaging services
for MRI, CT, nuclear medicine, PET/CT,
ultrasound, mammography and bone
density testing. Delivery of services is
through DMS Imaging mobile units
with options available for interim and
fixed-site delivery. DMS Imaging also
provides portable X-ray, ultrasound
and EKG services.

DMS Imaging delivers sophisticated
diagnostic imaging services via mobile,
portable, interim and fixed-site units.
At left, Nuclear Medicine Technologist
Clif Bitker conducts a mobite PET/CT
scanning session.

DMS Health Group delivered a strong performance in 2005,
with sound execution driving results in its primary business units.

Operational improvements combined with new customer relationships provided DMS
Health Group’s imaging company with markedly improved results. The other DMS business
unit, DMS Health Technologies, experienced robust equipment sales and service demand.
Both business units made significant strides in solidifying and growing their relationships
with customers and diagnostic industry vendors.

For the second year in a row, the company was named one of the top vendors in the
nation in a readers’ poll conducted by Medical Imaging magazine. DMS was listed seventh in
the Accessories, Supplies.and Service category and tied for third in the Dealer/Distributor
and Remanufacturer/Rebuilder category.

The DMS Health Group heightened its profile in 2005 with a prominent exhibit at the
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The DMS Health Group's dynamic display at
the RSNA trade show showcased a new mobile-
imaging van from the DMS Imaging fleet.

world’s largest medical trade show, held during the annual
meeting of the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA).
Paul Wilson was appointed CEO of the DMS Health Group
early in 2006. He brings broad healthcare experience and a
visionary outlook to the role, which connects well with the

high-performance culture at DMS.

As a leading supplier to major food
processors, Idaho Pacific’s dehydrated

potato granules, flakes and flour are
used in hundreds of food items.

Idaho Pacific experienced a soft year but continued to make
progress on expanding and developing customer relationships and
new product offerings for future growth.

The newest Otter Tail company had a disappointing year with lower-than-anticipated results
in 2005, primarily due to factors felt throughout its industry. Margins were affected by rising
raw material costs, significantly higher natural gas prices, competitive pricing pressures and
currency changes. Idaho Pacific concentrated on restoring sales volume and margins, the
latter by addressing energy usage and plant efficiencies. These actions are expected to
improve returns in 2006. New product development efforts focused on more value-added

items, set for introduction in 2006.
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E.W. WYLIE CORPORATION operates
a fieet of approximately 170 trucks
(120 company trucks and 50
owner/operator trucks) as a flatbed
contract and common carrier across
the lower 48 United States and Canada.

FOLEY COMPANY provides mechanical
and prime contracting for water and
wastewater treatment plants, power

generation plants, hospital and
pharmaceutical facilities, and other

industrial and manufacturing projects.

MIDWEST CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES, INC., provides a full spectrum
of electrical design and construction
services for the industrial, commercial
and municipal business markets,
including government, institutional,
communications, utility and renewable
energy projects.

Foley Company provided mechanical
piping and HVAC equipment setting,
including the chillers shown at left,
for the Kansas City Star’s new
newspaper production facility.

Addressing challenges, our transportation and construction
companies worked on ongoing improvements in 2005.

EW. WYLIE STAYS PROFITABLE ON_THE ROAD

Productivity, recruiting and revenue per mile were positives for EW. Wylie, even in a year

with intensely volatile fuel prices. The transportation company’s management team gave top
priority to implementing fuel economy measures and executing strategies to attract and
retain drivers. These assertive approaches led to improved results, as well as an all-time

record for company fleet mileage.

— CONSTRUCTION FIRMS BUIID ON CORE STRENGTHS
Although 2005 was challenging for the construction companies, both made headway in
strengthening project management and bidding processes. Chris Callegari moved into the
top leadership role at Foley Company. With more than two decades in strategic management
and other roles at Foley, he is a capable and respected successor to retiring president Mike
Palmer. The company added estimating staff to better position for the strong construction
market in its home base of Kansas City, Missouri, as well as other opportunities in its
multi-state service region. Midwest Construction Services (MCS) continued to build on core
areas of electrical construction and service expertise for contracting, transmission, substation
and renewable energy projects. During 2005, MCS subsidiaries provided full electrical

installation on 352 megawatts of wind farm projects in North Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa.
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SELECTED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL DATA

{in thousands, except number of sharehoiders and per-share data) 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995

Revenues
Electric $ 312,985 $ 266,385 $ 267,494 $ 244,005 $ 232,720 $ 219,718 $ 192,053
Plastics 158,548 115,428 86,008 82,931 63,216 82,667 4,569
Manufacturing (1) 244,311 201,615 157,401 119,880 96,571 73,940 34,121
Health services 123,991 114,318 100,912 93,420 79,129 66,319 50,896
Food ingredient processing 38,501 14,023 - - - - -
Other business operations (1) 171,939 148,328 114,726 75,947 72,181 70,145 28,984
Intersegment eliminations (3,867) (2,733) (2,254) {1,036) - - -

Total operating revenues $1,046,408 $ 857,362 $ 724,288 $ 815,147 $ 543,827 $ 512,789 $ 310,823
Income from continuing operations (1) 52,855 40,632 38,225 44,222 40,055 37,654 28,305
Income from discontinued operations (1} 9,696 1,563 1,431 1,806 3,548 3,388 640
Net income 62,551 42,195 39,656 46,128 43,603 41,042 28,945
Operating cash flow from continuing operations (1) 90,358 54,330 76,314 71,582 71,025 57,110 56,404
Operating cash flow—

continuing and discontinued operations 95,800 56,301 76,955 76,797 77,529 61,761 58,077
Capital expenditures -——continuing operations (1) 59,969 48,484 48,783 73,447 50,727 44,655 36,343
Total assets 1,181,496 1,134,148 986,423 814,112 817,778 772,562 643,173
Long-term debt (1) 258,260 261,805 262,311 254,015 221,643 188,031 160,235
Redeemable preferred - - —_ - —_ 18,000 18,000
Basic earnings per share—continuing operations (1} (2) 1.79 1.53 1.46 1.73 1.55 1.48 1.16
Basic earnings per share—total (2) 212 1.59 1.52 1.80 1.68 1.58 119
Diluted earnings per share—continuing operations (1) 2) 1.78 1.52 1.45 1.71 1.53 1.45 1.16
Diluted earnings per share—total (2) 211 1.58 1.51 1.79 1.68 1.59 1.19
Return on average common equity 13.9% 12.0% 12.2% 15.3% 15.5% 15.4% 14.8%
Dividends per common share 112 1.10 1.08 1.08 1.04 1.02 0.88
Dividend payout ratio 53% 70% 2% 59% 62% 64% 74%
Common shares outstanding—year end 29,401 28,977 25,724 25,592 24,653 24,574 22,360
Number of common shareholders (3) 14,801 14,888 14,723 14,5038 14,358 14,103 13,933

Notes: (1) Prior years are restated to exclude the operations of Midwest information Systems, inc., St. George Stes! Fabrication, Inc. and Chassis Liner Corporation, which are classified as discontinued
operations. See note 15 to consalidated financial statements.
(2) Based on average number of shares outstanding.
(3} Holders of record at year end.

SELECTED ELECTRIC OPERATING DATA

2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Revenues (thousands)
Residential $ 83,740 $ 76365 $ 75,689 $ 72,180 $ 69,882 $ 66,188 $ 64,355
Commercial and farms 100,677 88,853 88,550 84,143 79,227 76,875 71,487
Industrial 61,235 54,159 48,315 45,803 45,813 41,269 37,952
Sales for resale 31,768 27,228 29,702 18,295 23,255 22,366 7,238
Other electric 35,565 19,780 25,238 23,584 14,543 13,040 11,021
Total electric $ 312,985 $ 266,385 $ 267,424 $ 244,005 $ 232,720 $ 219,718 $ 192,053
Kilowatt-hours sold (thousands)
Residential 1,162,765 1,119,067 1,141,612 1,130,770 1,098,149 1,058,999 1,035,740
Commercial and farms 1,428,059 1,386,358 1,396,638 1,383,129 1,318,569 1,298,271 1,200,615
Industrial 1,233,948 1,197,534 1,108,021 1,106,241 1,117,482 1,074,724 963,298
Other 69,663 70,105 70,071 70,447 71,450 70,482 100,592
Total retail 3,894,435 3,773,064 3,716,342 3,690,587 3,605,850 3,502,476 3,300,245
Sales for resate 2,778,431 3,845,299 3,786,397 3,049,786 2,830,079 2,172,928 1,134,735
Total 6,672,866 7,618,363 7,502,739 8,740,373 6,435,729 5,675,404 4,434,980
Annual retail kilowatt-hour sales growth 3.2% 1.5% 0.7% 2.4% 2.9% 3.5% 3.4%
Heating degree days (4) 8,656 9,132 9,132 9,085 8,598 9,028 9,519
Cooling degree days (4) 423 228 515 623 851 425 554
Average revenue per kilowatt-hour
Residential 7.20¢ 6.82¢ 6.63¢ 6.38¢ 6.36¢ 6.25¢ 6.21¢
Commercial and farms . 7.05¢ 6.41¢ 6.34¢ 6.08¢ 6.01¢ 5.92¢ 5.95¢
Industrial 4.96¢ 4.52¢ 4.36¢ 4.14¢ 410¢ 3.84¢ 3.94¢
All retail 6.39¢ 5.95¢ 5.85¢ 5.61¢ 5.82¢ 5.39¢ 5.45¢
Customers
Residential 101,176 100,952 100,515 100,092 99,667 99,724 97,515
Commercial and farms 26,211 26,157 25,900 25,950 25,825 25917 25,446
Industrial 44 40 40 41 42 41 34
Other 1,035 1,069 1,079 1,074 1,084 1,068 1,076
Total electric customers 128,466 128,218 127,534 127,157 126,618 126,750 124,071
Residential sales
Average kilowatt-hours per customer (5) 11,749 11,251 11,525 11,504 11,306 10,714 10,831
Average revenue per residential customer $ 77648 $ 76699 $ 756.83 $ 73264 $ 71693 $ 670.25 $ 67295

Notes: (4) Adopied new measurement chart In 2006, going from Typical Meteorlogical Year to 20 Year Nomal with cooling degree day base of 65 degrees instead of 72 degrees. Prior years have been
restated for comparison pumoses.
(5) Based on averaga number of customers during the year. OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT 17
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OVERVIEW

Otter Tail Corporation and our subsidiaries form a diverse group of
businesses with operations classified into six segments: electric, plastics,
manufacturing, health services, food ingredient processing and other
business operations. Our primary financial goals are to maximize earnings
and cash flows and to allocate capital profitably toward growth opportunities
that will increase shareholder value. Meeting these objectives enables us
to preserve and enhance our financial capability by maintaining desired
capitalization ratios and a strong interest coverage position, and preserving
solid credit ratings on outstanding securities, which, in the form of lower
interest rates, benefits both our customers and shareholders.

Our vision is to create value and growth through ownership and
acquisition of well-run companies in diverse businesses. Qur strategy is
straightforward: Reliable utiiity performance combined with growth
opportunities at alf our businesses provides long-term value. This includes
growing our core electric utility business which provides a strong base of
revenues, earnings and cash flows. In addition, we ook to our nonelectric
operating companies to provide growth both organically and through
acquisitions. Organic, internal growth comes from new products and
services, market expansion and increased efficiencies. We adhere to strict
guidelines when reviewing acquisition candidates since our aim is to add
companies that will produce an immediate positive impact on earnings
and provide long-term growth potential. Owning well-run, profitable
companies across different industries can bring more growth cpportunities
and more balance to results.. in doing this, we also avoid concentrating
business risk within a single industry. All our operating companies operate
under a decentralized business mode! with disciplined corporate oversight.

We assess the performance of our opera’nng companies over time,

using the following criteria:

¢ abiiity to provide returns on invested capital that exceed our weighted
average cost of capital over the long term; and

* assessment of an operating company's business and potential for
future earnings growth.

We are a committed long:term owner and therefore we do not acquire
companies in pursuit of short-term gains. However, we will divest
operating companies if they do not meet these criteria over the long term.

The following major events occurred in our company in 2005:

* Qur annual consolidated revenues topped $1 billion for the first time in
our history.

¢ We reported record consolidated earnings and record earnings in our
glectric and plastics segments.

* We sold three of our operating companies for a net after tax gain of
$10.0 million.

¢ In June we jointly announced an agreement with six other regional
utilities to build a new 600-megawatt coal-fired electric generating
plant (BSP Il) on the site of the existing Big Stone Plant if all necessary
permits and approvals are granted on a timely basis.

Major growth strategies and initiatives in our company’s future include:

* Planned capital budget expenditures of $477 milion for the years
2006-2010, including $247 million related to BSP I, if built,

¢ The continued investigation and evaluation of strategic acquisition
opportunities.

* Pursuing the regulatory approvals, financing and other arrangements
necessary to build BSP .
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The following table summarizes our consolidated results of operations
for the years ended December 31:

2005 2004

{in thousands)

Operating revenues:

Electric $ 312,985 $ 266,385
Nonelectric 733,423 590,977
Total operating revenues $1,046,408 $ 857,362
Net income from continuing operations:
Electric $ 37,301 $ 31,535
Nonelectric 15,554 9,097
52,855 40,632
Net income from discontinued operations 9,696 1,563
Total net income $ 62,551 $ 42,195

The 22.0% increase in consolidated revenues in 2005 compared with
2004 reflects revenue growth in all our business segments. Revenues in
the electric segment increased $46.6 million reflecting a $24.6 million
increase in retall electric revenue, a $19.2 million increase in wholesale
energy and mark-to-market revenues and a $2.8 million increase in other
electric revenue. Revenues grew $43.1 million in our plastics segment in
2005 primarily as a result of rising resin prices and increased demand for
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe, particularly following the 2005 Gulf Coast
hurricanes. Revenues increased $42.7 million in our manufacturing segment
in 2005 as a result of increased unit sales and price increases related to
increases in raw material costs, sales of higher priced products and the
acquisitions of three companies in 2005. Revenues from our health
services segment increased $9.7 million. Scanning and other related
service revenues increased $13.9 mifion while revenues from equipment
sales and service decreased $4.2 million between the years. Revenues
in our food ingredient processing segment were $38.5 miliion for 2005
compared with $14.0 million from our 19 weeks of ownership in 2004,
Other business operations revenue grew by $23.6 miflion with most of
the increase coming from our energy services company as a result of
higher natural gas prices in 2005.

A 93% increase in net margins from wholesale electric sales and energy
trading activities and a 3.2% increase in retail electric megawatt-hour
sales were the main contributing factors to the $5.8 million increase in
electric segment net income. A recerd year in our plastics segment and
an increase in earnings from continued improvements in our health
services segment were the major factors contributing to the $6.5 milion
increase in net income from our nonelectric business
segments in 2005 compared with 2004,

Following is a more detailed analysis of our operating resuits by
business segment for the three years ended December 31, 2005, 2004
and 2003, followed by our outiock for 2008, a discussion of our financial
position at the end of 2005 and risk factors that:may affect our future
operating results and financial position.

_RESULTS OF OPERATIONS .

This discussion and analysis should be read in conjunction with our
consolidated financial statements and related notes found elsewhere in
this report. See note 2 to our consalidated financial statements for a
complete description of our lines of business, locations of operations and
principal products and services.

Amounts presented in the segment tabies that follow for 2005, 2004
and 2003 operating revenues, cost of goods seld and other nonelectric
operating expenses will not agree with amounts presented in the
consolidated statements of income due to the elimination of intersegment



transactions. The amounts of intersegment eliminations by income
statement line item are listed below:

{in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Operating revenues $ 387 $ 2733 § 2254
Cost of goods sold 2,070 1,083 527
Other nonelectric expenses 1,797 1,650 1,727
ELECTRIC

The foflowing table summarizes the results of operations for our electric
segment for the years ended December 31:

% Y%
(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change PAVOX]
Retail sales revenues $ 248,939 11 $224326 3 $217439
Wholesale revenues 41,953 75 24,000 6) 25,644

Net marked-to-market gains 4,444 38 3,228 (20 4,088

Other revenues 17,649 19 14,831 (27) 20,353

Total operating revenues $ 312,985 17 $266,386 - $267,484
Production fuel 55,927 7 52,056 2 51,163
Purchased power —system use 58,828 47 40,098 11 36,002
Other operation and

maintenance expenses 99,904 17 85,361 (2) 87,186
Depreciation and amortization 24,397 1 24,236 7 26,008
Property taxes 10,043 (4) 10,411 8 9,598
Cperating income $ 63,886 18 $ 54,223 6) $ 57,537

The $24.6 million increase in retail revenues-from 2004 to 2005
includes $16.0 million in increased fuel clause adjustment (FCA) revenues
directly retated to increases in fuet and purchased power costs in 2005
and $8.6 million from a 3.2% increase in retail kilowatt-hour (kwh) sales.
Residential kwh sales increased 3.9% primarily due to an 86% increase
in cooling degree-days in the summer of 2005 compared with the
summer of 2004. Kwh sales to commercial and industrial customers
increased 3.0% due to an improving regional economy.

Wholesale revenues increased $18.0 million in 2005 compared with 2004,
With the inception of the Midwest Independent Transmission System
QOperator (MISO) Day 2 markets in April 2005, MISO introduced two new
types of contracts, virtual transactions and Financial Transmission Rights
(FTRs). Virtual transactions are of two types: 1) A Virtual Demand Bid is a
bid to purchase energy in MISO's Day-Ahead Market that is not backed
by physical load. 2) A Virtual Supply Offer is an offer submitted by a
market participant in the Day-Ahead Market to sell energy not supported
by a physical injection or reduction in withdrawals in commitment by a
resource. We recorded $12.7 million in net revenues related to virtual
transactions in 2005. An FTR is a financial contract that entitles its holder
to a stream of payments, or charges, based on transmission congestion
charges calculated in MISO’s Day-Ahead Market. A market participant
can acquire an FTR from several sources: the annual or monthly FTR
allocation based on existing entitlements, the annual or monthly FTR
auction, the FTR secondary market, or FTRs can be granted in conjunction
with a transmission service request. An FTR is structured to hedge a
market participant’s exposure to uncertain cash flows resulting from
congestion of the transmission system. We recorded $1.9 million in net
revenue related to bilateral trading of FTRs in MISO’s secondary market
in 2005. In 2005, net revenues from the purchase and sale of electric
energy contracts, including virtual transactions and FTRs, increased
$11.2 million, compared with net revenues from energy trading activities
in 2004, on a 178% increase in kwh volume traded between the years.
As the MISO markets evolve and become more efficient, profits from
virtual and FTR transactions may be reduced. Revenues from wholesale
energy sales from company-owned generation increased $6.8 milion due
to a 58.9% increase in the average price per kwh sold in 2005 compared

with 2004, offset by a 13.2% reduction in kwh sales. The increase in the
average price per kwh is reflective of a general increase in energy prices
in 2005 related to increased fuel costs.

The $1.2 million increase in net mark-to-market gains on forward energy
contracts is due to an increase in the volume of forward energy contracts
entered into in 2005 compared to 2004 combined with increasing energy
prices in 2005. At December 31, 2005 the electric utility had recorded
$2.9 million in net gains on forward energy contracts to be settled in
2006 compared with $0.3 million in recorded net gains on forward energy
contracts at December 31, 2004 that were settled in 2005.

The $2.8 million increase in other electric revenues is related mostly to
transmission studies completed by Otter Tail Power Company for MISO
and transmission line permitting work done for other companies.

In December 2005, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC)
issued an order denying the recovery of certain MISO-related costs
through the FCA in Minnesota retail rates and requiring a refund of
amounts previously collected pursuant to an interim order issued in
April 2005. A $1.9 million reduction in revenue and a refund payable was
recorded in December 2005 by the electric utility to reflect the refund
obligation. On February 9, 2006 the MPUC reconsidered its December
2005 order. On reconsideration, the MPUC eliminated the refund provision
from the December 2005 order, and allowed that any MISO-related costs
not recovered through the FCA may be deferred for possible recovery
through base rates in the electric utility's next general rate case. The
MPUC'’s final written order of this action is pending. When the final order
is issuied, the electric utility will recognize the $1.9 million in revenue and
reverse the refund payable.

The $3.9 milion increase in production fuel costs in 2005 compared
with 2004 reflects a 15.5% increase in the cost of fuel per kwh generated,
partially offset by a 7.0% reduction in generation. The decrease in kwhs
generated is mainly due to the seven-week maintenance shutdown of
Big Stone Plant in 2005. Fuel costs per kwh of generation increased at
all three of our coal-fired generating plants as a result of increases in
mine operating costs and, in the case of Hoot Lake and Big Stone
Plants, increased costs for transporting coal by rail. Much of the increase
in mine operating and coal transportation costs is directly related to a
sharp increase in diesel fuel prices in 2005. Also, the overall increase in
production fuel costs is partially attributable to our generation mix in
2005. Kwh generation at our higher-cost Hoot Lake generating units
increased 25% in 2005 compared with 2004 while kwh generation at our
lower-cost Big Stone and Coyote generating units decreased 21% and
6%, respectively, between the years. Fuel costs at our combustion turbine
peaking plants increased $2.5 million (110%) while kwh generation
increased by only 7.6%, reflecting increases in natural gas and fuel oil
prices in 2005 and decreased plant efficiencies resulting from MISO
dispatch directives.

Purchased power costs to serve retail customers increased $18.7 million
as a resuit of a 28.2% increase in kwh purchases combined with a
14.5% increase in the cost per kwh purchased. Kwh purchases
increased to make up for the shortfall caused by the Big Stone Plant
shutdown and to provide for increased demand among retail electric
customers. The increase in the cost per kwh of purchased power in
2005 is partially due to increases in fuel costs and partially due to a
decrease in available electricity from hydro-generation in the region due
to lower water levels in Upper Missouri River reservoirs resulting from a
prolonged drought in the Upper Missouri River basin. Approximately 90%
of fuel and purchased power cost increases associated with service to
retail electric customers is subject to recovery through the fuel cost
recovery component of retail rates.

The $14.5 million increase in other operation and maintenance expenses
in 2005 compared with 2004 includes increases of: $7.4 million in labor
and benefits expense, $1.8 million in costs related to contract work
performed for others, $1.5 million in storm damage repair costs,
$1.3 million in tree-trimming and transmission line and pole maintenance
expenditures and $1.1 million in maintenance expenses related to the
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seven-week maintenance shutdown of Big Stone Plant in 2005. The
increase in labor and benefit expenses is due to wage and salary
increases averaging 3.6%, and increases in pension costs, storm-related
overtime pay, performance bonuses and safety awards.

The $0.4 million decrease in property taxes in 2005 compared with 2004
is a result of slightly lower utility property valuations in Minnesota in 2005.

The $6.9 million increase in retail revenues from 2003 to 2004 is mainly
due to a $4.0 million increase in FCA revenues. The remaining increase in
retail revenues was due to a 1.5% increase in retail kwh sales. The
increase in retail sales reflects a 3.2% increase in kwh sales to commercial
and industrial customers, partially offset by a 2.0% decrease in kwh sales
to residential customers. The increase in commercial and industrial kwh
sales reflects increased sales to pipeline customers related tc increased
ofl prices and increased sales to large commercial customers due to a
rebounding economy in 2004. Residential kwh sales decreased mainly as
a result of a 56.7% decrease in cooling degree-days in the summer of
2004 compared with the summer of 2003. The increase in FCA revenues
is due t0 a 16.3% increase in kwh purchases for retail use in 2004
compared with 2003. Fuel and purchased power costs for retail use also
increased as a result of highér retail kwh demand in 2004 compared
with 2003.

Wholesale revenues from sales of company-owned generation
decreased $0.6 million in 2004 compared with 2003 due to a 1.9%
decrease in kwh sales combined with a 1.5% decrease in revenue per
kwh of generation sold. Fuel costs per kwh of generation used for
wholesale sales decreased 2.6% between the years resulting in a decrease
in the gross margin per kwh sold from company-owned generation of
only 0.2%. Net margins on purchased power resold decreased $1.0 million
despite a 2.2% increase in kwh sales as a result of a 16.3% decrease in
the gross margin per kwh of purchased power resold. The 2003 mid-year
change in the revenue recognition methodology (applied to resales of
purchased power from contract-based prices to market-based prices as
a result of adopting SFAS No. 133 in July 2003) is a contributing factor to
the 16.3% decrease in the gross margin per kwh of purchased power
resold between 2003 and 2004. The $0.8 million decrease in net
mark-to-market gains on forward energy contracts reflects the
recognition of $2.1 million in net gains related to the initial adoption of
mark-to-market accounting on forward energy contracts in July 2003,
partially offset by & $1.3 million increase in mark-to-market gains
recognized in 2004 compared with 20083 as a result of applying mark-to-
market accounting to forward energy contracts for all of 2004 compared
with applying it for only six months of 2003.

In 2003, other electric operating revenues included revenues from
contracted construction work completed on a large wind farm project in
North Dakota. The electric utility did not have a construction contract of
similar magnitude in 2004, which is the main reason for the $5.5 million
reduction in other electric revenues between 2003 and 2004.

The $1.8 million decrease in other operation and maintenance expenses
in 2004 compared with 2003 includes a $3.2 million reduction in costs
related to contracted construction work on the wind farm project
completed in 20083. This reduction was partially offset by increases in
regulatory expenses and increases in expenses related to transmission
services, and a $0.6 million net increase in labor and benefit expenses after
taking into account a $0.7 million reduction in retiree medical benefit costs
related to the Medicare prescription drug benefit subsidy recorded in 2004.

The $1.8 million decrease in depreciation and amortization expense for
2004 compared with 20083 is related to the extension of the depreciable
service lives of certain units of electric utility property. The extension of
these depreciable service lives was included in the electric utility's annual
depreciation study and depreciation rates approved by the MPUC. The
$0.8 million increase in property taxes in 2004 compared with 2003 is
mainty related to a 9.0% increase in the value of electric utility property
apportioned to Minnesota related to the value the State of Minnesota
assigned tc the utility’s Solway combustion turbine generator property.
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PLASTICS
The following table summarizes the results of operations for our plastics
segment for the years ended December 31:

% %
(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change 2003
Operating revenues $ 158,548 37 $115426 34 $ 86,009
Cost of goods sold 121,245 25 97,126 28 76,046
Operating expenses 10,939 91 5718 50 3,824
Depreciation and amortization 2,511 9 2,297 8 2,126

Operating income $ 23853 132 $ 10285 158 $ 4,013

The $43.1 million increase in plastics operating revenues in 2005
compared with 2004 reflects a 31.9% increase in the average sales price
per pound of PVC pipe sold combined with a 3.2% increase in pounds of
PVC pipe sold between the years. The increase in revenue reflects the
effect of rising resin prices and increased custormner demand for PVC
pipe. Demand accelerated to record levels late in the third quarter of
2005 as substantial resin price increases were anncunced and concerns
developed over the adeguacy of resin supply following the 2005 Guif
Coast hurricanes. A majerity of U.S. resin production plants are located
in the Gulf Coast region. The increase in revenugs was partially offset
by a $24.1 million increase in cost of goods sold, reflecting a 19.9%
increase in the average cost per pound of pipe sold. The average cost
per pound of resin, the raw material used to produce PVC pipe,
increased 16.4% between the periods. The $5.2 million increase in
operating expenses between the periods primarily is due to increases in
costs directly related to increased sales. The increase in depreciation
and amortization expense relates mostly to manufacturing equipment
purchased in 2004 and 2005.

The $28.4 million increase in plastics operating revenues in 2004
compared with 2003 reflects a 10.8% increase in the pounds of PVC
pipe sold between the years combined with an 18.2% increase in the
average sales price per pound of pipe sold. The increase in revenues
was partially offset by a $21.1 million increase in cost of goods sold
reflecting an 11.7% increase in the average cost per pound of pipe sold.
The average cost per pound of resin increased 19.0% between the periods.
The $1.9 milion increase in operating expenses between the periods
primarily is due to increases in costs directly related to increased sales
along with increases in building rental expenses and property taxes related
to our polyethylene pipe plant in Hampton, lowa, which began operations
in summer 2003. The increase in depreciation and amortization expense
relates mostly to manufacturing equipment purchased in 2003 and 2004.

MANUFACTURING

Operating results for the manufacturing segment for 2004 and 2003 have
changed as a result of the reclassification of St. George Steel Fabrication,
Inc. and Chassis Liner Corporation to discontinued operations in 2005.
The following table summarizes the results of operations for our
manufacturing segment for the years ended December 31:

% %
(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change 2003
Operating revenues $ 244,311 21 $201615 28 § 157,401
Cost of goods sold 194,264 23 157,802 29 122,763
Operating expenses 23,872 13 21,098 14 18,471
Depreciation and amortization 9,447 21 7,828 14 6,882
Operating income $ 16,728 12 $ 14887 60 $ 828




Revenue increases at the manufacturing companies in 2005 compared
with 2004 are due to a combination of factors including increased unit
sales, increased sales of higher-priced products, higher prices refated to
material cost increases and 2005 acquisitions. The increase in cost of
goods sold in the manufacturing segment was proportional to the increase
in sales revenue resulting in a $6.2 million increase in manufacturing
segment gross profits between the periods.

The increase in revenues in our manufacturing segment in 2005
compared with 2004 relates to the following:

* Revenues at DMI Industries, Inc. (DMI), our manufacturer of wind
towers, increased $23.8 million (48.9%) due to increased production
and sales activity. This is in part related to the production tax credits
for wind-generated electricity being in place for 2005 as well as
improvements in productivity and capacity utilization.

* Revenues at BTD Manufacturing Inc. (BTD), our metal parts stamping
and fabrication company, increased $10.2 million (14.9%) mainly as a
result of product price increases to cover rising material costs reflected
in an 11.8% increase in revenue per unit sold between the periods.
The purchase of Performance Tool in January 2005 contributed
$3.8 million toward BTD's revenue increase.

* Revenues at ShoreMaster, Inc., our waterfront equipment manufacturer,
increased $4.9 milion (9.5%) due to the acquisitions of Shoreline
Industries and Southeast Floating Docks, offset in part by a dacline in
revenues in its residential and cormmercial divisions.

* Revenues at T.O. Plastics, Inc., our manufacturer of thermoformed
plastic and horticutural products, increased $3.8 miltion (11.6%) as a
result of productivity improvernents and higher prices that provided for
recovery of increased raw material costs.

The increase in cost of goods sold in our manufacturing segment in

2005 compared with 2004 relates to the following:

« DM cost of goods sold increased $18.4 million between the periods
as a result of increased production and higher raw material costs,
subcontracter and labor costs. DMI cost of goods sold also includes a
$1.0 million write-down of inventory in the third quarter 2005 for tower
sections that have limited use in the wind business due to changes in
wind tower design requirements.

¢ Cost of goods sold at BTD increased $12.1 million as a result of
higher raw matetial and labor costs mainly related to increased
production. The purchase of Performance Tool in January 2005
contributed $2.8 milfion toward BTD's increase in cost of goods sold.

* ShoreMaster’s $3.8 million increase in cost of goods seld is mainly
related to the acquisitions of Shoreline Industries and Southeast
Floating Docks and increases in material costs.

¢ T.O. Plastics cost of goods sold increased $2.3 million between the
periods as a result of increased material costs.

The increase in operating expenses in our manufacturing segment in
2005 compared with 2004 relates to the following:
* DM operating expenses increased $1.2 million as a result of a
$0.5 million increase in wages, salaries and benefit expenses, a
$0.4 million increase in costs associated with changes in piant layout
to improve productivity and a $0.2 million increase in repairs and
maintenance costs.
» ShoreMaster's operating expenses increased $1.5 milion mainly as a
result of the acquisitions of Shoreline Industries and Southeast Floating
Docks in January and May of 2005.

Depreciation expense increased in 2005 compared with 2004 as a
result of 2004 equipment additions and the 2005 manufacturing segment
acquisitions.

The manufacturing segment's improved performance in 2004 compared
with 2003 can be attributed to certain companies within this segment
being able to offset increases in commodity prices with product pricing
increases and increased productivity and capacity utilization. The increases
in productivity at BTD and DMI resuited in a combined increase in

manufacturing segment operating income from these two companies of

$6.5 million in 2004 compared with 2003. Revenue increases at the other

manufacturing companies were offset by increased costs and operating
expenses resulting in a combined net decrease in operating income from

these companies of $0.9 million in 2004 compared with 2003.

The increase in revenues in our manufacturing segment in 2004
compared with 2003 relates to the following:

* Revenues at BTD increased $18.5 million (36.8%) as a result of
product price increases related to increases in raw material costs,
especially steel, and a 12.7% increase in the number of units
produced and sold at BTD's expanded manufacturing facilities in 2004
compared with 2003.

e DMI revenues increased $11.3 million (30.4%) reflecting product price
increases related to increased steel prices and increased productivity
and plant utilization in 2004.

¢ ShoreMaster revenues increased $8.6 million (18.7%) as a result of
increases in sales of residential waterfront equipment, increases in
jobs in progress and product price increases related to higher raw
material costs.

* Revenues at T.O. Plastics increased $5.8 million {21.8%) as a resuit of
a 14.2% increase in units sold in 2004 compared with 2003.

The $35.0 million increase in cost of goods sold in 2004 compared
with 2003 includes increases of $13.3 million at BTD, $8.8 million at
ShoreMaster, $7.7 milfion at DMI and $5.2 million at T.0. Plastics as a
result of production increases and higher raw material costs at each of
the companies.

The $2.6 million net increase in manufacturing segment cperating
expenses in 2004 compared with 2003 includes $1.9 million in increased
expenses at BTD (reflecting increases in compensation and promotional
expenses related to increased sales and losses related to the disposal of
equipment no longer used in production) and $0.9 million in increased
sales commissions at ShoreMaster. The $0.9 million increase in depreciation
and amortization expense in 2004 compared with 2003 is mainly due to 2004
and 2003 equipment purchases at three of our manufacturing companies.

HEALTH SERVICES
The following table summarizes the results of operations for our health
services segment for the years ended December 31:

% Y%
(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change 2003
Operating revenues $ 123,991 8 $114318 13 $100,912
Cost of goods sold 90,327 5 85,731 14 75117
QOperating expenses 21,989 25 17,593 14 15,410
Depreciation and amortization 4,038  (20) 5,047 2) 5,137
Operating income $ 7,637 28 $ 5847 13 $ 5248

The $9.7 million increase in health services operating revenues for 2005
compared with 2004 reflects an increase of $13.9 miliion in scanning and
other related service revenues offset by a decline in revenues from
equipment sales and service of $4.2 million between the periods. The
revenue per scan and the number of scans completed increased 9.6%
and 5.9%, respectively. The imaging business added to its fleet of medical
imaging equipment in 2005 resulting in an increase in revenue from rentals
and interim installations of scanning equipment and related technical
support services. The increase in health services revenue was partially
offset by increases in cost of goods sold and operating expenses of
$9.0 million to support the increases in imaging services activity. The
increase in cost of goods sold is mainly related to increased equipment
rental costs and increased labor costs partially offset by decreases in
materials and maintenance costs. The increase in operating expenses is
mainly due to increased payroll and travel expenses and increases in
contractual allowances and bad debt expenses between the periods and
losses on equipment sales in 2005. The decrease in depreciation and
amortization expense is the result of certain assets reaching the ends of
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their depreciable lives. When these assets are replaced, they are generally
replaced with assets leased under operating leases. Improved operating
efficiencies in the imaging business and service cost reductions initiated
in 2004 along with growing scan counts have contributed to improved
results in the health services segment. i

The $13.4 million increase in health services operating revenues for
2004 compared with 2003 reflects $6.9 miliion in additional imaging
revenues and $6.5 million from sales and servicing of equipment. The
number of scans performed on a fee-per-scan basis decreased 14.1%
while the average fee per scan increased 17.7%. The increase in revenue
from equipment sales includes $1.8 million in increased revenue refated
to the acquisitions of Topline Medical and North Star Medical Systems in
May and July of 2003. The $10.6 million increase in cost of goods sold
in 2004 compared with 2003.includes $4.5 million related to equipment
sales and $6.1 million related to imaging and other services. The
$2.2 million increase in operating expenses reflects increases in
compensation and benefits expenses and increases in travel expenses
related to the 2003 medical equipment company acquisitions and an
expansion of imaging services.

FOOD INGREDIENT PROCESSING
The following table summarizes the results of operations for our food
ingredient processing segment for the periods ended December 31:

2005 2004
(in thousands) (full year) (19 weeks)
Operating revenues $ 38,501 $ 14,023
Cost of goods sold 30,930 11,379
Operating expenses 2,533 876
Depreciation and amortization 3,399 1,118

Qperating income $ 1,639 $ 650

The increases in revenues, cost of goods sold, operating expenses
and depreciation and amortization are due to 2004 results reflecting only
19 weeks of operating activity as a result of the acquisition of Idaho
Pacific Holdings, Inc. (IPH) in August 2004. Disclosure of pro forma
information related to the results of operations of IPH for the periods
presented in this report is not required due to immateriality.

Consistent with trends in the industry, operating income for 2005 was
less than expected as a result of lower sales volume and prices, high
energy costs, increasing raw material costs and the increasing value of
the Canadian dollar relative to the U.S. dollar.

OTHER BUSINESS OPERATIONS
The following table summarizes the results of operations for our other
business operations segment for the years ended December 31:

% Y%

(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change 2003

Operating revenues $171,939 16 $148,328 28 $114,726
Cost of goods sold 131,951 17 113,064 37 82,378
Operating expenses 52,468 22 42807 17 36,646
Goodwill impairment loss 1,003 . -~ -~ - -
Depreciation and amortization 2,666 9 2,945 4 2,841
Operating (loss) $ (16,149) (53) $ (10,578) (48 $ (7,139

The increases in operating revenues and cost of goods sold in our other
business cperations in 2005 compared with 2004 are due to the following:
¢ Revenues at OTESCO, our energy services company, increased

$20.4 million (45.8%), which includes $20.9 milion in increased

revenue from natural gas sales mainly as a result of increases in natural

gas prices between the periods. The increase in revenue from natural
gas sales was almost entirely offset by a $20.6 million increase in natural

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

gas costs between the years, OTESCO also recorded a net increase in
technical services revenue of $0.2 million between the years and a net
loss on natural gas forward swap transactions of $0.5 miflion in 2005
compared to a net gain of $0.2 million recorded in 2004.

¢ Revenues at Midwest Construction Services, Inc. (MCS), our electrical
design and construction services company, increased $16.6 million
(61.4%) between the years as a result of an increase in work in
progress, which was mostly offset by a $13.7 million increase in cost
of goods sold including $4.4 million in increased material and labor
costs incurred on a single project that resulted in a significant loss on
that project.

¢ Revenues at E. W. Wylie Cerporation (Wylie), our flatbed trucking
company, increased $3.7 million (13.7%j) in 2005 compared with 2004
due to a 9.7% increase in miles driven by company-operated and
owner-operated trucks and a $0.9 miflion increase in fuel surcharge
revenue.

* Revenuses at Foley Company, a mechanical and prime contractor on
industrial projects, decreased $17.2 million (35.4%) in 2005 compared
with 2004 due to a decrease in jobs in progress. The decrease in
Foley’s revenues was mostly offset by a decrease of $15.4 miliion in
material, subcontractor, labor and insurance costs between the periods.

The increase in operating expenses in our other business operations
segment in 2005 compared with 2004 relates to the following:

* Wylie's operating expenses increased $3.9 million as a resut of higher
fuel prices, increased fuel usage and fabor costs related to the increase
in miles driven and increases in truck leasing costs between the periods.

* Increases in employee health insurance and other employes benefit
costs and increases in insurance costs at our captive insurance company
contributed $1.9 million to the increase in net losses in this segment.

* MCS reported increased expenses of $0.8 million for wages and
benefits, outside contracted services and advertising and promotions
in 2005 compared with 2004,

The $1.0 million goodwill impairment loss in 2005 relates to the
write-off of goodwill at OTESCO in the third quarter of 2005 as a result of
a reassessment of its future cash flows in light of rising natural gas prices
and greater market volatility in future prices for natural gas.

Wylie's depreciation and amortization expenses decreased by
$0.3 million between the pericds as a result of a 2004 decision to lease
rather than buy replacement trucks for their fleet.

The increases in operating revenues and cost of goods sold in our
other business operations in 2004 compared with 2003 are due to the
following: ’
¢ Revenues at Foley Company, acquired in November 2003, increased

$40.6 million and Foley’s cost of goods sold increased $36.7 miflion

between the years, reflecting a full year of operations in 2004,
¢ Revenues at OTESCO increased $8.6 milion (23.9%) and its cost of

gocds sold increased $8.5 million between the years mainty due to

increases in natural gas prices.

* Wylie's revenues increased $1.9 million (7.8%) reflecting increased
brokerage activity and the pass through of increased diesel fuel prices
to customers. Brokered miles increased 5.5% between the yesars
while the combined miles driven by company-owned trucks and
owner-operated trucks decreased 7.4%.

* MCS revenues decreased $17.7 milion (38.5%) and cost of goods
sold decreased $14.6 million between the periods due to a lower
volume of available work in combination with excess capacity in
MCS's construction market.

The increase in operating expenses in our other business operations
segment in 2004 compared with 2003 relates to the following:
¢ Foley's operating expenses were $3.2 miliion for 2004 compared with
$0.5 million for two months of operations in 2003.



* Wylie's operating expenses increased $1.9 million mainly as a result of
higher fuet prices and increased brokerage activity between the periods.

¢ QOperating expenses in 2004 reflect $1.3 milion in increased unallocated
corporate overhead costs mainly due to increases in employee benefit
costs and increased expenses for professional services related to
compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley Section 404 requirements.

* MCS reported increased expenses of $0.7 million, mostly due to
increases in payrolf and advertising and promotional expenses in 2004
compared with 2003.

¢ OTESCO's general and administrative expenses decreased
$0.3 milfion between the years.

CONSOLIDATED INTEREST CHARGES
Interest expense increased $0.4 million in 2005 compared to 2004
primarily as a result of increased interest rates on short-term debt. In
2005, short-term debt interest expense was $1.6 million at an average
rate of 3.7% on an average daily balance of $42.6 million, compared with
$1.2 million at an average rate of 2.2% on an average daily balance of
$57.8 million in 2004,

Interest expense increased $0.5 million in 2004 compared to 2003
primarily as a result of interest expense on the bridge loan used to
finance the acquisition of IPH.

CONSOLIDATED INCOME TAXES

The 60% increase in income tax expense from continuing operations in
2005 compared to 2004 is due, in part, to a 39% increase in income
from continuing operations before income taxes. Cur effective tax rate on
income from continuing operations was 34.6% for 2005 compared with
30.0% for 2004. The difference in the effective tax rate for 2005 compared
to 2004 is a function of the level of fixed deductions and credits in
proportion to higher net income before tax in 2005 compared to 2004.
See note 14 to consolidated financial statements.

Our effective tax rate on income from continuing operations was
30.0% for 2004 compared with 27.0% for 2003. Approximately 1.0% of
the difference in the effective tax rate for 2004 compared to 2003 reflects
the impact of R&D tax credits claimed in 2003. The remaining 2.0%
difference in the effective tax rate for 2004 compared to 2003 is a
function of the level of fixed deductions and credits in proportion to
higher net income before tax in 2004 compared to 2003.

DISCONTINUED OPERATIONS

Discontinued operations includes the operating results of Midwest
Information Systems (MIS), a telecommunications company located in
Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, St. George Stee! Fabrication, Inc. (SGS), a
structural steel fabricator located in St. George, Utah, and Chassis Liner
Corporation (CLC) a manufacturer of auto and truck frame-straightening
equipment and accessories located in Alexandria, Minnesota. The sales
of MIS and SGS were completed in the second quarter of 2005. The sale
of CLC was completed in the fourth quarter of 2005. The following table
presents operating revenues, expenses, including interest and other
income and deductions, and income taxes, included on a net basis in
income from discontinued operations on our 2005, 2004 and 2003
consolidated statements of income.

Y% %
(in thousands) 2005 change 2004 change 2003
Operating revenues $ 16,449 (51) $ 33,701 16 § 28057
Expenses 16,978  (45) 31,098 16 26,752
Income tax (benefit) expense (221) - 1,040 35 768
(Loss) income from
discontinued operations $ (@08 -~ $ 1,563 9 $ 1,43t

The following table presents the pre-tax and net-of-tax gains and
losses recorded on the sales of the three companies in 2005.

(in thousands) MIS SGS CL.C Tolal

Gain (loss) on sale $15,025- $(2919) § (@71) $15835
Income tax (expense) benefit (7,107) 1,168 108 (5,831
Net gain {loss) on sale $11,818  $(1,751) $ (163)  $10,004

IMPACT OF INFLATION

The electric utility operates under regulatory provisions that allow price
changes in fuel and certain purchased power costs to be passed to most
retail customers through automatic adjustments to its rate schedules
under fuel clause adjustments. Other increases in the cost of electric
service must be recovered through timely filings for electric rate increases
with the appropriate regulatory agency.

Qur plastics, manufacturing, health services, food ingredient processing,
and other business operations consist entirely of unregulated businesses.
increased operating costs are reflected in product or services pricing with
any limitations on price increases determined by the marketplace. Raw
material costs, labor costs and interest rates are important components
of costs for companies in these segments. Any or all of these components
could be impacted by inflation or other pricing pressures, with a possible
adverse effect on our profitability, especially where increases in these costs
exceed price increases on finished products. In recent years, our operating
companies have faced strong inflationary and other pricing pressures
with respect to steel, fuel, resin, lumber, concrete, aluminum and health
care costs, which have been partially mitigated by pricing adjustments.

2006 EXPECTATIONS

We anticipate 2006 diluted earnings per share from continuing operations

will be in a range from $1.60 to $1.80.
Contributing to the earnings expectations for 2006 are the following items:

¢ We expect solid performance in the electric segment in 2006 although
net income is anticipated to be lower than 2005 levels. This is primarily
because margins on wholesale electric sales are expected to be
tighter as the MISO market becomes more efficient, anticipated
increases in transmission service and wage and benefit costs, and
uncertainty related to the recoverability of certain MISO-related costs
through the fuel clause adjustments in Minnesota and North Dakota
retail rates. We expect earnings for the electric segment in 2006 to
return to more historical levels.

* We expect the plastics segment performance to return to more
historical levels in 2008 following the 2005 record year,

e The improving economy, continued enhancements in productivity and
capacity utilization, expanded markets, expansion of production
capacity with the opening of a new wind tower production facility in
Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada, and continued availability of production
tax credits are expected to result in increased net income in our
manufacturing segment.

s Our health services segment is expected to have moderate growth in
net income in 2006.

» \We expect our food ingredient processing business to generate net
income in the range of $2 million to $4 million for the year ending
December 31, 20086.

¢ Qur other business operations segment is expected to show improved
results over 2005 due to an improving economy and an increase in its
backlog of construction contracts. An increase in wind energy projects
activity is expected to have a positive impact on our electrical
contracting business.

» We anticipate investing approximately $57 million in capital expenditures
during 2006 in addition to funding possible future acquisitions.

¢ Our outlock for 2006 reflects the impact of Statement of Financial
Accounting Standards No. 123(R), Share-Based Payment, which is
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anticipated to lower diluted earnings per share resuilts by $0.015 per
share in 2008. This standard requires all share-based compensation
awards be measured at fair value at the date of grant and expensed
over their vesting or service periods. This standard is effective
beginning in January 20086.

Our outlook for 2006 is dependent on & variety of factors and is
subject to the risks and uncertainties discussed under “Risk Factors and

Cautionary Statements.”

LIQUIDITY

We believe our financial condition is strong and that our cash, cther liguid
assets, operating cash flows, access to capital markets through our
universal shelf registration .and borrowing ability because of solid credit
ratings, when taken together, provide adequate resources to fund ongoing
operating requirements and future capital expenditures related to expansion
of existing businesses and development of new projects. However, our
operating cash flow and access to capital markets can be impacted by
macroeconomic factors outside our contral. In addition, our borrowing
costs can be impacted by short-term and long-term debt ratings
assigned to us by independent rating agencies, which in part are based
on certain credit measures such as interest coverage and leverage ratios.

We have achieved a high degree of long-term liquidity by maintaining
desired capitalization ratios and solid credit ratings, implementing
cost-containment programs and investing in projects that provide returns
in excess of our weighted average cost of capital.

Cash provided by operating activities from centinuing and discontinued
operations was $95.8 million in 2005 compared with $56.3 million in 2004.
The $39.5 million increase in cash from operations reflects a $13.3 million
increase in net income (net of the $3.0 million increase in noncash
depreciation and amortization expense and excluding the $10.0 milion
gain on the sale of discontinued operations) and a $34.3 million increase
in payables and other current liabilities offset by a $7.8 million increase in
receivables, inventories and other current assets between the years. The
increase in payables and other current liabilities inciudes: $11.5 million
related to PVC resin purchased in the fourth quarter of 2005 under
extended payment terms related to a normal slowdown in business in the
fourth quarter, $6.5 million in incentive compensation accrual increases
related to improved results in the electric and plastics business segments
in 2005 and increased production activity at DMI, $5.4 million in billings in
excess of costs at DMI and Shoremaster related to an increase in jobs in
progress at year-end 2005 compared with year-end 2004, a $4.7 million
increase in accounts payable at DMI related to a large steel shipment
received in December 2005, a $1.9 milion refund payable related 1o a
MPUC order in December 2005, and an increase of $3.4 miilion in
deposits, deferred revenues and business insurance reserves at year-end
2005 compared to year-end 2004. The increase in receivables and
inventeries reflects increases in receivables, mainly at MCS and the plastic
pipe companies and increases in inventories primarily at the manufacturing
companies. While consolidated accounts receivables are higher at
December 31, 2005 compared with December 31, 2004, the average
days outstanding for accounts receivable decreased between the years.

The $91.1 million decrease-in net cash used in investing activities in
2005 compared with 2004 reflects a $57.8 million decrease in cash used
to complete acquisitions and $34.2 million in proceeds from the sales of
MIS, SGS and CLC in 2005. The decrease in cash used for acquisitions
and other investments is mostly related to the 2004 acquisition of IPH,
in which $68.2 million in cash was paid and $6.0 milion was placed in
escrow to pay off earn-out contingencies if IPH achieved certain financial
targets for the pericd from August 1, 2004 through July 31, 2005. The
financial targets were not achieved and the $6.0 million in escrow was
returned to the Company in August 2005, contributing to cash flows
from other investments in 2005. A breakdown of capital expenditures by
segment is provided below under Capital Requirements,
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Cash paid for acquisitions in 2005 net of cash acquired included the

following:

(thousands)

Performance Tool $ 4,118
Shoreline industries 2,328
Southeast Floating Docks 3,968
Contingency payments —prior years™ acquisitions 811

Total $ 11,223

Net cash used in financing activities was $62.0 million in 2005
compared with net cash provided by financing activities of $55.9 millicn
in 2004. Major uses of cash for financing activities in 2005 were:

* $32.7 million for the payment of dividends on common shares

outstanding

* $24.0 miflicn for repayment of short-term debt
¢ $7.2 milion for the retirement of long-term debt

The $9.7 million in net proceeds from the issuance of common stock
in 2005 included $5.8 million from the exercise of stock options and
$4.3 million from the issuance of 175,000 common shares in January 2005
as a result of the underwriters exercising a portion of their over-allotment
option in connection with our Decernber 2004 public offering.

CASH REALIZATION RATIOS-
CONTINUING OPERATIONS

== Cash flows from operations

Net income

The cash redlization ratio represents cash
flows from continuing operations expressed
as a percent of net income from continuing
operations.

CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS

INTEREST-BEARING DEBT AS A
PERCENT OF TOTAL CAPITAL

3800

3600

$400

$200

m— Total capital
wememe [Nterest-bearing debt
(includes short-term debt)

Otter Tail has maintained a 37-47%
interest-bearing debt to total capital ratio
for the past three years. The decrease in
{BD to total capitalization from 2003 to
2004 reflects the issuance of $71 million
in common equity in 2004. The decrease
in IBD to total capitalization from 2004 to
2005 reflects the net gain on the sales of
discontinued operations of $10.0 miflion
and record net income from continuing
operations of $52.9 million in 2005.

We have a capital expenditure program for the expansion, upgrade and
improvement of our plants and operating equipment. Typical uses of cash
for capital expenditures are investments in electric generation facilities,
transmission and distribution lines, equipment used in the manufacturing
process, purchase of diagnostic medical equipment, transportation
equipment and computer hardware and information systems. The capital
expenditure program is subject to review and is revised annualily in light
of changes in demands for energy, technology, environmental laws,
regulatory changes, business expansion opportunities, the costs of labor,
materials and equipment and our consolidated financial condition.
Consolidated capital expenditures for the years 2005, 2004 and 2003
were $60.0 million, $49.5 million and $48.8 million, respectively. The
estimated capital expenditures for 2006 are $57.4 million and the total



capital expenditures for the five-year period 2006 through 2010 are
estimated to be approximately $477 million, which includes $247 million
for our share of expected expenditures for construction of the planned
BSP |l electric generating plant and related transmission assets if all
necessary permits and approvals are granted on a timely basis.

The breakdown of 2003, 2004 and 2005 actual and 2006 through
2010 estimated capital expenditures by segment i§ as follows:

{in miflions) 2003 2004 2005 2006 2006-2010
Electric $ 28 $ 25 $ 30 $ 29 $ 381
Plastics 4 3 4 8 18
Manufacturing 10 13 16 13 55
Health services 6 4 3 1 3
Food ingredient processing - 4 3 4 18
Other business operations 1 1 4 2 5

Total $ 49 $ 50 $ 60 $ 57 $ 477

The following table summarizes our contractual obligations at
December 31, 2005 and the effect these obligations are expected to
have on our liquidity and cash flow in future periods.

Less Mare

than 1-3 3-5 than5
{in mifions) Total 1 year years years  years
Long-term debt obligations $262 $ 3 $ 58 $ 5 $196
Interest on long-term debt obligations 141 16 27 24 74
Operating lease obligations 136 37 59 37 3
Capacity and energy requirements 110 17 33 24 36
Coal contracts (required minimums) 84 16 22 12 34
Postretirement benefit abligations 47 4 7 8 28
Other purchase obligations 42 42 — — -
Total contractual cash obligations $822 $135 $206 $110 $371

Interest on $22.0 million of variable-rate debt outstanding on
December 31, 2005 was projected based on the interest rates applicable
to those debt instruments on December 31, 2006.

CAPITAL RESOURCES

Financial flexibility is provided by operating cash flows, our universal shelf
registration, unused lines of credit, strong financial coverages, solid credit
ratings, and alternative financing arrangements such as leasing. We have
the ability to issue up to $256 milion of common stock, preferred stock,
debt and certain other securities from time to time under our universal
shelf registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. Additional equity or debt financing may be required in the
period 2006 through 2010 in the event we decide to refund or retire early
any of our presently outstanding debt or cumulative preferred shares, to
retire the $50 million 8.375% senior debentures due December 1, 2007,
to complete acquisitions, to fund the construction of the new BSP Il
generating station at the Big Stone Plant site or for other corporate
purposes. There can be no assurance that any additional required financing
will be available through bank borrowings, debt or equity financing or
otherwise, or that if such financing is available, it will be available on
terms acceptable to us. If adequate funds are not available on acceptable
terms, our businesses, results of operations and financial condition could
be adversely affected.

Our $100 million line of credit with U.S. Bank National Association,
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Wells Fargo Bank, National Association, and
Bank Hapoalim B.M., expires on April 26, 2008. The terms of the current
line of credit are essentially the same as those in place in the prior
agreement. However, outstanding letters of credit issued by the company
can reduce the amount available for borrowing under the line by up to
$20 million. Borrowings under the line of credit bear interest at LIBOR plus

0.6%, subject to adjustment based on the ratings of our senior unsecured
debt. We do not anticipate any difficulties in renewing this line of credit.

Our bank line of credit is a key source of operating capital and can
provide interim financing of working capital and other capital requirements,
if needed. This line is an unsecured revolving credit facility available to
support borrowings of our nonelectric operations. We anticipate that the
electric utility’s cash requirements will be provided for by cash flows from
electric utility operations. Our obligations under this line of credit are
guaranteed by our 100%-owned subsidiary that owns substantially all of
our nonelectric companies. As of December 31, 2005, $16.0 million of
the $100 million line of credit was in use and $12.0 million was restricted
from use to cover outstanding letters of credit.

Our line of credit, $80 million 6.63% senior notes and Lombard US
Equipment Finance note contain the following covenants: a debt-to-total
capitalization ratio not in excess of 80% and an interest and dividend
coverage ratio of at least 1.5 to 1. The 6.63% senior notes also require
that priority debt not be in excess of 20% of total capitalization. We were
in compliance with all of the covenants under our financing agreements
as of December 31, 2005.

Our obligations under the 8.63% senior notes are guaranteed by our
100%-owned subsidiary that owns substantially all of our nonelectric
companies. Our Grant County and Mercer County pollution control
refunding revenue bonds require that we grant to Ambac Assurance
Corporation, under a financial guaranty insurance policy relating to the
bonds, a security interest in the assets of the electric utility if the rating on
our senior unsecured debt is downgraded to Baa2 or below (Moody's) or
BBB or below (Standard & Poor's).

On August 26, 2005 Moody’s Investor Service lowered its ratings of
our senior unsecured debt from A2 to A3 and our preferred stock from
Baa1 to Baa2 and changed its outiook from negative to stable. On
December 22, 2005 Standard & Poor’s Rating Services affirmed our
corporate credit rating and senior unsecured debt rating of BBB+.

At the same time the outlook was revised from negative to stable.

Our securities ratings at December 31, 2005 are:

Moody’s
Investors Standard
Service & Poor’s
Senior unsecured debt A3 BBB+
Preferred stock Baa2 BBB-
Outlook Stable Stable

Disclosure of these securities ratings is not a recommendation to buy,
sell or hold our securities. Downgrades in these securities ratings could
adversely affect our company. Further downgrades could increase
borrowing costs resulting in possible reductions to net income in future
periods and increase the risk of default on our debt obligations.

Our ratio of earnings to fixed charges from continuing operations,
which includes imputed finance costs on operating leases, was 4.3x for
2005 compared to 3.4x for 2004 and our long-term debt interest coverage
ratio before taxes was 6.3x for 2005 compared to 4.9x for 2004. During
2006, we expect these coverage ratios to decrease from 2005 levels
assuming 2006 net income meets our expectations.

LONG-TERM DEBT INTEREST
COVERAGE

(times interest earned before ttm

NOW B T v N

Otter Tail has maintained coverage
ratios in excess of its debt covenant
requirements.

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

25



26

QFF-BALANCE-SHEET ARRANGEMENTS

We do not have any off-balance-sheet arrangements or any relationships
with unconsolidated entities or financial partnerships. These entities are
often referred to as structured finance special purpose entities or variable
interest entities, which are established for the purpose of facilitating
off-balance-sheet arrangements or for other contractually narrow or
limited purpeses. We are not exposed to any financing, liquidity, market
or credit risk that could arise if we had such relationships.

RISK FACTORS AND CAUTIONARY STATEMENTS

We are including the following factors and cautionary statements in this
Annual Report to make applicable and to take advantage of the safe
harbor provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995
for any forward-looking statements made by us or on our behalf,
Forward-looking statements include statements concerning plans,
objectives, goals, strategies, future events or performance, and underlying
assumptions {many of which are based, in turn, upon further assumptions)
and other statements that are other than statements of historical facts.
From time to time, we may publish or otherwise make available forward-
looking statements of this nature. All these forward-looking statements,
whether written or oral and whether made by us or on our behalf, are
also expressly qualified by these factors and cautionary statements.
Forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties, which could
cause actual results or outcomes to differ materially from those expressed.

Any forward-locking statement contained in this document speaks
only as of the date on which the statement is made, and we undertake
no obligation to update any forward-looking statement or statements to
reflect events or circumstances that occur after the date on which the
statement is made or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events.
New factors emerge from time to time, and it is not possible for us to
predict all of the factors, nor can we assess the effect of each factor on
our business or the extent to which any factor, or combination of factors,
may cause actual results to differ materially from those contained in any
forward-looking statement. The following factors and the other matters
discussed herein are important factors that could cause actual results or
outcomes for our company to differ materially from those discussed in
the forward-looking statements included elsewhere in this document.

GENERAL

Our pians to grow and diversify through capital expenditures and
acquisitions may not be successful, which could result in poor
financial performance.

As part of our business strategy, we intend to acquire new businesses.
We may not be able to identify appropriate acquisition candidates or
successfully negotiate, finance or integrate acquisitions. If we are unable to
make acquisitions, we may be unable to realize the growth we anticipate.
Future acquisitions could involve numerous risks including: difficulties in
integrating the operations, services, products and personnel of the
acquired business; and the potential loss of key employees, customers
and suppliers of the acquired business. If we are unable to successfully
manage these risks of an acquisition, we could face reductions in net
income in future pericds.

Federal and state environmental regulation could require us to incur
substantial capital expenditures which couid result in increased
operating costs.

We are subject to federal, state and local environmental laws and
regulations relating to air quality, water quality, waste management,
natural resources and health safety. These laws and regulations regulate
the modification and operation of existing facilities, the construction and
operation of new facilities and the proper storage, handling, cleanup and
disposal of hazardous waste and toxic substances. Compliance with these
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legal requirements requires us to commit significant resources and funds
toward environmental monitoring, installation and operation of pollution
control equipment, payment of emission fees and securing environmental
permits. Obtaining environmental permits can entait significant expense
and cause substantial construction delays. Failure to comply with
environmental faws and regulations, even if caused by factors beyond our
control, may result in civit or criminal liabilities, penalties and fines.

Existing environmental laws or regulations may be revised and new
laws or regulations may be adopted or become applicable to us. Revised
or additional regulations, which result in increased compliance costs or
additional operating restrictions, particularly if those costs are not fully
recoverable from customers, could have a material effect on our resuits
of operations.

Volatile financial markets could restrict our ability to access capital
and increase our borrowing costs and pension plan expenses.

We rely on access to both short- and long-term capital markets as a
source of liquidity for capital requirements not satisfied by cash flows
from operations. If we are not able to access capital at competitive rates,
the ability to impfement our business plans may be adversely affected.
Market disruptions or a downgrade of our credit ratings may increase the
cost of borrowing or adversely affect our ability to access one or more
financial markets.

Changes in the U.S. capital markets could also have significant effects
on our pension plan. Our pension income or expense is affected by
factors including the market performance of the assets in the master
pension trust maintained for the pension plans for some of our employees,
the weighted average asset allocation and long-term rate of return of our
pension plan assets, the discount rate used to determine the service and
interest cost components of our net periodic pension cost and assumed
rates of increase in our employees’ future compensation. if our pension
plan assets do not achieve positive rates of return, or if our estimates
and assumed rates are not accurate, our company’s earnings may
decrease because net periodic pension costs would rise and we could
be required to provide additional funds to cover our obligations to
employees under the pension plan.

ELECTRIC

We may experience fluctuations in revenues and expenses related
to our electric operations, which may cause our financial results to
fluctuate and could impair our ability to make distributions to
shareholders or scheduled payments on our debt obligations.

A number of factors, many of which are beyond our control, may
contribute to fluctuations in our revenues and expenses from electric
operations, causing our net income to fluctuate from period to pericd.
These risks include fluctuations in the volume and price of sales of
electricity to customers or other utilities, which may be affected by factors
such as mergers and acquisitions of other utilities, geographic location of
other utilities, transmission costs (including increased costs related to
operations of regional transmission organizations), changes in the manner
in which wholesale power is sold and purchased, unpianned interruptions
at our generating plants, the effects of regulation and legislation,
demographic changes in our customer base and changes in our customer
demand or load growth. Electric wholesale margins could be reduced as
the MISO market becomes more efficient. Electric wholesale trading
margins could be reduced or eliminated by losses due to trading activities.
Other risks include weather conditions (including severe weather that
could result in damage to our assets), fuel and purchased power costs
and the rate of economic growth or decline in our service areas. A
decrease in revenues or an increase in expenses related to our electric
operations may reduce the amount of funds available for our existing and
future businesses, which could resutt in increased financing requirements,
impair our ability to make expected distributions to shareholders or impair
our ability to make scheduled payments on our debt obligations. As of




December 31, 2005 we had capitalized $1.8 million in costs related to
the planned construction of a second electric generating unit at our

Big Stone Plant site. If approvals of permits are not received on a timely
basis, the project could be at risk. If the project is abandoned, any costs
capitalized prior to abandonment would be subject to expense.

Actions by the regulators of our electric operations could result in
rate reductions, lower revenues and earnings or delays in recovering
capital expenditures.

The corporation is subject to government regulations and regulatory
actions that may have a negative impact on its business and results of
operations. The electric rates that we are allowed to charge for our
electric services are one of the most important itemns influencing our
financial position, results of operations and liquidity. The rates that we
charge our electric customers are subject to review and determination by
state public utility commissions in Minnesota, North Dakota and South
Dakota. We are also regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission. An adverse decision by one or more regulatory commissions
concerning the level or method of determining electric utility rates, the
authorized returns on equity, implementation of enforceable federal
reliability standards or other regulatory matters, permitted business
activities (such as ownership or operation of nonelectric businesses) cr
any prolonged delay in rendering a decision in a rate or other proceeding
(including with respect to the recovery of capital expenditures in rates)
could result in lower revenues and net income.

We may not be able to respond effectively to deregulation initiatives
in the electric industry, which could result in reduced revenues and
earnings.

We may not be able to respond in a timely or effective manner to the
changes in the electric industry that may occur as a result of regulatory
initiatives to increase wholesale competition. These regulatory initiatives
may include further deregulation of the electric utility industry in wholesale
markets. Although we do not expect retail competition to come to the
states of Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota in the foreseeable
future, we expect competitive forces in the electric supply segment of the
electric business to continue to increase, which could reduce cur revenues
and earnings.

Our electric generating facilities are subject to operational risks that
couid result in unscheduled plant outages, unanticipated operation
and maintenance expenses and increased power purchase costs.
Operation of electric generating facilities involves risks which can
adversely affect energy output and efficiency levels. Most of our generating
capacity is coal-fired. We rely on a timited number of suppliers of coal,
making us vulnerable to increased prices for fuel as existing contracts
expire or in the event of unanticipated interruptions in fuel supply. We are
a captive rail shipper of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad for
shipments of coal to our Big Stone and Hoot Lake Plants, making us
vulnerable to increased prices for coal transportation from a sole supplier.
Higher fuel prices result in higher electric rates for our retail customers
through fuel clause adjustments and could make us less competitive in
wholesale electric markets. Operational risks also include facility shutdowns
due to breakdown or failure of equipment or processes, labor disputes,
operator error and catastrophic events such as fires, explosions, floods,
intentional acts of destruction or other similar occurrences affecting the
electric generating facilities. The loss of a major generating facility would
require us to find other sources of supply, if available, and expose us to
higher purchased power costs.

PLASTICS

Our plastics operations are highly dependent on a limited number
of vendors for PVC resin and a limited supply of PVC resin. The loss
of a key vendor, or any interruption or delay in the supply of PVC
resin, could result in reduced sales or increased costs for our
plastics business.

We rely on a limited number of vendors to supply the PVC resin used in
our plastics business. Two vendors accounted for approximately 97% of
our total purchases of PVC resin in 2005 and approximately 98% of our
total purchases of PVC resin in 2004, In addition, the supply of PVC resin
may be limited primarily due to manufacturing capacity and the limited
availability of raw material components. The loss of a key vendor or any
interruption or delay in the availability or supply of PVC resin could disrupt
our ability to deliver our plastic products, cause customers to cancel
orders or require us to incur additional expenses to obtain PVC resin
from alternative sources, if such sources are available.

We compete against a large number of other manufacturers of PVC
pipe and manufacturers of alternative products. Customers may not
distinguish our products from those of our competitors.

The plastic pipe industry is highly fragmented and competitive, due to the
large number of producers and the fungible nature of the product. We
compete not only against other PVC pipe manufacturers, but also against
ductile iron steel, concrete and clay pipe manufacturers. Due to shipping
costs, competition is usually regional, instead of national, in scope, and
the principal areas of competition are a combination of price, service,
warranty and product performance. Our inability to compete effectively

in each of these areas and to distinguish our plastic pipe products from
competing products may adversely affect the financial performance of
our plastics business.

MANUFACTURING

Competition from foreign and domestic manufacturers, the price
and availability of raw materials, the availability of production tax
credits and general economic conditions could affect the revenues
and earnings of our manufacturing businesses.

Our manufacturing businesses are subject to risks associated with
competition from foreign and domestic manufacturers that have excess
capacity, labor advantages and other capabilities that may place
downward pressure on margins and profitability. Raw material costs for
items such as steei, lumber, concrete, aluminum and resin have recently
increased significantly and may continue to increase. Our manufacturers
may not be able to pass on the cost of such increases to their respective
customers. Each of our manufacturing companies has significant
customers and concentrated sales to such custorners. If our rejationships
with significant customers should change materially, it would be difficult
to immediately and profitably replace lost sales. We believe the demand
for wind towers that we manufacture will depend primarily on the
existence of either renewable portfolio standards or a federal production
tax credit for wind energy.

HEALTH SERVICES .
Changes in the rates or methods of third-party reimbursements for
our diagnostic imaging services could result in reduced demand for
those services or create downward pricing pressure, which would
decrease our revenues and earnings.

Our health services businesses derive significant revenue from direct
billings to customers and third-party payors such as Medicare, Medicaid,
managed care and private health insurance companies for our diagnostic
imaging services. Moreover, customers who use our diagnostic imaging
services generally rely on reimbursement from third-party payors. Adverse
changes in the rates or methods of third-party reimbursements could
reduce the number of procedures for which we or our customers can
obtain reimbursement or the amounts reimbursed to us or our customers.
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Our health services operations has a dealership and other
agreements with Philips Medical from which it derives significant
revenues from the sale and service of Philips Medical diagnostic
imaging equipment.

This agreement can be terminated on 180 days written notice by either
party for any reason. It also includes other compliance requirements. If this
agreement were terminated within the notice provisicns or we were not able
o renew such agreements or comply with the agreement, the financial
results of our health services operations would be adversely affected.

Technological change in the diagnostic imaging industry could
reduce the demand for diagnostic imaging services and require our
heaith services operations to incur significant costs to upgrade its
equipment.

Although we believe substantially all of our diagnostic imaging systems can
be upgraded to maintain their state-of-the-art character, the development
of new technologies or refinements of existing technologies might make
our existing systems technologically or economically obsolete, or cause a
reduction in the value of, or reduce the need for, our systems.

Actions by regulators of our health services operations could result
in monetary penalties or restrictions in our health services operations.
Our health services operations are subject to federal and state regulations
relating to licensure, conduct of operations, ownership of facilities,
addition of facilities and services and payment of services. Our failure to
comply with these regulations, or our inability to obtain and maintain
necessary regulatory approvals, may result in adverse actions by regulators
with respect to our health services operations, which may include civil
and criminal penalties, damages, fines, injunctions, cperating restrictions
or suspension of operations. Any such action could adversely affect our
financial results. Courts and regulatory authorities have not fully interpreted
a significant number of these laws and regulations, and this uncertainty in
interpretation increases the risk that we may be found to be in violation.
Any action brought against us for violation of these faws or reguiations,
even if successfully defended, may result in significant legal expenses
and divert management'’s attention from the operation of our businesses.

FOOD INGREDIENT PROCESSING

Our company that processes dehydrated potato flakes, flour and
granules competes in a highly competitive market, and is dependent
on adequate sources of potatoes for processing.

The market for processed, dehydrated potato flakes, flour and granules is
highly competitive. The profitability and success of our potato processing
company is dependent on superior product quality, competitive product
pricing, strong customer relationships, raw material costs, natural gas
prices and availability and customer demand for finished goods. In most
product categories, our company competes with numerous manufacturers
of varying sizes in the United States.

The principal raw material used by our potato processing company is
off-grade potatoes from growers. These potatoes are unsuitable for use
in other markets due to imperfections, They are not subject to the United
States Department of Agriculture’s general requirements and expectations
for size, shape or color. While our food ingredient processing company
has processing capabilities in three geographically distinct growing
regions, there can be no assurance it will be able to obtain raw materials
due to poor growing conditions, a loss of key growers and other factors.
A loss of raw materials or the necessity of paying much higher prices for
raw materials or natural gas could adversely affect the financial
performance of this company. Fluctuations in foreign currency exchange
rates could have a negative impact on our potato processing company’s
net income and competitive position because approximately 25% of its
sales are outside the United States and the Canadian plant pays its
operating expenses in Canadian dollars.

We currently have $24.2 million of goodwill recorded on our balance
sheet related to the acquisition of IPH in 2004. If current conditions of
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low sales volumes and prices, high energy costs, increasing raw material
costs and the increasing value of the Canadian dollar relative to the U.S,
dollar persist and operating margins do not improve according to our
projections, the reductions in anticipated cash flows from this business
may indicate that its fair value is less than its book value resulting in an
impairment of goodwill and a corresponding charge against earnings.

OTHER BUSINESS OPERATIONS

Our transportation company may be unable to maintain profitable
operations if economic conditions restrict its ability to recover the
increasing costs of fuel, insurance and labor supplies.

We currently have $6.7 million of goodwill recorded on our balance sheet
related to the acquisition of E.W. Wylie Corporation (Wylie), our flatbed
trucking company. Reductions in anticipated cash flows from
transportation operations may indicate that the fair value of Wylie is

less than its book value resulting in an impairment of goodwill and a
corresponding charge against earnings.

Our construction companies may be unable to properly bid and
perform on projects.

The profitability and success of our construction companies require us to
identify, estimate and timely bid on profitable projects. The quantity and
quality of projects up for bids at any time is uncertain. Additionally, once
a project is awarded, we must be able fo perform within cost estimates
that were set when the bid was submitted and accepted. A significant
failure or an inability to properly bid or perform on projects could lead to
adverse financial results for our construction companies.

QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE DISCLOSURES ABOUT

MARKET RISK

At December 31, 2005 we had limited exposure to market risk associated
with interest rates and commodity prices and limited exposure to market
risk associated with changes in foreign currency exchange rates.
QOutstanding trade accounts receivable of the Canadian operations of IPH
are not at risk of valuation change due to changes in foreign currency
exchange rates because the Canadian company transacts all sales in
U.S. dollars. However, IPH does have market risk related to changes in
foreign currency exchange rates because approximately 25% of IPH
sales are outside the United States and the Canadian operations of IPH
pays its operating expenses in Canadian dollars.

The majcrity of our consclidated long-term debt has fixed interest rates.
The interest rate on variable rate long-term debt is reset on a periodic
basis reflecting current market conditions. We manage our interest rate
risk through the issuance of fixed-rate debt with varying maturities, through
economic refunding of debt through optional refundings, limiting the
amount of variable interest rate debt, and the utilization of short-term
borrowings to allow flexibility in the timing and placement of long-term
debt. As of December 31, 2005 we had $22.0 miflion of long-term debt
subject to variable interest rates. Assuming no change in our financial
structure, if variable interast rates were to average one percentage point
higher or lower than the average variable rate on December 31, 2005,
interest expense and pretax earnings would change by approximately
$220,000.

We have not used interest rate swaps to manage net exposure to
interest rate changes related to our portfolio of borrowings. We maintain a
ratio of fixed-rate debt o total debt within a certain range. It is our policy
to enter into interest rate transactions and other financial instruments only
to the extent considered necessary t0 meet our stated objectives. We do
not enter into interest rate transactions for speculative or trading purposes.

The plastics companies are exposed to market risk related to changes
in commedity prices for PVC resins, the raw material used to manufacture
PVC pipe. The PVC pipe industry is highly sensitive to commodity raw
material pricing volatility. Historically, when resin prices are rising or stable,
margins and sales volume have been higher and when resin prices are
falling, sales volumes and margins have been lower. Gross margins also



decline when the supply of PVC pipe increases faster than demand. Due
to the commodity nature of PVC resin and the dynamic supply and
demand factors worldwide, it is very difficult to predict gross margin
percentages or to assume that historical trends will continue.

Our energy services subsidiary markets natural gas to approximately
160 retail customers. Some of these customers are served under
fixed-price contracts. There is price risk associated with a limited number
of these fixed-price contracts since the corresponding cost of natural gas
is not immediately locked in. However, any price risk associated with
these contracts is within the acceptable risk parameters established in
our risk management policy. We do not consider this price risk to be
material. These contracts call for the physical delivery of natural gas and
are considered executory contracts for accounting purposes. Current
accounting guidance requires fosses on firmly committed executory
contracts to be recognized when realized.

Our energy services subsidiary has entered into over-the-counter
natural gas forward swap transactions that qualify as derivatives subject
to mark-to-market accounting under SFAS No. 133, Accounting for
Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities. Although our energy
services subsidiary manages its risk by balancing its position in these
transactions relative to its market position in the contracts entered into
for physical delivery, these swap transactions do not qualify for the
normal purchases and sales exception nor do they qualify for hedge
accounting treatment under SFAS No. 133. These contracts are held for
trading purposes with both realized and unrealized net gains and losses
reflected in revenue on our consolidated statement of income for the year
ended December 31, 2005 in accordance with the guidance provided in
EITF 02-3, Issues Involved in Accounting for Derivative Contracts Held for
Trading Purposes and Contracts Involved in Energy Trading and Risk
Management Activities.

The following tables show the effect of marking-to-market our energy
services subsidiary’s forward natural gas swap transactions on our
consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2005 and the change in
our consolidated balance sheet position from December 31, 2004 to
December 31, 2005:

{in thousands)

December 31, 2005

Current asset—marked-to-market gain $ 825

Current liability — marked-to-market ioss (851)
Net fair value of marked-tc-market gas contracts $ (26)
(in thousands) Year ended December 31, 2005

Fair value at beginning of year $ 134
Amount realized on contracts entered into in 2004 and settled in 2005 (134)
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 -
Net fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 at year end 2005 -
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2005 26)
Net fair value at end of year $ (26

The $26,000 in recognized but unrealized net loss on these forward
natural gas swap transactions marked-to-market on December 31, 2005
is expected to be realized on settlement in the first quarter of 2006,

We have minimal credit risk associated with the nonperformance or
nonpayment by counterparties to these forward gas swap transactions
as we have only one major counterparty to these transactions and this
counterparty has a high investment grade credit rating.

The electric utility has market and credit risk associated with forward
contracts for the purchase and sale of electricity. As of December 31,
2005 the electric utility had recognized, on a pretax basis, $2.9 million in
net unrealized gains on open forward contracts for the purchase and sale
of electricity. Due to the nature of electricity and the physical aspects of
the electricity transmission system, unanticipated events affecting the
transmission grid can cause transmission constraints that result in

unanticipated gains or losses in the process of settling transactions.

The market prices used to value the electric utility’s forward contracts
for the purchases and sales of electricity are determined by survey of
counterparties by the electric utility’s power services' personnel responsible
for contract pricing and are benchmarked to regional hub prices as
published in Megawatt Daily and as observed in the Intercontinental
Exchange trading system. Of the forward energy contracts that are
marked-to-market as of December 31, 2005, 91% of the forward
purchases of electricity had offsetting sales in terms of volumes and
delivery periods. The amount of net unrealized marked-to-market iosses
recognized on forward purchases of electricity not offset by forward sales
of electricity as of December 31, 2005 was $269,000.

We have in place an energy risk management policy with a goal to
manage, through the use of defined risk management practices, price
risk and credit risk associated with wholesale power purchases and
sales. With the advent of the MISO Day 2 market in April 2005, several
changes were made to the energy risk management policy to recognize
new trading opportunities created by this new market. Most of the
changes were in new volumetric limits and loss limits to adequately
manage the risks associated with these new opportunities. In addition, a
Value at Risk (VaR) limit was also implemented to further manage market
price risk. Exposure to price risk on any open positions as of December
31, 2005 was not material.

The following tables show the effect of marking-to-market forward
contracts for the purchase and sale of electricity on our consolidated
balance sheet as of December 31, 2005 and the change in our
consolidated balance sheet position from December 31, 2004 to
December 31, 2005:

(in thousands)

December 31, 2005

Current asset—marked-to-market gain $ 8,603
Regulatory asset—deferred marked-to-market loss 1,423
Total assets 10,026
Current liability — marked-to-market loss (4,185)
Regulatory liability — deferred marked-to-market gain (2,925)
Total liabilities (7,110)
Net fair value of marked-to-market energy contracts $ 2,916
Fair value at beginning of year $ 30
Amount realized on contracts entered into in 2004 and settled in 2005 (322)
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 21
Net fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 at year end 2005 -
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2005 2,916
Net fair value at end of year $ 2916

The $2.9 million in recognized but unrealized net gains on the forward
energy purchases and sales marked-to-market on December 31, 2005 is
expected to be realized on settlement as scheduled over the following
quarters in the amounts listed:

st 2nd 3rd
Quarter Quarter Quarter
(in thousands) 2006 2006 2006
Net gain $ 2281 $ 527 $§ 108 $ 2916
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We have credit risk associated with the nonperformance or
nonpayment by counterparties to our forward energy purchases and
sales agreements. We have established guidelines and limits to manage
credit risk associated with wholesale power purchases and sales.
Specific limits are determined by a counterparty's financial strength. Our
credit risk with our largest counterparty on delivered and marked-to-market
forward contracts as of December 31, 2005 was $2.3 million. As of
December 31, 2005 we had a net credit risk exposure of $7.1 million
from 13 counterparties with investment grade credit ratings.

The $7.1 million credit risk exposure includes net amounts due to the
electric utility on receivables/payables from completed transactions billed
and unbilted plus marked-to-market gains/losses on forward contracts
for the purchase and sale of electricity scheduled for delivery after
December 31, 2005. Individual counterparty exposures are offset
according to legally enforceable netting arrangements.

Counterparties with investment grade credit ratings have minimum
credit ratings of BBB- (Standard & Poor’s), Baa3 (Moody’s) or BBB-
(Fitch). There is no exposure at December 31, 2005 to counterparties
with credit ratings below investment grade

CRITICAL ACCOUNTING POLICIES INVOLVING
SIGNIFICANT ESTIMATES

Qur significant accounting policies are described in note 1 to consolidated
financial statements. The discussion and analysis of the financial
statements and results of operations are based on our consolidated
financial statements, which have been prepared in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The preparation of these consolidated financial statements requires
management to make estimates and judgments that affect the reported
amounts of assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses, and related
disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities.

We use estimates based on the best information available in recording
transactions and balances resulting from business operations. Estimates
are used for such items as depreciable lives, asset impairment evaluations,
tax provisions, ccllectability of trade accounts receivable, self-insurance
programs, valuation of forward:ienergy contracts, unbilled electric revenues,
unscheduled power exchanges, MISO electric market residual load
adjustments, service contract maintenance costs, percentage-of-
completion and actuarially determined benefits costs. As better
information becomes available or actual amounts are known, estimates
are revised. Operating resuits can be affected by revised estimates.
Actual results may differ from these estimates under different assumptions
or conditions. Management has discussed the application of these critical
accounting policies and the development of these estimates with the
Audit Committee of the Board of Directors. The following critical accounting
policies affect the more significant judgments and estimates used in the
preparation of our consolidated financial statements.

PENSION AND OTHER POSTRETIREMENT BENEFITS OBLIGATIONS
AND COSTS
Pension and postretirement benefit liabilities and expenses for our electric
utility and corporate employees are determined by actuaries using
assumptions abeut the discount rate, expected return on plan assets,
rate of compensation increase and healthcare cost-trend rates. Further
discussion of our pension and postretirement benefit plans and related
assumptions is included in note 11 to consolidated financial statements.
These benefits, for any individual employee, can be earned and related
expenses can be recognized:and a liability accrued over periods of up to
40 or more years. These benefits can be paid out for up to 40 or more
years after an employee retires. Estimates of liabilities and expenses related
to these benefits are among our most critical accounting estimates.
Although deferral and amortization of fluctuations in actuarially determined
benefit obligations and expenses are provided for when actual results on

OTTER TAIL CORPORATICN 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

a year-to-year basis deviate from long-range assumptions, compensation
increases and healthcare cost increases or a reducticn in the discount
rate applied from one year to the next can significantly increase our
benefit expenses in the year of the change. Also, a reduction in the
expected rate of return on pension plan assets in our funded pension
plan or realized rates of return on plan assets that are well below
assumed rates of return could resutt in significant increases in recognized
pension benefit expenses in the year of the change or for many years
thereafter because actuarial losses can be amortized over the average
remaining service lives of active employees.

Effective July 1, 2005 we remeasured our pension and other
postretirement benefit plan obligations using the RP-2000 Combined
Healthy Mortality table in place of the 1983 Group Annuity Mortality table
(GAM ’83) used to measure obligations and determine annual costs
under these plans in January 2005. The reason for the remeasurement
was to update the mortality table to more accurately reflect current life
expectancies of current employees and retirees included in the plans.

The pension benefit cost for 2006 for our noncontributory funded
pension plan is expected to be $5.0 million compared to $4.4 million in
2005. The estimated discount rate used to determine annual benefit cost
accruals will increase to 5.75% in 2006 from a composite rate of 5.625%
used in 2005. In selecting the discount rate, we use the yield of a fixed
income debt security, which has a rating of “Aa” published by a recognized
rating agency along with a bond matching model as a basis to determine
the rate.

Subsequent increases or decreases in actual rates of return on plan
assets over assumed rates or increases or decreases in the discount rate
or rate of increase in future compensation levels could significantly
change projected costs. For 2005, all other factors being held constant:
a 0.25 increase (or decrease) in the discount rate would have decreased
{or increased) our 2005 pension benefit cost by $550,000; a 0.25
increase (or decrease) in the assumed rate of increase in future
compensation levels would have increased (or decreased) our 2005
pension benefit cost by $520,000; a 0.25 increase (or decrease) in the
expected long-term rate of return on plan assets would have decreased
(or increased) our 2005 pension benefit cost by $360,000.

Increases or decreases in the discount rate or in retiree healthcare
cost inflation rates could significantly change our .projected postretirement
healthcare benefit costs. A 0.25 increase (or decrease) in the discount rate
would have decreased (or increased) our 2005 postretirement medical
benefit costs by $105,000. See note 11 to consolidated financial
statements for the cost impact of a change in medical cost inflation rates.

We believe the estimates made for our pension and other postretirement
benefits are reasonable based on the information that is known at the
point in time the estimates are made. These estimates and assumptions
are subject to a number of variables and are subject to change.

REVENUE RECOGNITION

Our construction companies and two of our manufacturing companies
record operating revenues cn a percentage-of-completion basis for
fixed-price construction contracts. The method used to determine the
progress of completion is based on the ratio of labor costs incurred to
total estimated labor costs at our wind tower manufacturer, square
footage completed to total bid square footage for certain floating dock
projects and costs incurred to total estimated costs on all other
construction projects. The duration of the majority of these contracts is
less than a year. Revenues recognized on jobs in progress as of
December 31, 2005 were $204 million. Expected losses on jobs in
progress at year-end 2005 have been recognized. We believe the
accounting estimate related to the percentage-of-completion accounting
on uncompleted contracts is critical to the extent that any underestimate
of total expected costs on fixed-price construction contracts could resuft
in reduced profit margins being recognized on these contracts at the
time of completion.




FORWARD ENERGY CONTRACTS CLASSIFIED AS DERIVATIVES

Our electric utility’s forward contracts for the purchase and sale of
electricity and our energy services company's forward natural gas swap
transactions are derivatives subject to mark-to-market accounting under
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States. The market
prices used to value the electric utility’s forward contracts for the purchases
and sales of electricity are determined by survey of counterparties by the
electric utility's power services' personnel responsible for contract pricing
and are benchmarked to regional hub prices as published in Megawatt
Daily and as observed in the Intercontinental Exchange trading system
and, as such, are estimates. Of the forward electric energy contracts that
are marked-to-market as of December 31, 2005, 91% of the forward
energy purchases have offsetting sales in terms of volumes and delivery
periods. The amount of net unrealized marked-to-market losses recognized
on forward energy purchases that are not offset by forward energy sales
as of December 31, 2005 was $269,000. All of the forward energy
contracts for the purchase and sale of electricity marked-to-market as of
December 31, 2005 are scheduled for settlement prior to September 1,
2008.

ALLOWANCE FOR DOUBTFUL ACCOUNTS

Our pperating companies encounter risks associated with sales and the
collection of the associated accounts receivable. As such, they record
provisions for accounts receivable that are considered to be uncollectible.
In order to calculate the appropriate monthly provision, the operating
companies primarily utilize historical rates of accounts receivables written
off as a percentage of total revenue. This historical rate is applied to the
current revenues on a monthly basis. The histerical rate is updated
periodically based on events that may change the rate such as a

" significant increase or decrease in collection performance and timing of
payments as well as the calculated total exposure in refation to the
allowance. Pericdically, operating companies compare identified credit
risks with allowances that have been established using historical
experience and adjust allowances accordingly. In circumstances where
an operating company is aware of a specific customer’s inability to meet
financial obligations, the operating company records a specific allowance
for bad debts to reduce the net recognized receivable to the amount it
reasonably believes will be collected.

We believe the accounting estimates related to the allowance for
doubtful accounts is critical because the underlying assumptions used for
the allowance can change from period to period and could potentially
cause a material impact to the income statement and working capital.

During 2005, $2.0 million of bad debt expense from continuing
operations (0.19% of total 2005 revenue of $1.05 billion) was recorded
and the allowance for doubtful accounts was $3.5 million (2.6% of trade
accounts receivable) as of December 31, 2005. General economic
conditions and specific geographic concerns are major factors that may
affect the adequacy of the allowance and may result in a change in the
annual bad debt expense. An increase or decrease of one percentage
point in our consolidated allowance for doubtful accounts based on
outstanding receivables at December 31, 2005 would result in a
$1.3 million increase or decrease in bad debt expense.

Although an estimated allowance for doubtful accounts on our operating
companies’ accounts receivable is provided for, the allowance for doubtful
accounts on the electric segment’s wholesale electric sales is insignificant
in proportion to annual revenues from these sales. The electric segment
has not experienced a bad debt related to wholesale electric sales due
largely to stringent risk management criteria related to these sales.
However, nonpayment on a single wholesale electric sale could resuit in
a significant bad debt expense.

DEPRECIATION EXPENSE AND DEPRECIABLE LIVES

The provisions for depreciation of electric utility property for financial
reporting purposes are made on the straight-line method based on the
estimated service lives (5 to 65 years) of the properties. Such provisions
as a percent of the average balance of depreciable electric utility property
were 2.74% in 2005, 2.77% in 2004 and 3.07% in 2003. Depreciation
rates on electric utility property are subject to annual regulatory review
and approval, and depreciation expense is recovered through rates set
by ratemaking authorities. Although the useful lives of electric utility
properties are estimated, the recovery of their cost is dependent on the
ratemaking process. Deregulation of the electric industry could result in
changes to the estimated useful lives of electric utility property that could
impact depreciation expense.

Property and equipment of our nonelectric operations are carried at
historical cost or at the current appraised value if acquired in a business
combination accounted for under the purchase method of accounting
and are depreciated on a straight-line basis over useful lives (3 to 40
years) of the related assets. We befieve that the lives and methods of
determining depreciation are reasonable, however, changes in economic
conditions affecting the industries in which our nonelectric companies
operate or innovations in technology could result in a reduction of the
estimated useful lives of our nonelectric operating companies’ property,
plant and equipment or in an impairment write-down of the carrying value
of these properties.

TAXATION

We are required to make judgments regarding the potential tax effects of
vartous financial transactions and our ongoing operations to estimate our
obligations to taxing authorities. These tax obligations include income,
real estate and use taxes. These judgments include reserves for potential
adverse outcomes regarding tax positions that we have taken. While we
believe the resulting tax reserve balances as of December 31, 2005
reflect the most likely probable expected outcome of these tax matters in
accordance with SFAS No. 5, Accounting for Contingencies, and SFAS
No. 109, Accounting for Income Taxes, the ultimate outcome of such
matters could result in additional adjustments to our consolidated
financial statements. However, we do not believe such adjustments
would be material based on items currently reserved for.

Deferred income taxes are provided for revenue and expenses which
are recognized in different periods for income tax and financial reporting
purposes. We assess our deferred tax assets for recoverability based on
both historical and anticipated earnings levels. We have not recorded a
valuation allowance related to the probability of recovery of our deferred
tax assets as we believe reductions in tax payments related to these
assets will be fully realized in the future.

ASSET IMPAIRMENT
We are required to test for asset impairment relating to property and
equipment whenever events or changes in circumstances indicate that
the carrying value of an asset might not be recoverable. We apply SFAS
No. 144, Accounting for the Impairment or Disposal of Long-Lived
Assets, in order to determine whether or not an asset is impaired. This
standard requires an impairment analysis when indicators of impairment
are present. If such indicators are present, the standard requires that if
the sum of the future expected cash flows from a company’s asset,
undiscounted and without interest charges, is less than the carrying
value, an asset impairment must be recognized in the financial statements.
The amount of the impairment is the difference between the fair value of
the asset and the carrying value of the asset.

We believe the accounting estimates related to an asset impairment
are critical because they are highly susceptible to change from period to
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period reflecting changing business cycles and require management to
make assumptions about future cash flows over future years and the
impact of recognizing an impairment could have a significant effect on
operations. Management’s assumptions about future cash flows require
significant judgment because actual operating levels have fluctuated in
the past and are expected to continue to do so in the future.

As of December 31, 2005 an assessment of the carrying values of our
long-lived assets and other intangibles indicated that these assets were
not impaired.

GOODWILL IMPAIRMENT

Goodwill is required to be evaluated annually for impairment, according
to SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets. The standard
requires a two-step process be performed to analyze whether or not
goodwill has been impaired. Step one is to test for potential impairment,
and requires that the fair value of the reporting unit be compared to its
book value including goodwill. If the fair value is higher than the book
value, no impairment is recognized. If the fair value is lower than the book
value, a second step must be performed. The second step is to measure
the amount of impairment loss, if any, and requires that a hypothetical
purchase price allocation be done to determine the implied fair value of
gocdwill, This fair vaiue is then compared to the carrying value of
goodwill. If the implied fair value is lower than the carrying value, an
impairment must be recorded.

We believe accounting estimates related to goodwill impairment are
critical because the underlying assumptions used for the discounted
cash flow can change from period to period and couid potentially cause
a material impact to the income statement. Management’s assumptions
about inflation rates and other internal and external economic conditions,
such as earnings growth rate, require significant judgment based on
fluctuating rates and expected revenues. Additionally, SFAS No. 142
requires goodwill be analyzed for impairment on an annual basis using
the assumptions that apply at the time the analysis is updated.

We evaluate goodwill for impairment on an annual basis and as
conditions warrant. As of December 31, 2005 an assessment of the
carrying values of our goodwill indicated no impairment.

PURCHASE ACCOUNTING

We account for our acquisitions under the purchase meathod of accounting
and, accordingly, the acquired assets and liabilities assumed are recorded
at their respective fair values. The excess of purchase price over the fair
value of the assets acquired and liabilities assumed is recorded as goodwill,
The recorded values of assets and liabilities are based on third party
estimates and valuations when available. The remaining values are based
on management's judgments :and estimates, and, accordingly, our
consolidated financial position or results of operations may be affected by
changes in estimates and judgments.

Acquired assets and liabilities assumed that are subject to critical
estimates include property, plant and equipment and intangible assets.

The fair value of property, plant and equipment is based on valuations
performed by qualified internal personnel and/or outside appraisers. Fair
values assigned to plant and equipment are based on several factors
including the age and condition of the equipment, maintenance records
of the equipment and auction: values for equipment with similar
characteristics at the time of purchase.

Intangible assets are identified and valued using the guidelines of
SFAS No. 141, Busingss Combinations. The fair value of intangible
assets is based on estimates including royalty rates, customer attrition
rates and estimated cash flows.

While the allocation of purchase price is subject to a high degree of
judgment and uncertainty, we.do not expect the estimates to vary
significantly once an acquisition is complete. We believe our estimates
have been reasonable in the past as there have been no significant
valuation acjustments to the final allocation of purchase price.

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

KEY ACCOUNTING PRONOQUNCEMENTS

SFAS No. 151, inventory Costs an amendment of ARB No. 43, Chapter 4,
was issued in November 2004 to clarify that abnormal amounts of idie
facility expense, freight, handling costs and wasted materials (spoitage)
should be recognized as current-period charges. This statement aiso
requires that aflocation of fixed production overheads to the costs of
converting materials into finished products be based on the normal
capacity of the production facilities. The provisions of this statement are
effective for inventory costs incurred during fiscal years beginning after
June 15, 2005 with earlier application permitted. The early application of
this standard did not have a material effect on our consolidated net
income, financial position or cash flows.

SFAS No. 123(R) {revised 2004), Share-Based Payment, issued in
December 2004 is a revision of SFAS No. 123, Accounting for
Stock-based Compensation, and supersedes APB Opinion No. 25,
Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees. We currently report our
stock-based compensation under the requirements of APB Opinion No. 25
and furnish related pro forma footnote information required under SFAS
No. 123. Under SFAS No. 123(R), we will be required to record our
stock-based compensation as an expense on our income statement over
the period earned based on the fair value of the stock or options awarded
on their grant date. SFAS No.123(R) becomes effective, and was adopted
by the company on a modified prospective basis, on January 1, 2006.
The application of SFAS No. 123(R) reporting requirements will result in
recording compensation expense of approximately $160,000, net-of-tax,
in 2006 for our currently outstanding non-vested stock options.
Additionally, the application of SFAS No. 123(R) reporting requirements
will result in recording compensation expense of approximately
$240,000, net-of-tax, in 2008 for the 15% discount offered under our
Employee Stock Purchase Program (ESPP), if our shareholders approve
the Board of Directors’ authorization of additional shares for the ESPP.

FASB Interpretation (FIN) No. 47, Accounting for Conditional Asset
Retirement Obligations, is an interpretation of SFAS No. 143 on
accounting for obligations associated with the retirement of tangible,
long-lived assets. The revised guidance on conditional obligations is
effective for fiscal years ending after December 15, 2005. The
interpretation provides clarification and further guidance about when
sufficient information exists to reasonably estimate the fair value of tegal
obligations in circumstances where uncertainty exists about the timing
and (or) methods of settlement of a conditional asset retirement obligation.
We evaluated our legal obligations in light of the additional guidance
provided by this interpretation and determined that our previously
recognized obligations did not change under this interpretation. However,
we did determine that our transmission and distribution lines rights-of-way,
including those with indeterminate lives, are not subject o the provisions
of SFAS No. 143 because they are intangible assets. We also determined
that there are ne legal retirement obligations associated with structures
using those rights-of-way.

SFAS No. 153, £xchanges of Nonmonetary Assets, an amendment of
APB Qpinion No. 29, was issued in December 2004. This statement
addresses the measurement of exchanges of nommonetary assets. It
eliminates the exception from fair value measurement for nonmonetary
exchanges of similar productive assets in paragraph 21(b) of APB Opinion
No. 29, Accounting for Nonmonetary Transactions, and replaces it with
an exception for exchanges that do not have commercial substance.
This statement specifies that a nonmonetary exchange has commerdial
substance if the future cash flows of the entity are expected to change
significantly as a result of the exchange. The provisions of this statement
shall be effective and applied prospectively for nonmonetary asset




exchanges occurring in fiscal periods beginning after June 15, 2005 with
earlier application permitted. The early application of this standard did not
have a material effect on our consolidated net income, financial position
or cash flows.

SFAS No. 154, Accounting for Changes and Error Corrections, a
replacement of APB Opinion No. 20 and FASB Statement No. 3, was
issued in May 2005. This statement provides guidance on the accounting
for and reporting of accounting changes and error corrections. It
estabilishes, unless impracticable, retrospective application as the

required methed for reporting a change in accounting principle in the
absence of explicit transition requirements specific to the newly adopted
accounting principle. This statement also provides guidance for
determining whether retrospective application of a change in accounting
principle is impracticable and for reporting a change when retrospective
application is impracticable. This statement shall be effective for accounting
changes and corrections of errors made in fiscal years beginning after
December 15, 2005, with early adoption permitted. We do not expect
the application of the requirements of SFAS No. 154 o have a material
effect on our consolidated net income, financial position or cash flows.

MANAGEMENT'S REPORT REGARDING INTERNAL CONTROLS OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING

Management is responsible for the preparation and integrity of the
consolidated financial statements and representations in this annual
report. The consolidated financial statements of Otter Tail
Corporation have been prepared in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles applied on a consistent basis and
include some amounts that are based on informed judgments and
best estimates and assumptions of management.

In order to assure the consolidated financial statements are
prepared in conformance with generally accepted accounting
principles, management is responsible for establishing and
maintaining adequate internal controls over financial reporting,
as such term is defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f). These
internal controls are designed only to provide reasonable assurance,
on a cost-effective basis, that transactions are carried out in
accordance with management’s authorizations and assets are
safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition.

Management has completed its assessment of the effectiveness of
the Company’s internal controls over financial reporting as of
December 31, 2005. In making this assessment, management used
the criteria set forth by the Committee of Sponsoring
Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO) in Internal
Control—Integrated Framework to conduct the required assessment
of the effectiveness of the Company’s internal controls over
financial reporting.

Management included Idaho Pacific Holdings, Inc. (IPH),
acquired in August 2004, in its assessment of the effectiveness of
the Company’s internal controls over financial reporting as of
December 31, 2005. IPH was not included in management’s
assessment of the effectiveness of the Company’s internal controls
over financial reporting as of December 31, 2004 based on guidelines
established by the Securities and Exchange Commission that allow
newly acquired companies to be excluded from assessment in the

year they are acquired. In connection with the implementation of
MISO Day 2 markets in 2005, the Company implemented new
processes and modified existing processes to facilitate participation
in, and resultant settlements within the MISO market. Apart from
these changes, there have not been any other changes in our
internal control over financial reporting (as such term is defined in
Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f) and 15d-15(f)) during the fiscal year
to which this report relates that have materially affected, or are
reasonably likely to materially affect, our internal control over
financial reporting.

Based on this assessment, we believe that, as of December 31,
2005 the Company’s internal controls over financial reporting are
effective based on those criteria.

The Company'’s independent registered public accounting firm,
Deloitte & Touche LLP, has audited our consolidated financial
statements included in this annual report and has also issued an
attestation report on management’s assessment of the Company’s
internal controls over financial reporting.

=

John Erickson
President and Chief Executive Officer

Lo o

Kevin Moug
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
February 20, 2006
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FiRM

TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF OTTER TAIL CORPORATION

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets
and statements of capitalization of Otter Tail Corporation and its
subsidiaries (the “Company”) as of December 31, 2005 and 2004,
and the related consolidated statements of income, common
shareholders’ equity, and cash flows for each of the three years in
the period ended December 31, 2005. We also have audited
management’s assessment, included in the accompanying
Management's Report Regarding Internal Controls Over Financial
Reporting, that the Company maintained effective internal control
over financial reporting as of December 31, 2005, based on the
criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework
issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the
Treadway Commission. The Company’s management is responsible
for these financial statements, for maintaining effective internal
control over financial reporting, and for its assessment of the
effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements,
an opinion on management’s assessment, and an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over financial
reporting based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with the standards of
the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States).
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements
are free of material misstatement and whether effective internal
control over financial reporting was maintained in all material
respects. Our audit of financial statements included examining, on
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used
and significant estimates made by management, and evaluating the
overall financial statement presentation. Our audit of internal
control over financial reporting included obtaining an understanding
of internal control over financial reporting, evaluating management’s
assessment, testing and evaluating the design and operating
effectiveness of internal control, and performing such other
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We
believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinions.

A company'’s internal control over financial reporting is a process
designed by, or under the supervision of, the company’s principal
executive and principal financial officers, or persons performing
similar functions, and effected by the company’s board of directors,
management, and other personnel to provide reasonable assurance
regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation
of financial statements for external purposes in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles. A company’s internal
control over financial reporting includes those policies and
procedures that (1) pertain to the maintenance of records that, in
reasonable detail, accurately and fairly reflect the transactions and
dispositions of the assets of'the company; (2) provide reasonable
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assurance that transactions are recorded as necessary to permit
preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles, and that receipts and expenditures
of the company are being made only in accordance with
authorizations of management and directors of the company;

and (3) provide reasonable assurance regarding prevention or
timely detection of unauthorized acquisition, use, or disposition of
the company’s assets that could have a material effect on the
financial statements.

Because of the inherent limitations of internal control over
financial reportihg, including the possibility of collusion or
improper management override of controls, material misstatements
due to error or fraud may not be prevented or detected on a timely
basis. Also, projections of any evaluation of the effectiveness of the
internal control over financial reporting to future periods are
subject to the risk that the controls may become inadequate
because of changes in conditions, or that the degree of compliance
with the policies or procedures may deteriorate.

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to
above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position
of the Company as of December 31, 2005 and 2004, and the results
of its operations and its cash flows for each of the three years in the
period ended December 31, 2005, in conformity with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Also
in our opinion, management’s assessment that the Company
maintained effective internal control over financial reporting as of
December 31, 2005, is fairly stated, in all material respects, based
on the criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated
Framework issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations
of the Treadway Commission. Furthermore, in our opinion, the
Company maintained, in all material respects, effective internal
control over financial reporting as of December 31, 2005, based on
the criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework
issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the
Treadway Commission.

?Mr Tl £ tA”

Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 20, 2006



CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF INCOME—FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31

(in thousands, except per-share amounts) 2005 2004 2003
Operating revenues $ 1,046,408 $ 857,362 $ 724,288
Operating expenses
Production fuel 55,927 52,056 51,183
Purchased power—system use 58,828 40,098 36,002
Electric operation and maintenance expenses 99,904 85,361 87,186
Cost of goods sold (excludes depreciation; included below) 566,647 464,009 355,777
Other nonelectric expenses 110,004 86,542 72,624
Goodwill impairment loss 1,003 — -
Depreciation and amortization 46,458 43,471 42,994
Property taxes —electric operations 10,043 10,411 9,598
Total operating expenses 948,814 781,948 655,344
Operating income 97,594 75,414 68,944
Other income 1,786 793 1,111
Interest charges 18,558 18,128 17,668
Income from continuing operations before income taxes 80,822 58,079 52,387
Income taxes-continuing operations 27,967 17,447 14,162
Net income from continuing operations 52,855 40,632 38,225
Discontinued operations
Income {loss) from discontinued operations net of taxes of
$(221) in 2005, $1,040 in 2004 and $768 in 2003 (308) 1,563 1,431
Net gain on disposition of discontinued operations net of taxes of $5,831 in 2005 10,004 — -
Net income from discontinued operations 9,696 1,563 1,431
Net Income 62,551 42,195 39,656
Preferred dividend requirements 735 736 735
Earnings available for common shares $ 61,816 $ 41,459 $ 38,821
Average number of common shares outstanding—basic 29,223 26,089 25,673
Average number of common shares outstanding—diluted 29,348 26,207 25,826
Basic earnings per share:
Continuing operaticns (net of preferred dividend requirements) $ 1.79 $ 1.53 $ 1.46
Discontinued operations 0.33 0.06 0.06
$ 212 $ 1.59 $ 1.52
Diluted earnings per share:
Continuing operations {net of preferred dividend requirements) $ 1.78 $ 1.52 3 1.45
Discontinued operations 0.33 0.06 0.06
$ 21 $ 1.58 $ 1.51
Dividends per common share $ 1.12 $ 1.10 3 1.08

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS, DECEMBER 31

(in thousands) 2005 2004

ASSETS

Current assets ‘
Cash and cash equivalents $ 5,430 $ -
Accounts receivable:
Trade (less allowance for doubtful accounts of

$3,493 for 2005 and $2,730 for 2004) 128,355 116,141
Other 11,790 9,872
Inventories 88,677 72,504
Deferred income taxes 6,871 4,852
Accrued utility revenues 22,892 15,344
Costs and estimated earnings in excess of billings 21,542 18,145
Other 17,301 7,800
Assets of discontinued operations 2,317 30,837
Total current assets 305,175 275,595
Investments and other assets 33,824 42,650
Goodwill—net 98,110 92,196
Other intangibles—net 21,160 19,600

Deferred debits

Unamortized debt expense and reacquisition premiums 6,520 7,291
Regulatory assets and other deferred debits 19,616 16,692
Total deferred debits 26,136 23,983
Piant
Electric plant in service 910,766 890,200
Nonelectric operations 228,548 208,311
Total 1,139,314 1,098,511
Less accumulated depreciation and amortization 459,438 436,856
Plant—net of accumulated depreciation and amortization 679,876 661,655
Construction work in progress 17,215 18,469
Net plant 697,091 680,124
Total $1,181,496 $1,134,148

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS, DECEMBER 31

(in thousands, except share data)

2005 2004

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Current liabilities

Short-term debt $ 16,000 $ 38,950
Current maturities of long-term debt 3,340 6,016
Accounts payable 108,570 84,433
Accrued salaries and wages 24,326 17,330
Accrued federal and state income taxes 8,776 3,700
QOther accrued taxes 12,620 11,391
Other accrued liabilities 14,975 10,417
Liabilities of discontinued operations 372 8,585
Total current liabilities 186,979 181,822
Pension benefit liability 23,216 18,703
Other postretirement benefits liability 26,982 25,053
Other noncurrent liabilities 18,683 11,874
Commitments (note 8)
Deferred credits
Deferred income taxes 113,737 121,301
Deferred investment tax credit 9,327 10,477
Regulatory ligbilities 61,624 56,909
Other 1,500 1,662
Total deferred credits 186,188 190,349
Capitalization (page 40)
Long-term debt, net of current maturities 258,260 261,805
Class B stock options of subsidiary 1,258 1,832
Cumulative preferred shares 15,500 15,500
Common shares, par value $5 per share—authorized, 50,000,000 shares;
outstanding, 2005—28,401,223 shares; 2004 —28,976,319 shares 147,006 144,885
Premium on common shares 96,768 87,865
Unearned compensation (1,720) (2,577)
Retained earnings 228,515 198,427
Accumulated other comprehensive loss (6,139) (390)
Total common equity 464,430 429,210
Total capitalization 739,448 708,347
Total $1,181,496 $1,134,148

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF COMMON SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY

Accumulated

Common Par value, Premium on other
shares common common Unearned Retained  comprehensive Total
(in thousands, except common shares outstanding) outstanding shares shares compensation earnings income/(loss} equity
25,592,160 $ 127,961 $ 24,135 $ (1,946) $ 175,304 $ (11,989) $ 313,465
Common stock issuances 140,621 703 2,793 (2,477) 1,019
Common stock retirements (8,967) (45) (225) (270)
Amortization of unearned compensation—stock awards 1,110 1,110
Comprehensive income:
Net income 39,656 39,656
Minimum pension liability adjustment 7,560 7,560
Total comprehensive income 47,216
Tax benefit for exercise of stock options 111 111
Purchase stock for employee purchase plan (299) (299)
Cumulative preferred dividends (735) (735)
Common dividends (27,730) (27,730
25,723,814 $ 128619 $ 26,515 §$§ (3,313) 5 186,495 $ (4,429) $ 333,887
Common stock issuances, net of expenses 3,266,266 16,332 63,373 (566) 79,139
Common stock retirements (13,181) (66) (283) (349)
Amortization of unearned compensation—stock awards 1,302 1,302
Comprehensive income:
Net income 42,185 42,195
Unrealized loss on marketable equity securities (14) (14)
Foreign currency exchange translation 1,014 1,014
Minimum pension liability adjustment 3,039 3,039
Total comprehensive income 46,234
Tax benefit for exercise of stock options 92 92
Valuation of stock options of subsidiary acquired in 2004 (1,832) (1,832
Cumulative preferred dividends (735) (735)
Comman dividends (28,528) (28,528)
e o0 s oo 5 7865 S (2577) S 199427 S (390) S 429,210
Common stock issuances, net of expenses 456,211 2,281 8,483 (529) 10,235
Common stock retirements (31,907) (160) (756) (916)
Amortization of unearned compensation—stock awards 1,386 1,386
Comprehensive income:
Net income 62,551 62,551
Unrealized loss on marketable equity securities (23) 23)
Foreign currency exchange translation 437 437
Minimum pension liability adjustment (6,163) (6,163)
Total comprehensive income 56,802
Tax benefit for exercise of stock options 596 596
Stock incentive plan performance award accrual 943 943
Purchase stock for employee purchase plan (363) (363)
Cumulative preferred dividends (735) (735)
Common dividends (82,728) (32,728)

Bt © 00 © sares © frzo S ot s Gimms weem

(8) Accumutated other comprehensive loss on December 31, 2005 is comprised of the following:

(in thousands) Before tax Tax effect Net-of-tax
Minimum pension liability adjustment 3 (12,588 % 5,035 $ {7,553)
Foreign currency éxchange translation 2,420 (968) 1,452
Unrealized loss on marketable equity securities 63) 25 38)

Net accumulated other comprehensive loss & (10,237) 3 4,092 $ (6,139)

See accamipanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS-—FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31

{in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Cash flows from operating activities
Net income $ 62,551 3 42,195 $ 39,656
Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating activities:
Net gain on sale of discontinued operations (10,004) - —
Loss (income) from discontinued operations 308 (1,563) (1,431)
Depreciation and amortization 46,458 43,471 42,994
Deferred investment tax credit (1,150) (1,152) (1,152)
Deferred income taxes (9,223) 3,850 3,125
Change in deferred debits and other assets 9,868 (1,641) 8,173)
Discretionary contribution to pension pian (4,000) (4,000) -
Change in noncurrent liabilities and deferred credits 1,321 2,110 8,026
Allowance for equity (other) funds used during construction (723) (716) (1,355)
Change in derivatives net of regulatory deferral (2,455) 1,621 (2,057)
Other—net 3,506 1,430 1,643
Cash {(used for) provided by current assets and current liabilities:
Change in receivables (13,482) (9,808) (19,137)
Change in inventories {12,500) (6,894) (12,619)
Change in other current assets (13,882) {(15,386) (2,012
Change in payables and other current liabilities 36,021 1,679 18,624
Change in interest and income taxes payable (2,256) (966) 5,182
Net cash provided by continuing operations 90,358 54,330 76,314
Net cash provided by discontinued operations 5,442 1,971 641
Net cash provided by operating activities 95,800 56,301 76,955
Cash flows from investing activities
Capitat expenditures (59,969) (49,484) (48,783)
Proceeds from disposal of noncurrent assets 4,193 5,844 1,563
Acquisitions—net of cash acquired (11,223) (68,089) (12,896)
Decreases (increases) in other investments 4171 {5,099) 1,071
Net cash used in investing activities —continuing operations (62,828) (117,808) (59,045)
Net proceeds from sale of discontinued operations 34,185 - -
Net cash provided by (used in) investing activities —discontinued operations 602 (1,310) (1,363)
Net cash used in investing activities (28,041) (119,118) (60,408)
Cash flows from financing activities
Change in checks written in excess of cash (3,329) 3,458 —
Net short-term (repayments) borrowings {23,950) 8,850 -
Proceeds from issuance of common stock, net of issuance expenses 9,690 78,780 1,072
Payments for retirement of common stock and Class B stock of subsidiary (939) (849) -
Proceeds from issuance of long-term debt, net of issuance expenses 228 4,085 18,442
Payments for retirement of long-term debt (7,232) (9,061) (8,189)
Dividends paid (33,463) (29,263) (28,937)
Net cash (used in) provided by financing activities —continuing operations (58,995) 57,580 (17,612
Net cash used in financing activities —discontinued operations {2,996) (1,679) (1,239)
Net cash (used in) provided by financing activities (61,991) 55,901 (18,851)
Effect of foreign exchange rate fluctuations on cash {338) (794) -
Net change in cash and cash equivalents 5,430 (7,710 (2,304)
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year—continuing operations — 7,710 10,014
Cash and cash equivalents at end of year—continuing operations $ 5,430 $ — $ 7,710
Supplemental disclosures of cash flow information
Cash paid during the year from continuing operations for:
Interest (net of amount capitalized) $ 17,670 $ 16,443 $ 16,563
Income taxes $ 39,212 $ 16,204 $ 7,956
Cash paid during the year from discontinued operations for:
Interest $ 86 $ 111 3 218
Income taxes $ 659 3 840 $ 481

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CAPITALIZATION, DECEMBER 31

(in thousands, except share data)

Long-term debt

2005 2004

Lombard US Eaquipment Finance note, variable, 5.484% at December 31, 2005, due October 2, 2010 $ 11,643 $ 13,071
Senior debentures 6.375%, due December 1, 2007 50,000 50,000
Senior notes 6.63%, due December 1, 2011 90,000 90,000
insured senior notes 5.625%, due October 1, 2017 40,000 40,000
Senior notes 6.80%, due October 1, 2032 25,000 25,000
Pollution contro! refunding revenue bonds, variable, 3.91% at December 31, 2005, due December 1, 2012 10,400 10,400
Grant County, South Dakota pollution control refunding revenue bonds 4.65%, due September 1, 2017 5,185 5,185
Mercer County, North Dakata pollution control refunding revenue bonds 4.85%, due September 1, 2022 20,735 20,735
Obligations of Varistar Corporation:
8.15% five-year term note, retired in April 2005 - 540
7.80% ten-year term note, retired in July 20056 - 1,483
Various up to 9.65% at December 31, 2005 9,235 11,191
Total 262,198 268,505
Less:
Current maturities 3,340 8,016
Unamortized debt discourit 598 684
Total long-term debt—continuing operations 258,260 261,805
Class B stock options of subsidiary 1,258 1,832
Cumulative preferred shares —without par value (stated and
liquidating value $100 a share) —authorized 1,500,000 shares;
Series outstanding:
$3.60, 60,000 shares 6,000 6,000
$4.40, 25,000 shares 2,500 2,500
$4.65, 30,000 shares 3,000 3,000
$6.75, 40,000 shares 4,000 4,000
Total preferred 15,500 15,500
Cumulative preference shares— without par value, authorized 1,000,000 shares; outstanding: none
Total common shareholders’ equity 464,430 429,210
Total capitalization $ 739,448 $ 708,347

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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NOTES 1O CONSOLIDATED FINANC

—1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIFS

PRINCIPLES OF CONSOLIDATION

The consolidated financial statements of Otter Tail Corporation and its
wholly-owned subsidiaries (the Company) include the accounts of the
following segments: electric, plastics, manufacturing, health services,
foed ingredient processing and other business operations. See note 2
to the consclidated financial statements for further descriptions of the
Company's business segments. All significant intercompany balances
and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation except profits on
sales to the regulated electric utility company from nonregulated affiliates,
which is in accordance with the requirements of Statement of Financial
Accounting Standards (SFAS) No. 71, Accounting for the Effects of
Certain Types of Regulation. These amounts are not material.

REGULATION AND STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING
STANDARDS NO. 71
As a regulated entity, the Company and the electric utility account for
the financial effects of regulation in accordance with SFAS No. 71, This
statement allows for the recording of a regulatory asset or liability for
costs that will be collected or refunded through the ratemaking process
in the future. In accordance with regulatory treatment, the Company
defers utility debt redemption premiums and amortizes such costs over
the original life of the reacquired bonds. See note 4 for further discussion.
The Company's regulated business is subject to various state and
federal agency regulations. The accounting policies followed by this
business are subject to the Uniform System of Accounts of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). These accounting policies differ in
some respects from those used by the Company’s ncnelectric businesses.

PLANT, RETIREMENTS AND DEPRECIATION

Utility plant is stated at original cost. The cost of additions includes
contracted work, direct labor and materials, allocable overheads and
allowance for funds used during construction (AFC). AFC, a noncash
item, is included in utility construction work in progress. The amount of
AFC capitalized was $913,000 for 2005, $949,000 for 2004 and
$1,870,000 for 2003. The cost of depreciable units of property retired
less salvage is charged to accumulated depreciation. Removal costs,
when incurred, are charged against the accumulated reserve for estimated
removal costs, a regulatory liability. Maintenance, repairs and replacement
of minor items of property are charged to operating expenses. The
provisions for utility depreciation for financial reporting purposes are
made on the straight-line method based on the estimated service lives of
the properties. Such provisions as a percent of the average balance of
depreciable electric utility property were 2.74% in 2005, 2.77% in 2004
and 3.07% in 2003. Gains or losses on asset dispositions are taken to
the accumulated provision for depreciation reserve and impact current
and future depreciation rates.

Property and equipment of nonelectric operations are carried at
historical cost or at the then-current appraised value if acquired in a
business combination accounted for under the purchase method of
accounting, and are depreciated on a straight-line basis over the assets
estimated useful lives (3 to 40 years). Maintenance and repairs are
expensed as incurred. Gains or losses on asset dispositions are included
in the determination of operating income.

JOINTLY OWNED PLANTS

The consolidated balance sheets include the Company's ownership
interests in the assets and liabilities of Big Stone Plant (53.9%) and
Coyote Station {35.0%). The following amounts are included in the

December 31, 2005 and 2004 consolidated balance sheets:

Big Stone Coyote
(in thousands) Plant Station
December 31, 2005
Electric plant in service $ 124,852 $ 146,405
Accumulated depreciation (71,824) (77,909)
Net plant $ 53,028 $ 68,496
December 31, 2004
Electric plant in service $ 116,405 $ 146,343
Accumulated depreciation (70,804) (75,431)
Net plant $ 45501 $ 70,912

The Company’s share of direct revenue and expenses of the jointly
owned plants is included in operating revenue and expenses in the
consolidated statements of income.

RECOVERABILITY OF LONG-LIVED ASSETS

The Company reviews its long-lived assets whenever events or changes
in circumstances indicate the carrying amount of the assets may not be
recoverable. The Company determines potential impairment by comparing
the carrying value of the assets with net cash flows expected to be
provided by operating activities of the business or related assets. If the
sum of the expected future net cash flows is less than the carrying values,
the Company would determine whether an impairment loss should be
recognized. An impairment loss would be guantified by comparing the
amount by which the carrying value exceeds the fair value of the asset,
where fair value is based on the discounted cash flows expected to be
generated by the asset.

INCOME TAXES

Comprehensive interperiod income tax allocation is used for substantially
all book and tax temporary differences. Deferred income taxes arise for
all temporary differences between the book and tax basis of assets and
liabilities. Deferred taxes are recorded using the tax rates scheduled by
tax law to be in effect when the temporary differences reverse. The
Company amortizes the investment tax credit over the estimated lives of
the related property.

REVENUE RECOGNITION

Due to the diverse business operations of the Company, revenue
recognition depends on the product produced and sold or service
performed. The Company recognizes revenue when the earnings process
is complete, evidenced by an agreement with the customer, there has
been delivery and acceptance, and the price is fixed or determinable. In
cases where significant obligations remain after delivery, revenue is
deferred until such obligations are fulfilled. Provisions for sales returns
and warranty costs are recorded at the time of the sale based on historical
information and current trends. In the case of derivative instruments, such as
the electric utility's forward energy contracts and the energy services
company’s swap transactions, marked-to-market and realized gains and
losses are recognized on a net basis in revenue in accordance with SFAS
No. 133 and Emerging Issues Task Force (EITF) Issues 02-3 and 03-11.
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Gains and losses on forward energy contracts subject to regutatory treatment
are deferred and recognized on a net basis in revenue in the period realized.
For those operating businesses recognizing revenue when shipped,

the operating businesses have no further obligation to provide services
related to such product. The shipping terms used in these instances are
FOB shipping point.

Electric customers’ meters are read and bills are rendered monthly.
Revenue is accrued for electricity consumed but not yet billed. Rate
schedules applicable to substantially all customers include a fuel clause
adjustment—under which the rates are adjusted to reflect changes in
average cost of fuels and purchased power—and a surcharge for
recovery of conservation-refated expenses. Revenue is accrued for fuel
and purchased power costs incurred in excess of amounts recovered in
base rates but not yet billed through the fuel clause adjustment.

Revenues on wholesale electricity sales from Company-owned
generating units are recognized when energy is delivered.

The Company’s unrealized gains and losses on forward energy contracts
that do nct mest the definition of capacity contracts are marked-to-market
and reflected on a net basis in electric revenue on the Company’s
consolidated statement of income, Under SFAS No. 148, the Company’s
forward energy contracts that do not meet the definition of a capacity
contract and are subject to unplanned netting do not qualify for the normal
purchase and sales exception from mark-to-market accounting. The
Company is required to mark-to-market these forward energy contracts
and recognize changes in the fair value of these contracts as components
of income over the life of the contracts.

Plastics operating revenues are recorded when the product is shipped.

Manufacturing operating revenues are recorded when products are
shipped and on a percentage-of-completion basis for construction type
contracts.

Health services operating revenues on major equipment and installation

~contracts are recorded when the equipment is delivered or when installation

is completed and accepted. Amounts received in advance under customer
service contracts are deferred and recognized on a straight-line basis
over the contract period. Revenues generated in the imaging operations
are recorded on a fee-per-scan basis when the scan is performed.

Food ingredient processing revenues related to dehydrated potato
products are recorded when the product is shipped.

Other business operations operating revenues are recorded when
services are rendered or products are shipped. In the case of construction
contracts, the percentage-of-completion method is used.

Some of the operating businesses enter into fixed-price construction
contracts. Revenues under these contracts are recognized on a percentage-
of-completion basis. The method used to determine the progress of
completion is based on the ratio of labor costs incurred te total estimated
labor costs at the Company’s wind tower manufacturer, square footage
completed to total bid square footage for certain floating dock projects
and costs incurred to total estimated costs on all other construction
projects. If a loss is indicated at a point in time during a contract,

a projected loss for the entire contract is estimated and recognized.
The following table summarizes costs incurred and billings and estimated
earnings recognized on uncompleted contracts:

December 31, December 31,

(in thousands) 2005 2004
Costs incurred on uncompleted contracts $ 194,076 $ 99,213
Less bilings to date ) (203,862) (96,413)
Plus estimated earnings recognized 22,834 12,469
. $ 13,048 $ 15,269
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The following costs and estimated earnings in excess of billings are
included in the Company’s consolidated balance sheet. Bilings in excess
of costs and estimated earnings on uncompleted contracts are included
in accounts payable.

December 31, December 31,

(in thousands) 2005 2004
Costs and estimated earnings in excess of
billings on uncompleted contracts $ 21,542 $ 18,145
Billings in excess of costs and estimated
earnings on uncompleted contracts (8,494) (2.876)
$ 13,048 $ 15,269

FOREIGN CURRENCY TRANSLATION

The functional currency for the operations of the Canadian subsidiary of
ldaho Pacific Holdings, Inc. (IPH) is the Canadian dollar. The translation of
Canadian currency into U.S. dollars is performed for balance sheet
accounts using exchange rates in effect at the balance sheet dates,
except for the common equity accounts which are at histerical rates, and
for revenue and expense accounts using a weighted average exchange
during the year. Gains or losses resulting from the translation are included
in Accumulated other comprehensive loss in the equity section of the
Company’s consolidated balance sheet. All sales of the Canadian
operations are in U.S. dollars so there are no foreign currency transaction
gains or losses on receivables to be reported in the Company’s
consolidated statements of income. The functional currency for the
Canadian subsidiary of DM! Industries, Inc., formed in November 2005,
is the U.S. dollar. Therefore, there are no foreign currency transiation
gains or losses related to this entity. However, this subsidiary may realize
foreign currency transaction gains or losses on settlement of liabilities
related to goods or services purchased in Canadian dollars. Foreign
currency transaction gains or losses related to balance sheet adjustments
of Canadian dollar fiabilities to U.S. doliar equivalents or realized gains and
losses on settlement of those liabilities will be included in other nonelectric
expenses on the Company'’s consolidated statements of income.

PRE-PRODUCTION COSTS

The Company incurs costs related to the design and development of
molds, dies and tools as part of the manufacturing process. The
Company accounts for these costs under EITF Issue 99-5, Accounting
for Pre-production Costs Related to Long-Term Supply Arrangements.
The Company capitalizes the costs related to the design and development
of molds, dies and tools used to produce products under a long-term
supply arrangement, some of which are owned by the Company. The
balance of pre-production costs deferred on the balance sheet was
$2,074,000 as of December 31, 2005 and $1,632,000 as of December 31,
2004. These costs are amortized over a three-year period and evaluated
at least annually, or more often when events indicate an impairment
could exist.

SHIPPING AND HANDLING COSTS

The Company includes revenues received for shipping and handling in
operating revenues. Expenses paid for shipping and handling are recorded
as part of cost of goods sold.

STOCK-BASED COMPENSATION
As described in note 6, the Company has elected to follow the accounting
provisions of Accounting Principles Board (APB) Opinion No. 25,
Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees, for stock-based compensation
and to furnish the pro forma disclosures required under SFAS No. 123,
Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation.

Had compensation costs for the stock options issued been determined
based on estimated fair value at the award dates. as prescribed by SFAS
No. 123, the Company’s net income for 2003 through 2005 would have




decreased as presented in the table below. On January 1, 2006 the
Company adopted SFAS No. 123(R), Share-Based Payment, which
supersedes APB No. 25, on a medified prospective basis. Under SFAS
No. 123(R), the estimated fair value of the options and other share-based
payment plans, as determined on the award dates under SFAS No. 123,
will be included in operating expense, net income and earnings per share
beginning in 2008.

{in thousands, except per share amounts) 2005 2004 2003
Net income
As reported $ 62,551 3 42,195

Total stock-based employee
compensation expense determined
under fair value-based method for

all awards net of related tax effects (640) (1,087) (984)

Pro forma $ 61,911 $ 41,108 $ 38672
Basic earnings per share

As reported $ 212 $ 159 3 1.52

Pro forma $ 209 § 155 § 1.48
Diluted earnings per share

As reported $ 211 $ 158 $§ 151

Pro forma $ 208 $ 154 § 1.47

USE OF ESTIMATES

The Company uses estimates based on the best information available in
recording transactions and balances resulting from business operations.
Estimates are used for such items as depreciable lives, asset impairment
evaluations, tax provisions, collectability of trade accounts receivable,
self-insurance programs, unbilled electric revenues, vatuations of forward
energy contracts, unscheduled power exchanges and residual load
adjustmenis related to purchase and sales transactions processed
through the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator (MISO)
that are pending settiement, service contract maintenance costs,
percentage-of-completion and actuarially determined benefit costs. As
better information becomes available (or actual amounts are known), the
recorded estimates are revised. Consequently, operating results can be
affected by revisions to prior accounting estimates.

ADJUSTMENTS AND RECLASSIFICATIONS

Certain prior year amounts reported on the Company’s consolidated
balance sheet have been reclassified to conform to 2005 presentation.
On the Company’s consolidated balance sheets, regulatory assets and
other deferred debits, previously disclosed on separate lines, have been
combined on a single tine. The December 31, 2004 consolidated balance
sheet and consolidated income statements for 2004 and 2003 reflect the
reclassification of certain assets, liabilities and operations of both St. George
Steel Fabrication, Inc. (SGS) and Chassis Liner Corporation (CLC) from
continuing operations to discontinued operations as a result of the sales
of these businesses in 2005. Such reclassifications had no impact on
total consolidated assets, net income or shareholders’ equity.

On the Company’s consolidated statement of cash flows for the year
ended December 31, 2004 the change in the amount of checks issued in
excess of cash, included in accounts payable on the Company’s
consolidated balance sheet, was reclassified from change in payables
and other current liabilities under cash flows from operating activities to
change in checks written in excess of cash under cash flows from
financing activities. This reclassification decreased cash flows from
operating activities of continuing operations and increased cash flows
from financing activities of continuing operations by $3,458,000 for the
year ended December 31, 2004.

CASH EQUIVALENTS
The Company considers all highly liquid debt instruments purchased with
maturity of 90 days or less to be cash equivalents.

$ 39,656

INVESTMENTS
The following table provides a breakdown of the Company's investments
at December 31, 2005 and 2004;

December 31, December 31,

{in thousands) 2005 2004
Cost method:
Acquisition escrow account $ - $ 6,017
Economic development loan pools 742 879
Other 1,913 1,743
Equity method:
Affordable housing partnerships 2,980 3,802
Marketable securities classified as
available-for-sale 3,067 2,009
Total investments $ 8,702 $ 14,450

The Company has investments in eleven limited partnerships that
invest in tax-credit-qualifying affordable-housing projects that provided
tax credits of $1,324,000 in 2005, $1,418,000 in 2004 and $1,412,000
in 2003. The Company owns a majority interest in eight of the eleven
limited partnerships with a total investment of $2,400,000. FASB
Interpretation No.48, Consolidation of Variable Interest Entities, requires full
consolidation of the majority-owned partnerships. However, the Company
includes these entities on its consolidated financial statements on an
equity method basis due to immateriality. Consolidating these entities
would have represented less than 0.5% of the total assets of the Company.

The Company’s marketable securities classified as available-for-sale
are held for insurance reserve purposes and are reflected at their market
values on December 31, 2005, with $38,000 in unrealized losses included
in Accumulated other comprehensive loss in the equity section of the
Company’s December 31, 2005 consolidated balance shest. See further
discussion under note 12.

INVENTORIES
The electric segment inventories are reported at average cost. Al other
segments' inventories are stated at the lower of cost (first-in, first-out) or
market.

Inventories consist of the following:

December 31, December 31,

{in thousands) 2005 2004

Finished goods $ 38,928 $ 34,081
Work in process 7,146 3,733
Raw material, fuel and supplies 42,603 34,690
Total inventories $ 88,677 $ 72,504

GOODWILL AND INTANGIBLE ASSETS

The Company accounts for goodwill and other intangible assets in
accordance with the requirements of SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other
Intangible Assets, which eliminates the requirement to amortize goodwill
and indefinite-lived intangible assets, requiring instead those assets be
measured for impairment at least annually and more often when events
indicate an impairment could exist. Intangible assets with finite lives are
amortized over their estimated useful lives and reviewed for impairment in
accordance with SFAS No. 144, Accounting for the Impairment or
Disposal of Long-Lived Assets.
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The changes in the carrying amount of goodwill by segment are as
follows:

Adjustment
Balance to goodwill Goodwill  Goodwill Balance
December 31, acquired in impairment  acquired December3l,
(in thousands) 2004 2004 in 2005 in 2005 2005
Plastics $19,302 $ - 8 - 8 —  $19,302
Manufacturing 9,680 6,018 15,698
Health services 24,582 (254) 24,328
Food ingredient processing 23,087 1,153 24,240
Other business operations 15,545 (1,003) 14,542
Total $92,196 $ 899 $ (1,003) $ 6,018 $98,110

Intangible assets with finite lives are being amortized over average lives
that vary from one to 25 years, The amortization expense for these
intangible assets was $1,077,000 for 2005, $701,000 for 2004 and
$478,000 for 2003. The estimated annual amortization expense for these
intangible assets for the next five years is: $1,022,000 for 20086, $301,000
for 2007, $758,000 for 2008, $636,000 for 2008 and $507,000 for 2010.

In light of rising natural gas prices and greater volatility in natural gas
futures prices, the Company reassessed the value of recorded goodwilt of
its energy services subsidiary as of September 30, 2005, in accordance
with SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets. As a result of
this assessment, the Company determined the entire amount of goodwill
refated to this business was impaired and recorded a goodwill impairment
loss of $1,003,000 in September 2005.

Total other intangibles as of December 31 are as follows:

Gross Net
Accumulated  carrying
amaortization Elnlelbiald

carrying
amount

2005 (in thousands)

Amortized intangible assets:

Covenants not to compete $ 2,338 $ 1620 § 718
Customer relationships 10,575 583 9,992
Other intangible assets including contracts 2,785 1,680 1,105
Total ‘ $ 15,608 $ 3883 $11,815
Nonamortized intangible assets:
Brand/trade name $ 9,345 $ — % 9,345
2004 (in thousands)
Arnortized intangible assets:
Covenants not to compete $ 1,866 $ 1,334 $ 632
Customer relationships 10,045 148 9,897
Other intangible assets including, contracts 2,523 1,387 1,136
Totat $ 14,534 $ 2,869 $ 11,665
Nonamortized intangible assets:
BrandArade name $ 7835 $ - % 793

The Company periodically evaluates the recovery of intangible assets
based on an analysis of undiscounted future cash flows. Evaluations of
intangible assets, including goodwill, completed in December 2005
indicated none of the intangible assets reported on the Company’s
consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2005 is impaired.

NEW ACCOUNTING PRONOUNCEMENTS

SFAS No. 151, Inventory Costs an amendment of ARB No. 43,
Chapter 4, was issued in November 2004 to clarify that abnormal amounts
of idle facility expense, freight, handling costs and wasted materials
(spoilage) should be recognized as current-period charges. This statement
also requires that allocation of fixed production overheads 1o the costs of
converting materials into finished products be based on the normal
capacity of the production facilities. The provisions of this statement are
effective for inventory costs incurred during fiscal years beginning after
June 15, 2005 with earlier application permitted. The early application of
this standard by the Company did not have a material effect on its
consolidated net income, financial position or cash flows.
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SFAS No. 123(R) (revised 2004), Share-Based Payment, issued in
December 2004 is a revision of SFAS No. 123, Accounting for Stock-based
Compensation, and supersedes APB Opinion No. 25, Accounting for
Stock Issued to Employees. The Company currently reports stock-based
compensation under the requirements of APB Opinion No. 25 and
furnishes related pro forma footnote information required under SFAS No.
123. Under SFAS Na. 123(R}, the Company will be required to record its
stock-based compensation as an expense on its income statement over
the period earned based on the fair value of the stock or options awarded
on their grant date. SFAS No.123(R) becomes effective, and was adopted
by the Company on a modified prospective basis, on January 1, 2008.
The application of SFAS No. 123(R) reporting requirements will result in
recording compensation expense of approximately $160,000, net-of-tax,
in 2006 for its currently outstanding non-vested stock options. Additionally,
the application of SFAS No. 123(R) reporting requirements will result in
recording compensation expense of approximately $240,000, net-of-tax,
in 20086 for the 15% discount offered under the Company’s Employee
Stock Purchase Program (ESPP), if shareholders approve the Board of
Directors’ authorization of additional shares for the ESPP. See note 6 for
additional information.

FASB Interpretation (FIN) No. 47, Accounting for Conditional Asset
Retirement Obligations, is an interpretation of SFAS No. 143 on
accounting for obligations associated with the retirement of tangible,
long-lived assets. The revised guidance on conditional obligations is
effective for fiscal years ending after December 15, 2005. The
interpretation provides clarification and further guidance about when
sufficient information exists to reasonably estimate the fair value of legal
obligations in circumstances where uncertainty exists about the timing
and {or) methods of settlement of a conditional asset retirement obligation.
The Company evaluated its legal obligations in light of the additicnal
guidance provided by this interpretation and determined that its previously
recognized obligations did not change under this interpretation. However,
the Company did determine that its transmission and distribution lines
rights-of-way, including those with indeterminate lives, are not subject to
the provisions of SFAS No. 143 because they are intangible assets.

The Company also determined that it has no legal retirement obligations
associated with structures using those rights-of-way.

SFAS No. 153, Exchanges of Nonmonetary Assets, an amendment
of APB Opinion No. 29, was issued in December 2004. This statement
addresses the measurement of exchanges of nonmonetary assets. It
eliminates the exception from fair vaiue measurement for nonmonetary
exchanges of similar productive assets in paragraph 21(b) of APB
Opinion No. 29, Accounting for Nonmonetary Transactions, and replaces
it with an exception for exchanges that do not have commercial substance.
This statement specifies that a nonmonetary exchange has commercial
substance if the future cash flows of the entity are expected to change
significantly as a result of the exchange. The provisions of this statement
shall be effective and applied prospectively for nonmonetary asset
exchanges occurring in fiscal periods beginning after June 15, 2005 with
earlier application permitted. The early application of this standard by the
Company did not have a material effect on its consolidated net income,
financial position or cash flows.

SFAS No. 154, Accounting for Changes and Error Corrections, a
replacement of APB Opinion No. 20 and FASB Statement No. 3, was
issued in May 2005. This statement provides guidance on the accounting
for and reporting of accounting changes and error corrections. It
establishes, unless impracticable, retrospective application as the
required method for reporting a change in accounting principle in the
absence of explicit transition requirements specific to the newly adopted
accounting principle. This statement also provides guidance for determining
whether retrospective application of a change in accounting principle is
impracticable and for reporting a change when retrospective application
is impracticable. This statement shall be effective for accounting changes



and corrections of errors made in fiscal years beginning after
December 15, 2005, with early adoption permitted. The Company does
not expect the application of the requirements of SFAS No. 154 to have
a material effect on the Company’s consoclidated net income, financial
position or cash flows.

2. BUSINESS COMBINATIONS, DISPOSITIONS AND
SEGMENT INFORMATION

On January 3, 2005 the Company’s wholly-owned subsidiary, BTD
Manufacturing, Inc. (BTD), acquired the assets of Performance Tool &
Die, Inc. (Performance Tool) of Lakeville, Minnesota, for $4.1 million in
cash. Performance Tool speciafizes in manufacturing mid to large
progressive dies for customers throughout the Midwest, East and West
Coasts, and the southern United States. Performance Tool’s revenues for
the year ended December 31, 2004 were $4.1 million. The Company
expects this acquisition to provide expanded growth opportunities for
both BTD and Performance Tool.

Also, on January 3, 2005 the Company’s wholly-owned subsidiary,
ShoreMaster, Inc. (ShareMaster), acquired the commaon stock of
Shoreline Industries, Inc. (Shoreling), of Pine River, Minnesota, for
$2.4 milion in cash. Shoreline is a manufacturer of boatlift motors and
other accessories for lifts and docks with sales throughout the United
States, but primarily in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Shoreline’s revenues
for the year ended December 31, 2004 were $2.1 million. The acquisition
of Shoreline secures a source of components and expands potential
markets for ShoreMaster products.

On May 31, 2005 ShoreMaster acquired the assets of Southeast
Floating Docks, Inc., of St. Augustine, Florida for $4.0 million in cash.
Southeast Fioating Docks is a leading manufacturer of concrete floating
dock systems for marinas. They have designed custom floating systems
and conducted installations mainly in the southeast United States and
the Caribbean. Southeast Floating Docks had revenues of $4.5 million in
2004. This acquisition enables ShoreMaster to offer a wider range of
products to its customers and expands its geographic reach in the
southeast region of the United States.

Below are condensed balance sheets, at the date of the business
combinations, disclosing the aflocation of the purchase price assigned to
each major asset and liability category of the acquired companies.

Performance Shoreline Southgast
(in thousands) Tool industries  Floating Docks
Assets
Current assets $ 748 3 464 $ 2437
Plant 1,396 260 415
Deferred income taxes 22 - -
Goodwill 1,772 1,442 2,804
Other intangible assets 800 557 1,150
Total assets $ 4,738 $ 2,723 $ 6,806
Liabilities
Current liabilities $ 324 3 86 $ 318
Deferred revenue _ — 2,520
Deferred income taxes _ 235 —
Long-term debt 298 — —
Total liabilities $ 622 $ 321 $ 2,838
Cash paid $ 4,116 $ 2,402 $ 3,968

Goodwill and other intangible assets related to the Performance Tool
acquisition are deductible for income tax purposes over 15 years. Other
intangible assets related to the Performance Tool acquisition includes
$239,000 for a nonamortizable trade name and $561,000 in other
intangible assets being amortized over 3 to 15 years for book purposes.
Goodwill and other intangible assets related to the Shoreline acquisition
are not deductible for income tax purposes, except for a $171,000
noncompete agreement being amortized over 15 years for income tax

purposes. Other intangible assets related to the Shoreline acquisition
includes $148,000 for a nonamortizable brand name and $408,000 in
other intangible assets being amortized over 5 to 20 years for book
purposes. Goodwill and other intangible assets related to the Southeast
Floating Docks acquisition are deductiple for income 1ax purposes over
15 years. Other intangible assets related to the Southeast Floating Docks
acquisition includes $1,000,000 for a nonamortizable brand name.

On August 18, 2004 the Company acquired all of the outstanding
common stock of Idaho Pacific Holdings, Inc., (IPH) of Ririe, idaho, a
leading processor of dehydrated potato products in North America, for
$68.2 million in cash. An additionat $6.0 million in cash was placed in
escrow to pay off earn-out contingencies if IPH achieved certain financial
targets for the period from August 1, 2004 through July 31, 2005. The
financial targets were not achieved and the $6.0 miflion of funds held in
escrow were returned to the Company in the third quarter of 2005.

The results of operations of IPH have been included in the Company's
consolidated results of operations since the date of acquisition and are
included in the food ingredient processing segment. This acquisition
added a new platform to the Company’s diversified portfolio of businesses.
IPH is headquartered in Ririe, Idaho, where its largest processing facility
is located. It also has potato dehydration plants in Souris, Prince Edward
Island, Canada, and Center, Colorado. IPH supplies products for use in
foods such as mashed potatoes, snacks and baked goods. Its customers
include many of the largest domestic and international food manufacturers
in the snack food, foodservice and baking industries. IPH exports potato
products to Europe, the Middle East, the Pacific Rim and Central America.
IPH had revenues of $43.5 million for its fiscal year ended July, 31, 2004.

Below is a condensed balance sheet of IPH disclosing the final allocation
of the purchase price assigned to each major asset and liability category.

(in thousands) IPH
Assets
Current assets $ 17,740
Plant 35,296
Goodwill 24,240
Other intangible assets 13,200
Total assets $ 90,476
Liabilities
Current liabifities $ 5,898
Deferred income taxes 12,408
Long-term debt 2,140
Class B common stock options 1,832
Total liabilities $ 22,273
Cash paid $ 68,203

Goodwill and other intangible assets related to the IPH acquisition are
not deductible for income tax purposes. Cther intangible assets related to
the IPH acquisition include $10.0 million for customer relationships being
amortized over 25 years and a $3.2 million nonamortizable trade name.

On November 1, 2003 the Company acquired the assets and operations
of Foley Company (Foley) for $12.3 million in cash. Foley is a mechanical
and prime contracting firm based in Kansas City, Missouri, that provides
a range of specialty contracting including design-and-build services for
new construction, retrofitting, process piping, equipment settings, and
instrumentation and control systems. Major clients include water and
wastewater treatment plants, hospital and pharmacetutical facilities, power
generation plants, and other industrial and manufacturing projects across
a multi-state service area. This acquisition expanded the Company's
construction services to a broader geographic region. Foley is included in
the other business operations segment.

in 2003, the Company also acquired Topline Medical, Inc., and North
Star Medical Systems, Inc. The aggregate price paid for these companies
was $1.9 milion in cash. These acquisitions allowed the health services
segment to increase sales opportunities with an expanded fine of products.
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Below is a condensed balance sheet disclosing the final allocation of
the purchase price assigned to each major asset and liability category for
the companies acquired in 2003.

Foley Others

(in thousands}

Assets }
Current assets $ 9847 $ 675
Plant 3,793 45
Goodwill 7,319 1,924
Other intangible assets 1,653 102
Tota! assets $ 22612 $ 2746

and the portion of corporate general and administrative expenses that
are not allocated to other segments. These businesses operate primarily
in the Central United States, except for the transportation company
which operates in 48 states and six Canadian provinces.

The Company's electric operations, including wholesale power sales,
are operated as a division of Otter Tail Corporation, and the Company’s
energy services and natural gas marketing operations are operated as a
subsidiary of Otter Tail Corporation. Substantially all of the other
businesses are owned by a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Company.

The Company evaluates the performance of its business segments
and allocates resources to them based on earnings contribution and
return on total invested capital. Information on continuing operations for

construction; transportation; energy services and natural gas marketing;
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Lg:r'i:ﬁsliabilmes s 8618 $ 669 the bgsiness segments for 2005, 2004 and 2003 is presented in the
Long-term debt - 136 following table.
QOther long-term liabilities 1,712 —
Total liabilities ‘ $ 10330 $ 805  fnihousands) 2005 2004 2003
Cash paid ' $ 12282 8 194 i evenue
Electric $ 312,985 § 266,385 $ 267,494
Goodwill related to the Foley acquisition is not deductible for income tax Plastics 158,548 115,426 86,009
purposes. The goodwill related to the other 2003 acquisitions is g:;?;a;ﬂzgs f:g'g; f?l‘?;: 12;;?;
deductible for income taxl punpqses over 15 year?s,.‘ Other |ntangl|ble assets Food ingredient processing 38,501 14.023 _
related to the Foley acquisition include a $1.1 million nonamortizable Other busingss operations 171,939 148,328 114,726
trade name and $553,000 in intangible assets being amortized over five Intersegment sliminations (3,867) 2.733) 2,254)
years, Other intangible assets related to the other acquisitions are being Total $1,046,408 & 857362  § 724288
amortized over four years. — —
L . ) Depreciation and amortization
All of the acguisitions described above were accounted for using the Electric $ 24397 $ 24236 §$ 26,008
purchase method of accounting. The pro forma effect of these acquisitions Plastics 2,511 2,097 2,126
on 2008, 2004 and 2003 revenues, net income or earnings per share Manufacturing 9,447 7.828 6,882
was not significant. Health services 4,038 5,047 5,137
Food ingredient processing 3,399 1,118 -
SEGMENT INFORMATION Other business operations 2,666 2,945 2,841
The accounting policies of the segments are described under note 1 - Total $ 46458 $ 43471 $ 42,994
Summary of Significant Accounting Policies. The Company’s businesses Income before income taxes
_have been classified into six'segments based on products and services Electric $ 55984 $ 45234 § 48689
and reach customers in all 50 states and international markets. The six Plastics 22,803 9,453 3,341
segments are: electric, plastics, manufacturing, heaith services, food Manufacturing 12,242 12,543 6,904
ingredient processing and other business operations. Health Se“’i‘?es ' 6,875 5,075 4197
Electric includes the production, transmission, distribution and sale of Food ingredent processing 1,482 618 -
electric energy in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota under the Other business operations (18,564) (14844 (10744
name Otter Tail Power Company, Electric utility operations have been the Total $ 80822 § 58079 $ 52387
Company’s primary business- since incorporation. Barnings available for common shares
Plastics consist of businesses producing polyviny! chioride and Electric $ 36566 § 30799 § 33411
polyethylene pipe in the Upper Midwest and Scuthwest regions of the Plastics 13,936 5,857 2,019
. Manufacturing 7,589 7,563 4,495
United States. - _ . . ‘ ‘ Health services 4,007 2,951 2,464
Manufacturing consists of businesses in the following manufacturing Food ingredient processing 329 351 _
activities: production of watérfront equipment, wind towers, material and Other business operations {10,307) (7.425) (4,899)
handling trays and horticultural containers, contract machining, and metal Total $ 52120 $ 39896 $ 37490
parts stamping and fabrication. These businesses are located primarily in ‘ -
. ) . Capital expenditures
the Upper Midwest and Missouri. Electric $ 30479 $ 25368 $ 28,177
Health services consists of businesses involved in the sale of diagnostic Plastics 3,636 2,544 3,984
medical equipment, patient monitoring equipment and related supplies and Manufacturing 16,112 13,163 9,592
accessories. These businesses also provide service maintenance, diagnostic Health services 3,095 3,919 5,427
imaging, positron emission tomography and nuciear medicine imaging, Food ingredient processing 2,952 3,528 -
portable X-ray imaging and rental of diagnostic medical imaging equipment Other business operations 3,695 962 1,603
to various medical institutions located throughout the United States. Total $ 59969 $ 49484 $ 48,783
Food ingredient processing consists of IPH, which owns and operates |dentifiable assets
potato dehydration plants in Ririe, Idaho; Center, Colorado and Souris, Electric $ 654,175 $ 634,433 $ 609,190
Prince Edward Island, Canada, producing dehydrated potato products Plastics 76,573 67,574 58,538
that are sold in the United States, Canada, Europe, the Middle East, the Manufacturing 177,969 160,800 125,877
Pacific Rim and Central America. Health services 67,066 66,506 67,587
Other business operations consists of businesses involved in residential, Food ingredient processing 96,023 92,362 -
) . . . . . ) ) Other business operations 107,373 91,508 95,350
commercial and industrial electric contracting industries; fiber optic and ‘ : )
B Discontinued cperations 2,317 30,837 29,881
electric distribution systems; waste-water, water and HVAC systems
Total $1,181,496 $1,134,148 §$ 986,423




No single external customer accounts for 10% or more of the
Company's revenues. Substantially all of the Company’s tong-lived assets
are within the United States except for a food ingredient processing
dehydration plant in Souris, Prince Edward Island, Canada and a wind
tower manufacturing plant in Fort Erig, Ontario, Canada.

Percent of sales revenue by country for the year ended December 31:

2005 2004 2003
United States of America 97.9% 97.1% 100.0%
Canada 1.0% 2.1% -
All other countries 1.1% 0.8% —

3._RATE MATTERS

On December 29, 2000 the North Dakota Public Service Commission
(NDPSC) approved a performance-based ratemaking plan that links
allowed earnings in North Dakota to seven defined performance standards
in the areas of price, electric service reliability, customer satisfaction and
employee safety. The plan was in place through 2005. This plan provided
the opportunity for the electric utility to raise its allowed rate of return and
share income with customers when earnings exceed the allowed return.
The electric utility’s 2005 rate of return is expected to be within the
allowable range defined in the plan. The electric utility's 2004 and 2003
rates of return were within the allowable range defined in the plan. The
performance-based ratemaking plan expired on December 31, 2005. White
the electric utility has applied to the NDPSC for a three year extension with
certain modifications, the NDPSC has taken no action on the application.
The Energy Policy Act of 2005 (the 2005 Energy Act) was signed into
aw in August 2005. The 2005 Energy Act is comprehensive legisiation

that will substantially affect the regulation of energy companies. The 2005

Energy Act amends federal energy faws and provides the FERC with new

oversight responsipilities. Among the important changes to be implemented

as a result of this legislation are the following:

* The Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 (PUHCA) was
repealed effective February 8, 2006. PUHCA significantly restricted
mergers and acquisitions in the electric utility sector.

e The FERC will appoint and oversee an electric reliability organization to
establish and enforce mandatory reliability rules regarding the interstate
electric transmission system. .

¢ The FERC will establish incentives for transmission companies, such
as performance-based rates, recovery of costs to comply with
refiability rules and accelerated depreciation for investments in
transmission infrastructure.

» The Price Anderson Amendments Act of 1988, which provides the
framework for nuclear liability protection, will be extended by 20
years to 2025.

¢ Federal support will be available for certain clean coal power initiatives,
nuclear power projects and renewable energy technologies.

The implementation of the 2005 Energy Act requires proceedings at
the state level and the development of regulations by the FERC and the
Department of Energy, as well as other federal agencies. The Company
cannot predict when these proceedings and regulations will commence
or be finalized. The Company is still studying the legislation and its effect
and cannot predict with certainty the impact on its electric operations.

In a letter from the FERC Office of Market Oversight and Investigations
(OMOJ) dated September 27, 2005, Otter Tail Power Company was

informed that the Division of Operation Audits of the OMOI would be
commencing an audit of Otter Tail Power Company. The purpose of the
audit is to determine whether and how the Company’s transmission
practices are in compliance with the FERC's applicable rules and
regulations and tariff requirements, and whether and how the
implementation of the Company’s waivers from the requirements of Order
No. 889 and Order No. 2004 restricts access to transmission information
that would benefit the Company’s off-system sales. The audit will cover
the period from January 1, 2003 through August 31, 2005. This is a
routine audit to which all FERC jurisdictional utilities are subject. FERC
has been conducting audits of this nature since Order No. 889 was
issued and more since the implementation of Order No. 2004 (FERC's
Standards of Conduct Order). The audit is expected to take approximately
six months to complete. The Company believes it is in compliance with
applicable FERC rules, regulations and tariff requirements related to the
audit. Given the preliminary nature of this audit, the Company is not able
to determine whether the audit will result in any material changes to the
Company’s operations or have any material effect on the Company's
consolidated net income, financial position or cash flows.

On November 30, 2004, Otter Tail Power Company filed a report with

the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) responding to claims
of allegedly improper regulatory filings brought to the attention of the
Company by certain individuals. In 2005, the Energy Division of the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, the Residential Utilities Division of
the Office of Attorney General and the claimants filed comments in
response 1o the report, to which the Company filed reply comments.
A hearing before the MPUC is expected to be scheduled in March 2006.
The Company cannot predict whether the results of the hearing will have
any impact on the Company’s consolidated net income, financial position
or cash flows.

In December 2005, the MPUC issued an order denying the recovery of
certain MISO-related costs through the fuel clause adjustment (FCA) in
Minnesota retail rates and requiring a refund of amounts previously
collected pursuant to an interim order issued in April 2005. A $1.9 million
reduction in revenue and a refund payable was recorded in December
2005 by the electric utility to reflect the refund obligation. On February 9,
20086 the MPUC reconsidered its December 2005 order. On
reconsideration, the MPUC eliminated the refund provision from the
December 2005 order, and alfowed that any MiSO-related costs not
recovered through the FCA may be deferred for possible recovery
through base rates in the electric utility’s next general rate case. The
MPUC's final written order of this action is pending. When the final order
is issued, the electric utility will recognize the $1.9 million in revenue and
reverse the refund payable.
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~4._REGULATORY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

The following table indicates the amount of regulatory assets and
liabilities recorded on the Company’s consolidated balance sheets:

December 31, December 31,

certain contracts for trading purposes with the intent to profit from
fluctuations in market prices through the timing of purchases and sales.
Electric revenues include $46,397,000 in 2005, $27,228,000 in 2004
and $29,702,000 in 2003 related to wholesale electric sales and net
unrealized derivative gains on forward energy contracts and, in 2005,
sales of financial transmission rights and daily settiements of virtual
transactions in the MISO market, broken down as follows for the years

in th ot 2005 2004
fn thousanas) ended December 31:
Regulatory assets:
Deferred income taxes ‘ $ 16,724 $ 14,526
Reacquisition premiums 2,995 3,424 (in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Deferred conservation program costs 1,064 1,203 Wholesale sal
Plant acquisition costs 196 240 olesale sales - ,
Deferrad marked-to-market losses 1.423 331 company-owned generation $ 24,799 $ 17970 $ 18,600
Accrued cost-of-energy revenue 10,400 3,348 Revenue from settled contracts
Accumulated ARQ accretion/ at market prices 474,882 134,715 121,303
depreciation adjustment 209 114 Market cost of settled contracts (457,728) (128,685) (114,259)
Total regulatory assets $ 33,011 $ 23185 Net margins on settled contracts
Regulatory liabilities: at market 17,154 6,030 7,044
Accumulated reserve for Marked-to-rarket gains on seftled contracts 11,118 12,683 2,978
estimated removal costs $ 52,582 $ 49823  Marked-to-market losses on
Deferred income taxes 5,961 6,727 settled contracts (9,590) (9,736) 977)
Deferred marked-to-market gains 2,925 197 Net marked-to-market gain
Gain on sale of division office building 156 162 on settled contracts 1,528 2,927 2,001
Total regulatory fiabilities $ 61,624 $ 58,909 Unrealized marked-to-market gains
Net regulatory liability position $ 28613 $ 33,723 on open contracts 5,678 514 6,338
Unrealized marked-to-market losses
on open contracts (2,762) (213) (4,281)
The regulatory assets and liabilities related to deferred income taxes Net unrealized marked-to-market gain
result from changes in statutory tax rates accounted for in accordance on open contracts 2,916 301 2,057
with SFAS No. 103, Accounting for Income Taxes. Reacquisition premiums Wholesale electric revenue $ 46,397 $ 27,228 $ 29,702

included in Unamortized debt expense and reacquisition premiums are
being recovered from electric utility customers over the remaining original
lives of the reacquired debt issues, the longest of which is 16.6 years.
Deferred conservation program costs represent mandated conservation
expenditures recoverable through retail electric rates over the next 1.5 years.
Plant acquisition costs will be amortized over the next 4.4 years. Accrued
cost-of-energy revenue included in Accrued utility revenues will be
recovered over the next nine months. Alt deferred marked-to-market
gains and losses are related to forward purchases and sales of energy
scheduled for delivery prior to September 2006. The accumulated
reserve for estimated removal costs is reduced for actual removal costs
incurred. The remaining regulatory assets and liabilities are being recovered
from, or will be paid to, electric customers over the next 30 years.

If for any reason, the Company’s regulated businesses cease to meet
the criteria for application of SFAS No. 71 for all or part of their operations,
the regulatory assets and liabilities that no longer meet such criteria
would be removed from the consolidated balance shest and included in
the consolidated statement of income as an extraordinary expense or
income item in the period in which the application of SFAS No. 71 ceases.

5. FORWARD ENFRGY CONTRACTS CLASMEIED AS DERIVATIVES

ELECTRICITY CONTRACTS

With the issuance of SFAS No. 149 in 20083, all of the electric utility’s
wholesale purchases and sales of energy under forward contracts that do
not meet the definition of capacity contracts are considered derivatives
subject to mark-to-market accounting. The electric utility’s objective in
entering into forward contracts for the purchase and sale of energy is to
optimize the use of its generating and transmission facilities and leverage
its knowledge of wholesale energy markets in the region to maximize
financial returns for the benefit of both its customers and shareholders.
The electric utility’s intent in entering into certain of these contracts is to
settle them through the physical delivery of energy when physically
possible and economically feasible. The electric utility also enters into

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

The following tables show the effect of marking-to-market forward
contracts for the purchase and sale of energy on the Company’s
consolidated balance sheets:

December 31, December 31,

(in thousands) 2005 2004
Current asset—marked-to-market gain $ 8,603 $ 711
Regulatory asset—deferred
marked-to-market l0ss 1,423 . 331
Total assets 10,026 1,042
Current liability —marked-to-market loss (4,185) (544)
Regulatory liability — deferred
marked-to-market gain (2,925) (197)
Total liabilties (7,110) (741)
Net fair value of marked-to-market
energy contracts $ 2,916 $ 301
(in thousands) December 31, 2005
Fair value at beginning of year $ 30
Amount realized on contracts entered into in 2004 and settled in 2005 (322)
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 21
Net fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 at year end 2005 -
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2005 2,916
Net fair value at end of year $ 2,916




The $2,916,000 in recognized but unrealized net gains on the forward
energy purchases and sales marked-to-market as of December 31, 2005
is expected to be realized on physicat settlement or settled by an
offsetting agreement with the counterparty to the original contract as
scheduled over the following quarters in the amounts listed:

1st Quarter  2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter Total
(in thousands) 2006 2006 2006
Net gain $ 2,281 $ 527 3 108 $ 2916

Of the forward energy contracts that are marked-to-market as of
December 31 2005, 91% of the forward energy purchases have offsetting
sales in terms of volumes and delivery periods. The amount of net
unrealized marked-to-market losses recognized on forward energy
purchases that are not offset by forward energy sales is $269,000.

NATURAL GAS CONTRACTS

The Company's energy services subsidiary markets natural gas to
approximately 160 retail customers. Some of these customers are served
under fixed-price contracts. These contracts call for the physical delivery
of natural gas and are considered executory contracts for accounting
purposes. Current accounting guidance requires losses on firmly
committed executory contracts to be recognized when realized.

The Company’s energy services subsidiary first entered into over-the-
counter natural gas forward swap transactions that qualify as derivatives
subject to mark-to-market accounting under SFAS No. 133 in 2004.
Although the energy services subsidiary manages its risk by balancing its
position in these transactions relative to its market position in the
contracts entered into for physical delivery, these swap transactions do
not qualify for the normal purchases and sales exception nor do they
gualify for hedge accounting treatment under SFAS No. 1383. These
contracts are held for trading purposes with both realized and unrealized
net gains and losses reflected in revenue on the Company’s consolidated
statements of income for the years ended December 31, 2005 and 2004
in accordance with the guidance provided in EITF 02-83, Issues involved
in Accounting for Derivative Contracts Held for Trading Purposes and
Contracts Involved in Energy Trading and Risk Management Activities.
The Company’s intent in entering into these forward natural gas swap
transactions is to make a profit on the change in prices of natural gas
contracted for future delivery.

The following table provides a breakdown of the energy services
subsidiary’s natural gas swap transactions trading activity in 2005 and 2004:

Gains on settled contracts $ 17,685 $ 780
Losses on settled contracts {18,161) (747)
Net {loss) gain on settled coniracts (476) 33
Unrealized gains on open contracts 825 1,834
Unrealized losses on open contracts {851) {1,700)
Net unrealized {loss) gain on open contracts (26) 134
Net revenue recognized $ (502) $ 167

The following tables show the effect of marking-to-market the energy
services subsidiary’s forward natural gas swap transactions on the
consolidated balance sheets:

December 31, December 31,

{in thousands) 2005 2004
Gurrent asset—marked-to-market gain $ 825 $ 1,834
Current liability —marked-to-market loss 851) (1,700)
Net fair value of marked-to-market gas contracts $ (26} $ 134
Year ended
(in thousands) December 31, 2005
Fair value at beginning of year $ 134
Amount realized on contracts entered into in 2004 and settled in 2005 (134)
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 -
Net fair value of contracts entered into in 2004 at year end 2005 -
Changes in fair value of contracts entered into in 2005 (26)
Net fair value at end of year $ (26)

The $26,000 in recognized but unrealized net loss on these forward
natural gas swap transactions marked-to-market on December 31, 2005
is expected to be realized on settlement in the first quarter of 2006.

6. COMMON SHARES AND EARNINGS PER SHARE

NEW ISSUANCES
In January 2005, 175,000 common shares were issued as a result of the
underwriters exercising a portion of their over-allotment option in
connection with the Company’s December 2004 public offering. The
proceeds to the Company of $24.50 per share were used to pay down
debt borrowed to finance the acquisition of IPH. Also in 2005, the
Company issued 258,096 common shares as a result of stock option
exercises, 20,700 restricted common shares for officers' and directors’
compensation and 2,415 common shares as directors' compensation.

in 2005, the Company retired 14,547 common shares for tax
withholding purposes in connection with the vesting of restricted
cornmon shares, 240 restricted common shares that were forfeited prior
to vesting, and 17,120 common shares related to the return of stock to
the Company that was held in escrow for performance contingencies that
were not achieved in a health services acquisition.

STOCK INCENTIVE PLAN

Under the 1999 Stock Incentive Plan {incentive Plan) a total of 2,600,000
common shares were authorized for granting stock awards. The
Incentive Plan provides for the grant of stock options, stock appreciation
rights, restricted stock, restricted stock units, performance awards, and
other stock and stock-based awards. The Company’s Board of Directors
authorized an additional 1,000,000 common shares for the Incentive Plan
and extended the term of the Incentive Plan from December 13, 2008 to
December 13, 2013 subject to shareholder approval in April 2008.

The exercise price of the stock options is equal to the fair market value
per share at the date of the grant. Options granted to non-employee
directors are exercisable immediately and all ather options granted prior
to 2004 vest over a four-year period. Stock options granted in 2004 and
2005 vested six months from the grant date. Options expire ten years
after the date of the grant. Restricted stock awards outstanding as of
December 31, 2005 vest ratably over a four-year period. The Company
accounted for the Incentive Plan under APB No. 25 through December 31,
2005, but adopted the accounting requirements of SFAS No. 123(R) for
the Incentive Plan cn a modified prospective basis on January 1, 2006.
See New Accounting Pronouncements under note 1.

OTTER TAIL CORPORATION 2005 ANNUAL REPORT

49




50

Presented below is a summary of the stock opticns activity:

Stock Option Activity 2005 2004 2003
Average Average Average
exercise exercise exercise
Options price Options price Options price
Outstanding, beginning of year 1,508,277 $ 25.35 1,581,125 $ 25.16 1,360,721 $ 2488
Granted 74,900 24.93 72,400 26.50 222,750 27.24
Exercised 257,948 22.90 51,468 19.83 47,700 20.21
Forfeited 88,065 28.79 43,780 27.37 4,646 23.09
Cutstanding, year end 1,237,164 25.58 1,508,277 25,35 1,531,125 25,16
Exercisable, year end 1,095,272 25.16 1,111,681 24.27 791,661 22.97
Fair value of options granted during year $4.76 $5.27 $ 542

The fair values of the options granted were estimated using the Black-
Scholes option-pricing model under the following assumptions:

2005 2004 2003
Risk-free interest rate 4.3% 3.9% 3.7%
Expected lives 7 years 7 years 7 years
Expected volatility 25.4% 25.7% 26.3%
Dividend yield 4.4% 4.0% 4.0%

The following table sumrharizes information about options outstanding
as of December 31, 2005:

Options outstanding Options exercisable

Weighted-

average  Weighted- Weighted-

Outstanding  remaining average Exercisable average

Range of as of contractual exercise as of exercise
exercise prices 12/31/05 life (yrs) price  12/31/05 price
$18.80-$21.94 308,890 37 § 1948 308830 $ 1948
$21.95-$25.07 66,400 93 $ 2493 66,400 § 24.98
$25.08-$28.21 624,250 6.1 3 26.54 536,760 $ 2642
$28.22-831.34 237,624 6.1 $ 31.21 183,232 $ 31.17

See note 1 for pro forma stock option information.

In addition to the stock options granted, 20,700, 21,340 and 90,800
shares of restricted stock were granted during 2005, 2004 and 2003,
respectively. The total compensation cost recognized in income for the
restricted stock awards was $1,379,000 in 2005, $1,302,000 in 2004
and $1,110,000 in 2003.

The Company’s Board of Directors has approved performance award
agreements under the Incentive Plan for the Company’s executive officers.
Under these agreements, the officers ceuld be awarded common shares
based on the Company's total shareholder return relative to that of its
peer group of companies in the Edison Electric institute (EEl) Index over a
three-year period beginning on January 1, of the year the awards are
granted. The number of shares earned, if any, will be awarded and
issued at the end of each three-year performance measurement period.
The participants have no voting or dividend rights under these award
agreements until the shares are issued at the end of the performance
measurement period. A summary of activity under the performance
award agreements as of and for the years ended December 31, 2005
and 2004 is as follows:

Maximum Amount of shares Amount of

shares  expected to be awarded expense during

Performance subject based on current the years ended

Period to award stock performance December 31,
2005 2004
2005-2007 75,150 50,872 $ 490,000 -
2004-2006 70,500 23,500 $ 453,000 -
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EMPLOYEE STOCK PURCHASE PLAN

The 1998 Employee Stock Purchase Plan (Purchase Plan) allows eligible
employees to purchase the Company's common shares at 85% of the
lower market price at either the beginning or the end of each six-month
purchase period. Starting in 2006, the purchase price of common shares
under the Purchase Plan will be 85% of the market price at the end of
each six-month purchase period. Of the 400,000 common shares
authorized for purchase under the Purchase Plan, 2,961 were still available
for purchase as of December 31, 2005. To provide shares for the Purchase
Plan, 89,401 common shares were purchased in the open market in
2005, 66,958 common shares wers issued in 2004 and 66,724 common
shares were purchased in the open market in 2003. The Company's
Board of Directors authorized an additional 500,000 common shares for
the Purchase Plan subject to shareholder approval in Aprit 2006.

DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT AND SHARE PURCHASE PLAN

On August 30, 1996 the Company filed a shelf registration statement
with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) for the issuance of
up to 2,000,000 common shares pursuant to the Company's Automatic
Dividend Reinvestment and Share Purchase Plan (the Plan), which permits
shares purchased by shareholders or customers who participate in the
Plan to be either new issue common shares or common shares purchased
in the open market. From June 1999 through Becember 2003, common
shares needed for the Plan were purchased in the open market. From
January through October 2004 new shares were issued for this Plan.
Starting in November 2004 the Company began purchasing common
shares in the open market. Through December 31, 2005, 944,507
common shares had been issued to meet the requirements of the Plan.

SHAREHOLDER RIGHTS PLAN

On January 27, 1997 the Company’s Board of Directors declared a
dividend of one preferred share purchase right (Right) for each outstanding
common share held of record as of February 15, 1997. One Right was
also issued with respect to each common share issued after February 15,
1997. Each Right entitles the holder to purchase from the Company one
one-hundredth of a share of newly created Series A Junior Participating
Preferred Stock at a price of $70, subject to certain adjustments. The
Rights are exercisable when, and are not transferable apart from the
Company's commaen shares until, a person or group has acquired 15%
or more, or commenced a tender or exchangs offer for 15% or more, of
the Company’s common shares. if the specified percentage of the
Company’s common shares is acquired, each Right will entitle the holder
(other than the acquiring person or group) to receive, on exercise,
common shares of either the Company or the acquiring company having
value equal to two times the exercise price of the Right. The Rights are
redeemable by the Company’s Board of Directors in certain
circumstances and expire on January 27, 2007.



EARNINGS PER SHARE

Basic earnings per common share are calculated by dividing earnings
available for common shares by the average number of common shares
outstanding during the period. Diluted earnings per common share are
calculated by adjusting outstanding shares, assuming conversion of all
potentially dilutive stock options. Stock options with exercise prices
greater than the market price are excluded from the calculation of diluted
earnings per common share.

7. RETAINED EARNINGS RESTRICTION

The Company's Articles of Incorporation, as amended, contain provisions
that limit the amount of dividends that may be paid to common
shareholders by the amount of any declared but unpaid dividends to
holders of the Company’s cumulative preferred shares. Under these
provisions none of the Company's retained earnings were restricted at
December 31, 2005.

8 COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES

At December 31, 2005 the electric utility had commitments under
contracts in connection with construction programs aggregating
approximately $4,417,000. For capacity and energy requirements, the
electric utility has agreements extending through 2010 at annual costs of
approximately $16,957,000 in 2006, $16,359,000 in 2007, $16,339,000
in 2008, $16,358,000 in 2009 and $7,954,000 in 2010.

The electric utility has contracts providing for the purchase and delivery
of a significant portion of its current coal requirements. These contracts
expire in 2007 and 2016. In total, the electric utifity is committed to the
minimum purchase of approximately $83,981,000 or to make payments
in lieu thereof, under these contracts. The fuel clause adjustment
mechanism lessens the risk of loss from market price changes because
it provides for recovery of most fuel costs.

The Company's wind tower manufacturer has commitments totaling
$37,909,000 for the purchase of steel plates in 2008 to be used in the
construction of towers that are scheduled for delivery in 2006 and 2007,

The amounts of future operating lease payments are as follows:

{in thousands) Electric Nonelectric Total

2008 $ 1980 $ 35301 $ 37281
2007 1,699 30,172 31,871
2008 1,243 25,688 26,931
2009 1,243 22,374 23,617
2010 1,243 12,125 13,368
Later years 497 2,705 3,202
Total ) $ 7905 $ 128,365 $ 136,270

The electric future operating lease payments are primarily related to
coal rail-car leases. The nonelectric future operating lease payments are
primarily related to medical imaging equipment. Rent expense from
continuing operations was $37,798,000, $28,061,000 and $25,205,000,
for 2005, 2004 and 2003, respectively.

The Company occasionally is a party to fitigation arising in the normal
course of business. The Company regularly analyzes current information
and, as necessary, provides accruals for liabilities that are probable of
occurring and that can be reasonably estimated. The Company believes
the effect on its consolidated results of operations, financial position and
cash flows, if any, for the disposition of all matters pending as of
December 31, 2005 will not be material.

9. SHORT-TERM_AND LONG-TERM BORROWINGS

SHORT-TERM DEBT

As of December 31, 2005 the Company had $16 million in short-term
debt outstanding at an interest rate of 4.8%. As of December 31, 2004
the Company had $39,850,000 in short-term debt outstanding, of which
$35,000,000 was borrowed against the Company's line of credit and
$4,950,000 was the remaining unpaid balance on a bridge loan used to
finance the 2004 acquisition of IPH. As of December 31, 2004 the
composite interest rate on the line borrowings was 2.8% and the interest
rate on the bridge loan was 3.0%. The average interest rate paid on
short-term debt was 3.7% in 2005 and 2.2% in 2004.

In August 2004, the Company borrowed $76.0 million of unsecured
and unsubordinated debt from UBS Loan Finance LLC as a bridge loan
to finance its acquisition of IPH. The Company repaid $71,050,000 of the
$76.0 million loan in December 2004 with net proceeds from the
issuance of 2.9 million shares of common stock in a public offering. The
remaining unpaid balance of $4,950,000, outstanding on December 31,
2004, was repaid in January 2005 from the proceeds of 175,000 shares
of common stock issued as a result of the underwriters exercising a
portion of their over-allotment in connection with the public offering and
by borrowing from the Company’s line of credit. The interest rate paid on
the outstanding balance on the bridge loan was 3.0%. '

On April 27, 2005 the Company renewed its line of credit with U.S.
Bank National Association, JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Wells Fargo
Bank, National Association, and Bank Hapoalim B.M., and increased the
amount available under the line from $70 million to $100 million. The
renewed agreement expires on April 26, 2008. The terms of the renewed
line of credit are essentially the same as those in place prior to the
renewal. However, outstanding letters of credit issued by the Company
can reduce the amount available for borrowing under the line by up to
$20 milion. Borrowings under the line of credit bear interest at LIBOR
plus 0.6%, subject to adjustment based on the ratings of the Company’s
senior unsecured debt. This line is an unsecured revolving credit facility
available to support borrowings of our nonelectric operations. We anticipate
that the electric utility’s cash requirements through April 2006 will be
provided for by cash flows from electric utility operations. As of
December 31, 2005, $16.0 million of the $100 million line of credit in
place at that date was in use and $12.0 million was restricted from use
to cover outstanding letters of credit. The Company does not anticipate
any difficulties in renewing this line of credit.

The interest rate under the line of credit is subject to adjustment in the
event of a change in ratings on the Company's senior unsecured debt,
up to LIBOR plus 0.8% if the ratings on the Company’s senior unsecured
debt fall to BBB+ or below (Standard & Poor’s) or Baa1 or below (Moody’s).
On August 26, 2005 Moody's Investors Service lowered its ratings of the
Company’s senior unsecured debt from A2 to A3 and changed its outlook
from negative to stable. On December 22, 2005 Standard & Poor's
Rating Services changed its outiook on the Company's senior unsecured
debt from negative to stable. No changes were made 1o its ratings of the
Company’s senior unsecured debt which has a rating of BBB+. These
rating changes did not affect the interest rate on the line of credit which
remained at LIBOR plus 0.6%.

The Company's bank line of credit is a key source of operating capital
and can provide interim financing of working capital and other capital
requirements, if needed. The Company’s obligations under this line of
credit are guaranteed by a 100%-owned subsidiary of the Company that
owns substantially all of the Company’s nonelectric companies.
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LONG-TERM DEBT

The Company has the ability to issue up to $256 million of common shares,
cumulative preferred shares, debt and certain other securities from time
to time under its universal shelf registration statement filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission on June 4, 2004 and declared
effective on August 30, 2004. The Company issued no long-term debt
under its universal shelf registration in 2005 or 2004.

On September 24, 2003 the Company borrowed $16.3 million under
a loan agreement with Lombard US Equipment Finance Corporation in
the form of an unsecured note. The terms of the note require quarterly
principal payments in the amount of $582,143 commencing in January
2004 with a final installment due on October 2, 2010. The note bears
interest at a variable rate of three-month LIBOR plus 1.43% on the
unpaid principal balance with interest payments due quarterly. The
covenants associated with the note are consistent with existing credit
facilities. There are no rating triggers associated with this note.

On November 3, 2004 a Second Amendment to the Note Purchase
Agreement dated as of December 31, 2001 for the $80 million 6.63%
senior notes due December 1, 2011 between Otter Tail Corporation and
the holders of the notes was signed and made effective as of October 1,
2004, This amendment efiminated the provision that would require
repayment of the $80 million senior notes with a make-whole premium if
the Company's senior unsecured debt is rated below Baa3 (Moody's) or
BBB- (Standard & Poor’s). The amendment resulted in no changes to
interest rates and no material changes to other terms of the agreement.
The Company’s obligations under the 6.63% senior notes are guaranteed
by a 100%-owned subsidiary of the Company that owns substantially alf
of the Company’s nonelectric companies.

The Company’s Grant County and Mercer County poliution control
refunding revenue bonds require the Company grant to Ambac Assurance
Corporation, under a financial guaranty insurance policy relating to the
bonds, a security interest in the assets of the electric utility if the rating on
the Company's senior unsecured debt is downgraded to Baa2 or below
(Moody’s) or BBB or below (Standard & Poor’s).

The aggregate amounts of maturities on bonds outstanding and other
long-term obligations at December 31, 2005 for each of the next five
years are $3,340,000 for 2006, $54,896,000 for 2007, $3,008,000 for
2008, $2,904,000 for 2009 and $2,568,000 for 2010.

COVENANTS

The Company’s line of credit, its $30 million 6.63% senior notes due 2011
and Lombard US Equipment Finance note contain covenants that require
the Company to maintain a debt-to-total capitalization ratic not in excess
of 80% and an interest and dividend coverage ratio of at least 1.5 to 1. The
8.63% senior notes also require that priority debt not be in excess of 20%
of total capitalization. The Company was in compliance with all of the
covenants under these financing agreements as of December 31, 2005.

10. CUMULATIVE PREFERRED SHARES AND CLASS B

. STOCK OPTIONS OF SUBSIDIARY.

CUMULATIVE PREFERRED SHARES
All four series of cumulative preferred shares are redeemable at the option
of the Company. As of December 31, 2005 the call price by series is:

Series outstanding Call price

$ 3.60, 60,000 shares $ 102.25
$ 4.40, 25,000 shares $ 102.00
$ 4.65 30,000 shares $ 101.50
$ 6.75, 40,000 shares $ 102.70
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CLASS B STOCK OPTIONS OF SUBSIDIARY

In connection with the acquisition of IPH in August 2004, IPH management
and certain other employees elected to retain stock options for the
purchase of 1,112 IPH Class B common shares valued at $1.8 million.
The options are exercisable at any time and the option holder must deliver
cash to exercise the option. Once the options are exercised for Class B
shares, the Class B shareholder cannot put the shares back to the
Company for 181 days. At that time, the Class B common shares are
redeemable at any time during the employment of the individual holder,
subject to certain limits on the total number of Class B common shares
redeemable on an annual basis. The Class B common shares are
non-voting, except in the event of a merger, and do not participate in
dividends but have liquidation rights at par with the Class A common
shares owned by the Company. The value of the Class B common
shares issued on exercise of the options represents an interest in IPH
that changes as defined in the agreement.

In 2005, options for 357 IPH Class B common shares were exercised.
Total cash paid to IPH on exercise of the options and issuance of the
Class B common shares was $171,000. The Class B common shares
were redeemed by IPH 181 days after issuance and prior to December
31, 2005 for $745,000, the value of the shares on the date of issuance.,
The combined exercise price of the remaining 755 options outstanding
on December 31, 2005 was $316,000.

~11. PENSION PLAN AND OTHER POSTRETIREMENT BENEFITS

Effective July 1, 2005 the Company remeasured its pension and other
postretirement benefit ptan obligations using the RP-2000 Combined
Healthy Mortality table in place of the 1983 Group Annuity Mcrtality table
(GAM '83) it used to measure its obligations and determine its annual costs
under these plans in January 2005. The reason for the remeasurement
was to update the mortality table to more accurately reflect current life
expectancies of current employees and retirees included in the plans.
Generally accepted accounting principles require that all assumptions
used. to measure plan obligations and determine annual plan costs be
revised as of a remeasurement date. The following actuarial assumptions
were updated as of the July 1, 2005 remeasurement date:

January 1, 2005 through

July 1, 2005 through

Key assumptions and data June 30, 2005 December 31, 2005

Discount rate 6.00% 5.25%
Long-term rate of return

on plan assets 8.50% 8.50%
Social Security wage base 4.00% 3.50%
Rate of inflation 3.00% 2.50%

2% per year
through age 54

Rate of withdrawal 1% per year

through age 54

Mortality table GAM ‘83 RP-2000 projected to 2006
Markat value of assets—
beginning of pericd $141,685,000 $142,547,832

Remeasuring the Company’s pension and other postretirement benefit
plan obligations as of July 1, 2005, under the revised assumptions had the
effect of increasing the Company's 2005 projected pension plan costs by
$1,364,000, increasing its 2005 projected Executive Survivor and
Supplemental Retirement Plan costs by $123,000 and increasing its 2005
projected costs for postretirement benefits other than pensions by $137,000.

PENSION PLAN

The Company's noncontributory funded pension plan covers substantially
all electric utility and corporate employees. The plan provides 100% vesting
after five vesting years of service and for retirement compensation at age
65, with reduced compensation in cases of retirement prior to age 62.
The Company reserves the right to discontinue:the plan but no change
or discontinuance may affect the pensions theretofore vested. The
Company's policy is to fund pension costs accrued. All past service




costs have been provided for.

The pension plan has a trustee who is responsible for pension payments
to retirees. Four investment managers are responsible for managing the
plan’s assets. An independent actuary performs the necessary actuarial
valuations for the plan.

The plan assets consist of common stock and bonds of pubiic
companies, U.S. government securities, cash and cash equivalents.
None of the plan assets are invested in common stock, preferred stock
or debt securities of the Company.

The following tables provide a reconciliation of the changes in the
plan’s benefit obligations and fair value of assets over the two-year period
ended December 31, 2005 and a statement of the funded status as of
December 31 of both years:

The change in the additional minimum liability included in Accumulated
other comprehensive loss was $7,757,000 in 2005 and $0 in 2004.

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine benefit obligations
at December 31:

2005 2004

5.75% 8.00%
3.75% 3.75%

Discount rate
Rate of increase in future compensation level

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine net periodic
pension cost for the year ended December 31:

2005 2004

(in thousands) Discount rate (2005 is remeasurement compasite rate) 5.625% 6.25%
Recondiliation of benefit obligation: Long-term rate of return on plan assets 8.50% 8.50%
Obligation at January 1 $ 166,190 $ 154150 Rate of increase in future compensation level 3.75% 3.75%
Service cost 4,695 4,063
Interest cost 9,721 9,458 To develop the expected long-term rate of return on assets assumption,
Benefit payments (8,567) 8600 the Company considered the historical returns and the future expectations
Plan amencments 222 ~ for returns for each asset class, as well as the target asset allocation of
Actuarial loss 9,326 7,110 . .
the pension portfolio.
Obiigation at December 31 $ 181,587 § 166,190 The assumed rate of return on pension fund assets for the determination
Reconciliation of fair value of plan assets: of 2006 net periodic pension cost is 8.5%.
;ii’u‘;‘i'gu‘i;‘ii”;:’:e;;z SJa”“a'V 1 $ 14;'22:5; $ 132’2;1 The Company’s pension plan asset aflocations at December 31, 2005
Discretionary company contributions 4,000 4,000 and 2004, by asset category are as follows:
Benefit payments (8,567) (8,600)
Fair value of plan assets at December 31 $ 146,982 $ 141,685 Asset Allocation
Funded status $ (34605  $ (24.505) | arge capitalization equity securities 51.2% 48.4%
Unrecognized net actuarial loss 38,777 28,607 Small capitalization equity securities 11.4% 11.2%
Unrecognized prior service cost 5,623 6,127 International equity securities 9.8% 14.7%
Net amount recognized .8 9795 $ 10228 Tota) equity securities 72.4% 74.3%
Cash and fixed-income securities 27.6% 25.7%
The following table provides the amounts recognized in the consolidated 100.0% 100.0%

balance sheets as of December 31:

(in thousands)

2005 2004

Prepaid pension cost $ 9,795 $ 10,229
Additional minimum liability (13,380) -
Net pension asset/(liability) $ (3,585) $ 10,229
Intangible asset 5,623 -
Accumulated other comprehensive loss 7,757 —
Net amount recognized $ 9,795 $ 10,229

Additiona!l information on the status of the pension plan as of
December 31:

(in thousands)

2005 2004

Projected benefit obligation $ 181,587 $ 166,190
Accumulated benefit obligation 150,567 137,682
Fair value of plan assets 146,982 141,685
Components of net periodic pension benefit cost:

(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Service cost—benefit earned

during the period $ 4695 $ 4063 $ 3778
Interest cost on projected benefit obligation 9,721 9,458 8,491
Expected return on assets (12,071) {12,438) (12,933}
Amortization of prior-service cost 726 897 1,170
Amortization of net actuarial loss 1,364 — —
Net periodic pension cost $ 4435 $ 1980 $ 1,507

The following objectives guide the investment strategy of the Company's
pension plan (the Plan).

e The Plan is managed to operate in perpetuity.

* The Plan will meet the pension benefit obligation payments of Otter Tail
Corporation.

* The Plan’'s assets should be invested with the objective of meeting
current and future payment requirements white minimizing annuat
contributions and their volatility.

* The asset strategy reflects the desire 1o meet current and future benefit
payments while considering a prudent level of risk and diversification.

The asset allocation strategy developed by the Company’s Retirement
Plans Administrative Committee is based on the current needs of the
Plan, the investment objectives listed above, the investment preferences
and risk tolerance of the committee and a desired degree of diversification.

The asset allocation strategy contains guideline percentages, at market
value, of the total Plan invested in various asset classes. The strategic
target allocation shown in the table that follows is a guide that will at
times not be reflected in actual asset allocations that may be dictated by
prevailing market conditions, independent actions of the Retirement
Plans Administrative Committee and/or investment managers, and
required cash flows to and from the Plan. The tactical range provides
flexibility for the investment managers’ portfolios to vary around the target
allocation without the need for immediate rebalancing. The Company’s
Retirement Plans Administrative Committee monitors actual asset
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aliocations and directs contributions and withdrawals toward maintaining
the targeted allocation percentages listed in the table below.

The following table provides the amounts recognized in the consolidated
balance sheets as of December 31:

Asset Allocation

Strategic Target

Tactical Range

2005 2004

{in thousands)

Large capitalization equity securities 48% 40%-55% Accrued benefit liability $ (19,631) $ (16,703)
Small capitalization equity securities 12% 9%-15% Intangible asset 891 1,626
International equity securities 10% 5%-15% Accumulated other comprehensive loss 4,831 2,317
Total equity securities 70% 60%-80% Net amount recognized 8 (13,909) $ (12,760)
Fixed-income securities 30% 20%-40%

Cash Flows—The Company is not required to make a contribution to
the pension plan in 20086.

The following benefit payments, which reflect expected future service,
as appropriate, are expected to be paid:

Years
2009

$9,013

(in thousands)
20112015

. $52,747

2007 2008

2010
$9,183

$ 8,601 $ 8,687 $8,834

EXECUTIVE SURVIVOR AND SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT

PLAN (ESSRP)

The ESSRP is an unfunded, nonqualified benefit plan for executive officers
and certain key management employees. The ESSRP provides defined
benefit payments to these employees on their retirements for life or to
their beneficiaries on their deaths for a 15-year postretirement period. Life
insurance carried on certain plan participants is payable to the Company
on the employee's death. There are no plan assets in this nonqualified
benefit plan due to the nature of the plan.

On January 31, 2005 the Board of Directors of the Company amended
and restated the ESSRP to reduce future benefits effective January 1,
2005, which resuited in reduced expense to the Company.

Effective January 1, 2005 new participants in the ESSRP accrue
benefits under a new formula. The new formula is the same as the formula
used under the Company’s qualified defined benefit pension plan but
includes bonuses in the computation of covered compensation and is
not subject to statutory compensation and benefit limits. Individuals who
became participants in the ESSRP before January 1, 2005 will receive
the greater of the old formula or the new formula until December 31,
2010. On Dacember 31, 2010, their benefit under the old formula will be
frozen. After 2010, they will receive the greater of their frozen December 31,
2010 benefit or their benefit calculated under the new formula. The
amendments to the ESSRP also provide for increased service credits for
certain participants and eliminate certain distribution features.

The following tables provide a reconciliation of the changes in the plan’s

~ benefit obligations over the two-year period ended December 31, 2005
and a statement of the funded status as of December 31 of both years:

2005 2004

$ 23,123 $ 24,451

(in thousands)

Reconciliation of benefit obligation:
Obligation at January 1

Service cost 406 820
Interest cost 1,267 1,489
Plan amendments (663) -
Actuarial loss (gain) 232 (2,543)
Benefit payments (1,094) (1,094)
Obligation at December 31 $ 2327 $ 23,123
Funded status:
Funded status at December 31 $ (23,271) $ (23,123
Unrecognized prior-service cost 891 1,626
Unrecognized net actuarial ioss 8,471 8,737
Net amount recognized $ (13,909) $ (12,760)
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Additional information on the ESSRP defined benefit pension plan as
of December 31:

(in thousands)

Projected benefit obligation $ 2327 $ 23123
Accumulated benefit obligation 19,631 16,703
Fair value of plan assets - -
Components of net periodic pension benefit cost:

(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Service cost—benefit earned

during the period $ 406 $ 820 § 417
Interest cost on projected benefit obligation 1,267 1,489 1,426
Amartization of prior-service cost 71 147 147
Recognized net actuarial foss 498 680 573
Total $ 2242 $ 3136 $ 2,563

The change in the additional minimum liability included in Accumulated
other comprehensive loss was $2,514,000 in 2005 and ($2,112,000) in 2004.

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine benefit obligations
at December 31:

5.75%
4.69%

6.00%
4.69%

Discount rate
Rate of increase in future compensation level

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine net periodic pension
cost for the year ended December 31:

Discount rate (2005 is remeasurement composite rate) 5.625% 6.26%
Rate of increase in future compensation level 4.69% 5.88%

Cash Flows—The ESSRP is unfunded and has no assets; contributions
are equal to the benefits paid to plan participants. The following benefit
payments, which reflect future service, as appropriate, are expected to
be paid:

Years

{in thousands)

2007 2008 2009 2010

$1,1186

2011-2015

OTHER POSTRETIREMENT BENEFITS

The Company provides a portion of health insurance and life insurance
benefits for retired electric utility and corporate employees. Substantially
all of the Company’s electric utility and corporate employees may
become eligible for health insurance benefits if they reach age 55 and
have 10 years of service. On adoption of SFAS No. 106, Employers’



Accounting for Postretirement Benefits Other Than Pensions, in January
1993, the Company elected to recognize its transition obligation related
to postretirement benefits earned of approximately $14,964,000 over a
period of 20 years. There are no plan assets.

During the third quarter of 2004, the Company adopted FASB Staff
Position No. FAS 106-2 (FSP 108-2), Accounting and Disclosure
Requirements Related to the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement
and Modernization Act of 2003 retroactive to the beginning of 2004. The
Company and its actuarial advisors determined that the expected federai
subsidy reduced the Company's accumulated postretirement benefit
obligation (APBO) at January 1, 2004 by $4,935,000 and reduced its net
periodic benefit cost for 2004 by $757,000. The APBO reduction was
accounted for as an actuarial experience gain in accordance with the
guidance in SFAS No. 106 and was not included as a reduction to the
net periodic benefit cost in 2004.

The following tables provide a reconciliation of the changes in the plan's
benefit obligations over the two-year period ended December 31, 2005
and a statement of the funded status as of December 31 of both years:

2005 2004

{in thousands)

Reconciliation of benefit obligation:

Obligation at January 1 $ 39,639 $ 42,008
Service cost 1,172 1,133
Interest cost 1,998 2211
Benefit payments (3,112 (3,449)
Participant premium payments 1,320 1,134
Decrease due to Medicare Part D subsidy - (4,935)
Actuarial (gain) loss (4,260) 1,477
Obligation at December 31 $ 36,757 $ 39,639
Funded status: .
Funded status at December 31 $ (36,757) $ (38,639
Unrecognized transition obligation 5,237 5,985
Unrecognized prior-service cost 1,310 1,005
Unrecognized loss 3,228 7,596
Net amount recognized $ (26,982 $ (25,053)

The net amounts recognized are shown on the consolidated balance
sheets as of December 31, 2005 and 2004 under Other postretirement
benefits fiability.

Components of net periodic postretirement benefit cost:

(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Service cost $ 1,307 $ 1,170 $ 1,009
Interest cost 2,480 2,580 2,619
Amortization of transition obligation 748 748 748
Amortization of prior-service cost (305) (305) (305)
Amortization of net loss 742 702 708
Expense decrease due to Medicare

Part D subsidy (1,251) (757) -
Net periodic postretirement benefit cost $ 3721 $ 4138 §& 4,779

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine benefit obligations
at December 31:

2005 2004

5.75% 6.00%

Discount rate

Assumed healthcare cost-trend rates as of December 31:

2005 2004

Healthcare cost-trend rate assumed for next year 9.0% 10.0%
Rate at which the cost-trend rate is assumed to decline 5.0% 5.0%
Year the rate reaches the ultimate trend rate 2010 2010

Assumed healthcare cost-trend rates have a significant effect on the
amounts reported for heaithcare plans. A one-percentage-point change
in assumed healthcare cost-trend rates for 2005 would have the
following effects:

1 point 1 point
{in thousands) increase decrease
Effect on total of service and interest cost $ 518 $ (415)
Effect on the postretirement benefit obfigation $ 4,574 $ (3,808

Cash Flows—The Company expects to contribute $2.4 miillion net of
expected employee contributions for the payment of retiree medical
benefits in 2006. The following benefit payments, which reflect expected
future service, as appropriate, are expected to be paid:

Years

{in thousands)

2006
$2,380

2007 2008 2009

2010 . 2011-2015

$14,127

The Company expects to receive a Medicare Part D subsidy from the
Federal government of approximately $350,000 in 2008.

LEVERAGED EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP PLAN

The Company has a leveraged employee stock ownership plan for the
benefit of all its electric utility employees. Contributions made by the
Company were $830,000 for 2005, $930,000 for 2004 and $1,030,000
for 2003.

—J2. FAIR YAJUF OF FINANCIA] INSTRUMENTS

The following methods and assumptions were used to estimate the fair
value of each class of financial instruments for which it is practicable to
estimate that value:

CASH AND SHORT-TERM INVESTMENTS
The carrying amount approximates fair value because of the short-term
maturity of those instruments.

OTHER INVESTMENTS

The carrying amount approximates fair value. A portion of other
investments is in financial instruments that have variable interest rates
that reflect fair value. The remainder of other investments is accounted
for by the equity method which, in the case of operating losses, results in
a reduction of the carrying amount.

LONG-TERM DEBT

The fair value of the Company’s long-term debt is estimated based on
the current rates available to the Company for the issuance of debt.
About $22.0 miflion of the Company’s long-term debt, which is subject
to variable interest rates, approximates fair value.

Weighted-average assumptions used to determine net periodic

{in thousands}

December 31, 2005 December 31, 2004

Carrying Fair Carrying Fair
postretirement benefit cost for the year ended December 31: amount value amount value
Cash and short-term
investments $ 5430 $ 5430 § - 8 -
20 2004
05 00 Other investments 8,702 8,702 14,450 14,450
Discount rate (2005 is remeasurement compasite rate) 5.625% 6.25% Long-term debt (258,260} (273,456) (261,805) (294,020)
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13. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT

2005 2004

(December 31, in thousands)

Electric plant:

The Company’s deferred tax assets and liabilities were composed of
the following on December 31, 2005 and 2004:

2005 2004

{in thousands)

Production $ 357,285 $ 347,800 Deferred tax assets
Transmission 182,502 180,150 Amortization of tax credits $ 5964 $ ©669%
Distribution 296,301 285,253 Vacation accrual 2,432 2,191
General 74,678 76,997 Unearned revenue 2,803 2,095
Electric plant 910,766 830,200 Benefit liabilities 29,657 20,882
Less accumulated depreciation and amortization 374,786 363,696 Cost of removal 20,507 19,431
. : I - 2356 Differences related to property 7,400 6,565
ectric pam net ? accumulated depreciation 35,980 526,504 Transfer to regulatory liability _ a1
Construction work in progress 12,449 12,212 Other 3,689 2853
Net electric plant § 548,429 $ 538,716 Total deferred tax assets $ 72,452 $ 60,746
Eone(eetrtc ope:ratlons plaptl o $ 2:8,2;2 $ 2323;3; Deferred tax labiities
ess accurnulated depreciation and amortization 4, .1 Differences related to property $(154,833) $(155,175)
Nonelectric plant net of accumulated depreciation 143,896 135,151 Excess tax over book pension (3,861) (4,041)
Construction work in progress 4,766 6,257 Transfer to regulatory asset (16,724) {14,528)
Net nonelectric operations plant $ 148,662 $ 141,408 Other (3,900) (3,451)
Net plant $ 697,091 $ 680,124 Total deferred tax liabilities $(179,318) $({177,195)
Deferred income taxes ${106,866) $(116,449)

The estimated service lives for rate-regulated properties is 5 to 65 years.
For nonelectric property the estimated useful lives are from 3 to 40 years.

Service Life Range
{years) Low High

Electric fixed assets:

Production plant 34 62
Transmission plant 40 55
Distribution plant 15 55
General plant 5 65
Nonelectric fixed assets 3 40

14, INCOME TAXES

The total income tax expense differs from the amount computed by
applying the federal income tax rate (35% in 2005, 2004 and 2003) to
net income before total income tax expense for the following reasons:

{in thousands) 2005 2004 2003
Tax computed at federal statutory rate $ 28288 $ 20327 $ 18,335
Increases (decreases) in tax from:
State income taxes net of federal
income tax 1,903 1,815 1,837
Investment tax credit amortization (1,151) (1,152) (1,152)
Differences reversing in excess
of federal rates (15) (138) (1,283)
Dividend received/paid deduction (703) (703) (707)
Affordable housing tax credits (1,324) (1,418) (1,412)
Permanent and otner differences 969 (1,286) {1,456)
Total income tax expense $ 27,967 $ 17,447 $ 14,162
Income tax expense—
discontinued operations $ 5610 $ 1,040 $ 768

Overall effective federal and state
income tax rate

Income tax expense includes the following:
Current federal income taxes $ 32,760 $

34.9% 30.5% 27.4%

15,2908 § 11,101

Current state income taxes 5,260 2,923 2,821

Deferred federal income taxes (7,112) 1,776 2,809
Deferred state income taxes (899} 184 (5)
Affordable housing tax credits (1,324) (1,418) (1,412
Investment tax credit amortization (1,151) (1,152) (1,152}
Foreign income taxes 433 (175} -

Total $ 27,967 $ 17447 $ 14,162
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In 2005, the Company completed the sales of Midwest information
Systems, Inc. (MIS), St. George Steel Fabrication, Inc. {SGS) and Chassis
Liner Corporation (CLC). Discontinued operations includes the cperating
results of MIS, SGS and CLC for 2005, 2004 and 2003. Discontinued
operations aiso includes an after-tax gain on the sale of MIS of $11.9 million,
an after-tax loss on the sale of SGS of $1.7 milion and an after-tax loss
on the sale of CLC of $0.2 million in 2005. MIS, SGS and CLC meet
requirements 1o be reported as discontinued cperations in accordance
with SFAS No. 144, Accounting for the Impairment or Dispasal of
Long-Lived Assets.

The results of discontinued operations for the years ended December 31,
2005, 2004 and 2008 are summarized as follows:

2005 (in thousands) MIS SGS CLC Total
QOperating revenues $3773 $6,564 $6,112 $16,449
Income (loss) before income taxes 2,167 (1,740) (956) (529)
Gain (loss) on disposition —pretax 19,025 (2,919 (271) 15,835
Income tax expense (benefit) 7,975 (1,863) (502) 5,610
2004 (in thousands) MIS SGS CLC Total
Operating revenues $ 8739 $17,209 § 7,763  $33,701
Income ({loss) before income taxes 3,698 (932) (163) 2,603
Income tax expense (benefit) 1,483 371) (72) 1,040
2003 (in thousands) MIS SGS CLC Total
Operating revenues $ 8547 $12,160 $ 8,244  $28,951
Income (loss) before income taxes 3,408 (838) (271) 2,199
Income tax expense (benefit) 1,367 (383) (216) 768




At December 31, 2005 and 2004 the major components of assets and liabilities of the discontinued operations were as follows:

December 31, 2005

December 31, 2004

(in thousands) CLC Total SGS CLC Total
Current assets $ 857 $ 1,455 § 2312 $ 275 $ 9344 $§ 3092 $ 12,711
Investments and other assets - 5 5 2,270 — 5 2,275
Goodwill—net - - - 5,925 - - 5,925
Other intangibles —net - - — - 18 74 92
Net plant - - - 7,960 1,618 356 9,934

Assets of discontinued operations $ 857 $ 1460 $ 2317 $ 16,430 $ 10880 $ 3,527 $ 30,937
Current liabilities $ 328 $ 4 $ 372 $ 2,820 $ 2228 $ 837 $ 5985
Deferred credits - - - 581 27 33 885
LLong-term debt - — — 1,710 — 5 1,715

Liabilities of discontinued operations $ 328 $ 4 $ 372 $ 5211 $ 2499 $§ 875 $ 8,585

The remaining assets and liabilities of SGS and CLC primarily consist of accounts receivable, inventory and accounts payable at estimated fair market
values that were not settled or disposed of as of December 31, 2005.

16. ASSET RETIREMENT OBLIGATIONS (AROS)

The Company's AROs are related to coal-fired generation plants and include site restoration, the closure of ash pits and the removal of storage tanks and
asbestos. The Comparny has legal obligations associated with the retirement of various other long-lived assets used in its electric operations where the
estimated settlement costs are individually and collectively immaterial. There are no assets legally restricted for the settlement of any of the Company's ARCs.

The present value of the legal AROs as of December 31, 2005 of $1,524,000 is included in Other noncurrent liabiiities on the Company's December 31,
2005 consolidated balance sheet. The ARO liability includes the capitalized fair value of the obligations of $349,000; accumulated accretion as of
December 31, 2004 of $1,088,000 plus the 2005 accretion provision of $87,000.

The present value of the legal AROs as of December 31, 2004 was $1,437,000, which includes the original obligation of $377,000 less a 2004
subsequent measurement adjustment of $28,000 plus accumulated accretion expense of $1,088,000.

17._ QUARTERLY_INFORMATION (NOT AURITED)

Because of changes in the number of common shares outstanding and the impact of diluted shares, the sum of the quarterly earnings per common
share may not equal total earnings per commaen share.

Three Months Ended March 31 June 30 September 30 December 31
(in thousands, except per share data) 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 2004
Operating revenues (a) $ 232133 $ 199583 $ 256,378 $ 203457 $ 272,658 $ 214,719 $ 285,239 $ 239,603
Operating income (a) 21,067 16,202 20,868 15,071 32,356 20,073 23,303 24,068
Net Income:
Continuing operations 11,050 8,258 10,967 7,808 18,080 10,669 12,758 13,897
Discontinued operations (1,079) 1 11,337 224 477) 357 (85) 981
9,971 8,259 22,304 8,032 17,603 11,026 12,673 14,878
Earnings avaitable for common shares:
Continuing operations 10,866 8,074 10,784 7.624 17,895 10,485 12,575 13,713
Discontinued operations (1,079) 1 11,337 224 477) 357 (85) 981
9,787 8,075 22,121 7,848 17,418 10,842 12,490 14,694
Basic earnings per share:
Continuing operations $ 37 8 31 % 37 3 20 % 61 3 40 8 43 8 51
Discontinued operations (.03) - .39 .01 (.01) 02 - .04
.34 .31 .76 .30 .60 42 .43 .55
Diluted earnings per share:
Continuing operations $ 37 8 31 8 37 8 29 8 61 3 40 8 42 3 51
Discontinued operations .04) — .39 .01 (.02) .02 - .04
.33 31 .76 .30 .59 42 42 .55
Dividends paid per common share .28 275 .28 275 .28 275 .28 275
Price range:
High $ 2587 $ 2750 $ 2777 $ 2719 $ 3195 $ 269 $ 3195 $ 2736
Low 2417 26.00 24.02 24.07 27.20 23.77 26.76 24.99
Average number of common shares outstanding —basic 29,126 25,793 29,158 25,891 29,246 26,010 29,361 26,663
Average number of common shares outstanding —diluted 29,230 25,936 29,264 26,014 29,441 26,122 29,555 26,780

{a) From continuing operations.
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CONSOLIDATED STATISTICAL SUPPLEMENT

OPERATING RATIOS

(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995

Operating revenues (a) i $1,046,408 $ 857,362 $ 724,288 3 615,147 $ 543,827 $ 512,789 $ 310,623
Operating expenses (a) (b) $ 948,814 $ 781,048 $ 655,344 $ 536,377 $ 473,234 $ 444,531 $ 253,952
Qperating ratio (a) 90.7 g91.2 280.5 87.2 87.0 86.7 81.8

SELECTED COMMON SHARE DATA

(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Earnings available for common shares $ 61,816 $ 41459 $ 38,921 $ 45,392 $ 41610 $ 39,163 $ 26,587
Average number of shares—diluted 29,348 26,207 25,826 25,397 24,832 24,649 22,360
Diluted earnings per share $ 2.11 $ 1.58 $ 1.51 $ 1.79 $ 1.68 $ 1.59 $ 1.19
Common dividends $ 32,728 $ 28,528 $ 27,730 $ 26729 $ 25256 $ 24,328 $ 19,677
Dividends paid per share $ 1.12 3 1.10 $ 1.08 3 1.06 $ 1.04 $ 1.02 $ 0.88
Payout ratio 53% 70% 72% 59% 62% 64% 74%
Market price:
High $ 31.95 $ 27.50 3 28.90 $ 34.90 $ 31.00 $ 29.00 $ 18.88
Low $ 24.02 $ 23.77 $ 23.76 $ 22.82 $ 23.00 $ 17.75 $ 15.38
Common price/earnings ratio:
High 15.1 17.4 194 19.5 18.5 18.2 15.9
Low 11.4 15.0 15.7 12.7 13.7 11.2 12.9
Book value per common share $ 15.80 3 14.81 $ 12.98 $ 12.25 $ 11.33 $ 10.71 $ 8.24
SELECTED DATA AND RATIOS
2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Net income (in thousands) $ 62,551 $ 42,195 $ 39,656 $ 46,128 $ 43,603 $ 41,042 $ 28,945
Interest coverage before taxes (a) 5.6x 4.4x 4.1x 4.6x 4.8x 4.4x 4.1X
Effective income tax rate {percent) 35 31 27 30 31 31 35
Capital ratios:
Long-term debt and current maturities (percent) (a) 35.2 375 43.6 442 45.8 40.4 43.7
Preferred stock and other equity (percent) 2.3 24 2.5 28 29 6.7 9.8
Common equity (percent) 62.5 60.1 53.9 532 51.3 52.8 46.5
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
CAPITALIZATION
(in thousands) 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Long-term debt and current maturities (a) $ 261,600 $ 267,821 $ 270,597 $ 260,302 $ 249,188 $ 200,951 $ 172,981
Preferred stock and other equity 16,758 17,332 15,500 15,500 15,500 33,500 38,831
Common stock equity:
Par 147,006 " 144,885 128,619 127,961 123,267 122,871 55,901
Premium 96,768 87,865 26,515 24,135 1,526 50 30,335
Unearned compensation {1,720) (2,577) 8,313 (1,946) (151) (226) —_
Retained earnings and other cormprehensive loss 222,376 199,087 182,066 163,315 154,666 140,576 98,006
Total common equity $ 464,430 $ 429,210 $ 333,887 $ 313,465 $ 279,308 $ 263,271 $ 184,242
Total capitalization including current maturities (a) $ 742,788 $ 714,363 $ 619,084 $ 589,267 $ 543,996 $ 497,722 $ 396,054
Income before interest charges
(includes AFC borrowed) (a) $ 71,603 $ 58,093 $ 56,508 $ 62,499 $ 55908 $ 54,148 $ 42952
Percent return on capitalization (a) 9.6 8.3 9.1 106 10.3 10.8 10.8
Percent return on average commaon equity 13.9 12.0 12.2 15.3 15.5 15.4 14.8
TIMES INTEREST EARNED AND PREFERRED DIVIDEND COVERAGE (a)
2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Before income taxes:
Long-term debt interest (c) 6.3 4.8 4.3 5.0 5.0 4.6 4.4
After income taxes:
Long-term debt interest (d) 4.5 3.8 3.4 3.8 3.8 3.5 3.2
Long-term debt interest and preferred dividends (g) 4.3 3.6 3.3 3.7 3.3 3.1 2.7
Preferred dividends ) 71.9 55.2 52.0 60.1 20.1 20.1 12.0

{a) 2004 and prior years restated to exclude discontinued operations.

(b) Excludes income taxes

(¢} Incoms before interest charges + income taxes + long-term debt interest

{d) Income before interest charges + fong-term debt interest

{e) Income befare interest charges + long-term debt interest and preferred dividends
{f) Net income + preferred dividends
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ELECTRIC UTILITY STATISTICAL SUPPLEMENT

DEPRECIATION RESERVE

(in thousands)

Electric plant in service $ 910,766 $ 890,200 $ 875,364 $ 835,382 $ 810470 $ 795,357 $ 715305
Depreciation reserve $ 374,786 $ 363,696 $ 368,899 $ 367,555 $ 341,004 $ 323,447 $ 257,763
Reserve to electric plant (percent) 41.2 40.9 421 428 421 40.7 36.0
Composite depreciation rate (percent) 2.74 2.77 3.07 3.08 3.06 3.06 2.97

RATIO OF DEBT TO ELECTRIC PLANT

(in thousands) 1995
Electric plant:

Gross (a) $ 923,215 $ 902,412 $ 889,302 $ 874,505 $ 835,564 $ 805,896 $ 731,590
Net $ 548,429 $ 538,716 $ 520,403 $ 516,950 $ 494,560 $ 482,449 $ 473,827
Debt () $ 166,975 $ 166,975 $ 166,975 $ 166,975 $ 155,485 $ 152,617 $ 139276
Ratio to electric plant—net (a) (percent) 30 31 32 32 31 32 29

PEAK DEMAND AND NET GENERATING CAPABILITY

2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Peak demand (kw) 665,064 686,044 668,703 640,220 630,262 642,826 594,350
Net generating capability (kw):
Steam 559,175 554,330 555,085 557,308 557,400 558,093 546,506
Combustion turbines 135,701 136,506 136,915 87,358 89,085 90,344 90,968
Hydro 4,244 4,327 4,380 4,336 4,365 4,296 4,193
Total generating capability 699,120 695,163 696,380 649,002 650,850 653,733 641,667
ELECTRIC INVESTMENT
2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995
Electric utility plant--net (c) (in thousands) $ 548,429 $ 538,716 $ 520,403 $ 516,950 $ 494,560 $ 482,449 $ 473,827
Total retail electric revenue (in thousands) $ 248,939 $ 224,326 $ 217,439 $ 206,870 $ 199,101 $ 188,879 $ 179,965
Total retail electric customers 128,406 128,157 127,474 127,093 126,548 126,687 124,020
Investment per dollar revenue $ 2.20 $ 2.40 $ 2.39 $ 2.50 $ 2.48 $ 2.55 $ 263
Investment per customer $ 4,271 $ 4204 $ 4,082 $ 4,067 $ 3,908 $ 3,808 $ 3,821

OUTPUT KILOWATT-HOURS

(in thousands) 2000 1995
Net generated 3,513,705 3,774115 3,672,616 3,648,413 3,765,265 3,610,301 2,876,219
Purchased 3,495,176 4,910,428 5,898,466 4,135,932 3,224,662 2,724,190 2,525,202

Total (d) 7,008,881 8,684,543 9,571,072 7,684,345 6,989,927 6,334,491 5,401,421

(a) Includes construction work in progress

(b} Includes sinking fund requirements and curent maturities

(c) Electric plant in service less accumulated provision for depreciation plus construction work in progress
{d) Not including wheeled energy
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—OTTER TAIL CORPORATION STOCK LISTING .~

Otter Tail Corporation common stock trades on The Nasdaq Stock Market, The daily
closing price is printed in The Wall Street Journal, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Fargo
Forum and other major daily newspapers. Qur ticker symbol is OTTR. You also can
find our daily stock price on our web site, www.ottertail.com. Shareholders who sign
up for Internet account access can view their account information online.

DIVIDENDS

Otter Tail Corporation has paid dividends on our common shares each quarter since
1938 without interruption or reduction and has increased them annually since 1973.
2005 dividends were $1.12 per share. The indicated annual rate for 2006 is $1.15.
The 2005 yield was 4.4% and the 2005 payout ratio was 53%. Total shareholder
return grew at a compounded average annual rate of 9.8% for the past ten years.

DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT

The corporation’s Dividend Reinvestment and Share Purchase Plan provides
shareholders of record with a convenient method for purchasing shares of Otter Tail
Corporation common stock. About 74% of eligible shareowners holding about 15%
of our eligible common shares are enrolled. Through this plan, participants may
have their dividends automatically reinvested in additional shares without paying
any brokerage fees or service charges. Shareholders also may contribute a minimum
of $10 and a maximum of $5,000 per month. Automatic withdrawal from a checking
or savings account is available for this service. Shareholders may sell up to 25 shares
a month through the plan. For more information, contact Shareholder Services.

—  FELECTRONIC DIVIDEND DEPQSIT

Shareholders, including institutional holders, can arrange for electronic direct deposit
of their dividends to their checking or savings accounts. Electronic deposit is safe,
reliable and convenient. For authorization materials, contact Shareholder Services.

PROTECTING STOCK CERTIFICATES

Replacing missing certificates is a costly and time-consuming process, so shareholders
should keep a separate record of the certificate number, purchase date, date of issue,
price paid and exact registration name. If you are enrolled in the Dividend
Reinvestment and Share Purchase Plan, you have the option of depositing your
common certificates into your plan account.

TRANSFER ACGENTS
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Common and preferred: Common only:
Shareowner Services
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
P.O. Box 64854

St. Paul, MN 55164-0854
Phone: 800-468-9716 or

651-450-4064

Shareholder Services

Otter Tail Corporation

P.O. Box 496

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496

Phone: 800-664-1259 or
218-739-8479
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2006 ANNUAL MEETING OF
SHAREHOLDERS

Monday, April 10, 2006
10 am,, Central Time
Bigwood Event Center
921 Western Avenue
Fergus Falls, Minnesota

EX-DIVIDEND RECORD PAYMENT
Feb. 13 Feb. 15 P Mar 1
C Mar. 10
May 11 May 15 P June1
C June 10
Aug. 11 Aug. 15 P Sept. 1
C Sept. 9
Nov. 13 Nov. 15 P Dec.1
C Dec. 9

CASH INVESTMENT AND SELL DATES
FOR DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT

Jan. 2 Feb. 1 Mar. 1
April 3 May 1 June 1
July 3 Aug. 1 Sept. 1
Oct. 2 Nov. 1 Dec. 1
NASDAQ ... OTTR
Senior unsecured debt ratings

Moody’s Investor Service. .. ........ A3/stable

Standard & Poor's. . ............ BBB*/stable
Year-end stock price ................. $28.98
Year-end price/earnings ratio ............ 13.7
Year-end market-to-book ratio ............ 1.8
Annual dividend yield ................. 4.4%
Shares outstanding .............. 29.4 million
Market capitalization

(as of December 31, 2005)...... $852 million
2005 average daily trading volume .. ... 79,776

Institutional holdings

(shares as of December 31, 200S5) .. 9.8 million
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